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d truly Noble, the 


ord SAY and SEALE , 


the Author defrerh all 
the good of -Jeſus 


CHRIST, 


kionr Hon: 

VI%RYT E wrongs not 
= Sn this age , that 
SY ſpeaks of it, 


oz w& cithcr inaPoe- 
FL el ticall ſtraine, x 


d ſo-calls ir 
iron one ; |. 2: ſpirics 
guage: and ſo calls it an 


mantine,or ſclf-Jovingone -- 
| anal co ſce, he 7 men % 
\2/ write 
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': The Epiſtic Dedicatory 

write themſclves ( tooroc 

gibly) lovers of rhemſel 

and how men ſpeake thed- 

ſelves rockes in their of. 

Riſe: there. is much fighti}* 

bur lirele -fighing ;- mf} 

* blood, bur litcle bleedif 

Nay, is not the Lords 7J” 

F an outcaſt ſtill with moſ:_ 
* "Who ſeckes after her ? 

WE" is ſorry to hear her cryes 

ſcethe throes;and pangs, 

be upon her 5 The heart 

men upon the earth are h G 

ned againſt her, whilſt fl, 

in travail , whilſt ſhee p 

to bee delivered from 2 

3 hin that is Rome, and ſin; {.., 

ſults, a 4njoy , all that is rritt h 

San, a Chriſt: even a bleſſed Re he 
man, and mation ; which may be. 

atche named' (_g&op a malc 

birth, here man childe ) and at w 


is the 'q- 1 £ ** > 
b wander, birtkra] the members of 
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be Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
Chriſt may greatly re- 
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ce, becauſe ſucha one is 
T7e into the world. Bur 


Yar do I ſpeak of this age © 
mc to the Saints , theſe 
"Þurne indeed, but is it not 
AY ſparingly, weakly, dry- 
and roo too c:rnally, that 
ics in it much of amix- 
cofduſt, of an outward 
"i eftare, as well as the pure 
Jr of fin, ora ſtrong faith 
. he bleflled love, and inthe: 
\F$cious promiſes of the 
rd their God : 1 wouldT 
41d ſay, that Saints them- 
"ics were not too roo 
"cb, guilty of mourning, 
"$b without ground and 
"Sbour hopein theſe crying 
es: ſomerimes we appre- 
d fin under ſuch a colou- 
le n"tion , that it even 
Fr ks us ro much ſencel: fle- 
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The Fpiftle Dedicatorie? 
nefſe and. carnall ſecuriryll, 
ſometimes againe we app}; 
hend fin, the Sword, a 
the ſore preſſures of t 

Kingdome, under ſuch 
black, ſuch a darke notic 

that wee are even hopecleſf 
and begin to looke upon off 
ſelves, as fxell for the fire fx 
rhe Swords waſtings and 
ſolations: againſt this larry 
this ſmall treatiſe bendsk- 
ſelfe, rhe very drifc of it bþ 
ing this,to preſcnt before t; 
belecevers eyes, the mercHg 
purpoſes, the tenJer and th; 
thoughts of their God, 
wards his pcople in 
times : and to ſpeake _ hn 
thoughts,there are no appiſ% 
henfions , more likely, my 
ſure, more powerfull, ro 1g 
us to that bleſſed Rock 
ſtaying our ſelves upon Gl 


e.Y” 7 be Epiſtle Dedicatirie. 
tyfr into that glorious light of 
PRrongconſolatio in him;then 
ah eyc our God in his merci- 
till choughts towards us, 
h Shen we be at loweſt: upon 
10heſe thoughts we may. well 
e$irch, when ſo many bloo- 
Aly and malicious thoughts, 
© Fre all purſuing to take hold 
I $n us: Surely theſe will ( Je- 
tus Chriſt giving a bleſſing) 
ISkad us out of the Contifion 
df theſc dayes,intathe admi- 

© Farion of this God : Thar of 
HE hryſoſtome is both wittie and 
tholy : Dominem ipſum 47- 
, Gniramur quidem miricula fa- 
Gienters. ſed amplius admiramur 
Iniſeraniem, & longanimiter 
Peftinentem : When the Lord 
orkes miracles we wonder, 
IGBut more when hee ſhewes 
nercy, when he exercilcs his 
love and pitience: and may 
| Agq we. 
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we not ad one Amplint to m1 
and ſay, Amplins admirante 
Dominum ſic cogitantens Lonlg.,.. 


- Wee wonder moſt of all B,, 


that God who purpolÞ.., 
good, and fo mixch good rok. , 
Oh theſe Harhſceb.th Schh,, þ, 
tom, in the Text, theſc cogh 4 


. — *4tioxes pacis, theſe thoughy ,, 


of peace in our God ,-ath,, 
from him; theſe ſhould ra > 
up our hearts, in the midſ., 


.-rof all our tronbles and keafy;,, 


breaking miſeries ! ris tlÞ,,; 
onely way to- be our of wh1; 
ſormes, ro dwell in thc loyf 
of our God: Oh tis pleaſanſh, 


tis {weter then hony to ulþ1c 


'notnecdof ſuch ſweernes iþ; 
.thefe ſower; in theſe 'bitt 


ſoules mouth ! and have wife 


* = my O | | 
times* have we nor need 4; 


 ſuchaname-now as Fehbovll! 


is, and of ſuch love as Ge 
s Hh F 


% 


The Epittle Deditatyriec | 
imſclfe is; and ſhews unto. 
s choſen ones? I have. 
One, Only this, why I;pre+- 
nt it to your honour; My 
ep engagements they bid 
e make bould tro come with 
handfull of my firft fruirs, 
hd preſcor my theakfulnes 
you, though: narrow and 
dmpriſed in aire room: 
pecially knowing. the no- 
Fcnes of your ſpirit, ro re- 
Five the things of Feſus 
PÞ7iff:1 grant they be vgs 
Tae, plain truths, and mean- 
'F diſh: out; yet toa-goad 
pmack theſe-wil be heartily 
S:lcome,now the Lord him- 
Rf ſend our his beſt mer- 
'Þs upon your honour, and 
[(Yurnoble family, and give a 
Sſsing along. with his 
ths, to the glorious -ad- 
A 5 vantage 
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vantage of ſoules in Chri 
ſo he defires and praic 
whois, 
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«4 Runavin: 
I] === Xped# not that 1 ſhould 
& =o 19 much, the trad it 
7 ſelfe ſpeakes but Iitle, 
though it ſpeate of great thines, 
if thou enquire why the Author 
fhewes himſelfe in the preſſe * 1 
Fax tell thee tis ont of a deſire 
to do thee goed in print. The 
martey and ſubjet? I k-ow is ve- 
ry ſeaſonable in theſe evill 
$:mes fir a good ſoul to chew up- 
”, that I dare commend unto 
thet : for the manner of the 
t RS AT” 
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'0 the Reader. 
handling of it 1-will ſay Galle. 
this, it ts According to Fd t&Yce 
lent God hath lent me : If thopic 
— gain anylight, any growth,anyſþe. 
— comfort , any quickning in thypo 
——Fatth , blefſe God 3 and thinkdvre 

of me, as one, that huh obtain-h | 
ed mercy at the bands of Je ſusgin 
. Chriſt © 4nd as one, that ( wereſ't 
he xot compaſt a'out with ſuchl, 
« weieht of infirmities », heehat 
world ds (thorow the grace offc/ 
Chriſt ) moſt exatly as heeffi 
" Writes, Reader, ſay what thouk « 
wilt of me, but. te ſure to ſpeakth / 
well of God. of Chrift ; of. his 
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- ove, of-bis promiſes : be aſha-Y/ 
med to ſown, ſinke , or. fallgh 

when Grd, when Chrift., puts], 
ander [6 many hinds ta keepela 
thee wp: Live wn God, thou wilths 
live no where.elſe . Stay thyle 
ſelfe upon this Recke, who pnr-Fe 
£1 v3; 16: 


To the Reader: 
wlt/es to be ſuch a ſare one t6- 
ee : Let wot thine eares_ al- 
ies be fildwith the ſad out- 
ujſes. and dolefall clamours of 
bjbed 11d miſery :' turne thy 
kares tow -rds God, liften what 

8-# [ayes : the voice of miſery 
usines us to benoan our ſelves, 

reſp to cry, alas what fhall we dot 

Put the voice of the Mercifull 
rehoug)ts.of our God [peakes to 
ofch Saint as the CAneels ts 
eeffary; Why weepeft thou? Or- © 
nb onr Savicar t3 that woman, | 
 bealed of a bloedy. iffut, berg ,o. q-4 
if 2004 comfort : beleeve , and Lu'.3.48, 
B! ſhall be well : weep not : ſtay cas to | 
pur ſelves upon my- bow 1s Fercndum . 
5} [ates God ) you ſhall not miſ & ſpcran- | 
eharry. What re” aines then, 11... 

tut: his ?* Love the light thou andy be 
feeſt : practiſe the truths thou ef 
adeſt, te a follower of w_ hops to... 
Hat . 
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To the Reader. 
that purpoſes,and boſtow?s 
ng = be an 9 ſuit ef 
that God for one who deſire 
be a friend of the Bridegros 
4 friend of truth, and a frit 
of thine, 
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Veſſels of Mercy 
under Miſery, | 
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| JR&REM. 39. Il, 
or 1 know the thoughts that 1 
thinke towards yow , ſaith the 
Lerd, thiwghts of peace, and not 
| evill, to give you an expett- 
ed en — 


R£< He words are a pcece of - 
SiC a Letrer ſencOfrem -+ - 
FX Jcruſalem, by che Pro= - © 
| pher Jeremiah, to thee 
I Tewes, both Elders, Prieſts and 
Prophets, all captivated in Ba- 
I bylog: the ſame God, that to 
fallen man yonchſafed to _ 
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' Mercier thought, . for the Yo-( 
his (crip:ures, he is pleaſed no lo 
by tis Propher to ſend a Letrethard 
to his-poore fallen, broken, peak is 
ple'of the Jewes : he that perl Tt 
mitted them to bee in the darke c 
nefle of Captivity, could not eniſe 
dure to ſee them m the darkneſs 
of fin : they ſhall have light ſenþor 
after them,though they were reed 
moved "on: of Canaan; our Gogap 
may as foon ceaſe to love himd 
ſelf, as ceale to bring forth lovgan 
tokens from himſclfe, to,and fore) 
his people,though in ſad afflitiqyl 
ons : His peopie were now inhe 
Bibylon,yer they ſhall be diffzJhe 
renced from the Heathens of BiÞ« 
dylon. They may live -togetherÞt 
in the lame place, .they ſhall.norh« 
enjoy the ſame merey:God willf 
have the deſolate Jewes writter 
to, whilſt the fleurifhing Baby's 
loni3ns ſhall be dverlooſkt; Gods 
_ _ people when they bar worlt,h 
_«t loweſt,enjoy ſuch priviledges 
- as- the Wicked Babylomans 
when they bee ar higheſt ſhall 
not-o muck as. taft of.: OuwrGod 
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-ſſels ff Mercy under miſery. 3: 
d love, bar tis to hi$, own : to- x Tohn, 
eFards the world of the wicked 4-16. 
isa conſuming fire. ons no- 
ry This letter was occaſioned by 7s _ 
"Ke dreames, and the lyes of vel fdel :$ : b 
I Jy prophets, who ſpeaking to mer; cha: 

iS. captivated people ». did goe riras, ſic ' 
zour to deceive them in re- "imine 
'eFcX of the continuance of their religenda 4 
Faprivity , tzey prophecie lies, ph;afi,, 
d dreame dreames. in the & non de 
ame of the Lord, relling them _s ablo- 
ey ſhould not 'be long jn Ba- —_ | 
ylon : This is clecred- Firſt by rmy'y 
e very voice of the falſe pro- a bs C * 
ets, Which was this, within 4 ny 
i-opo ful yeer? ( faies Hananiah Caſe * 
2rÞpcaly, and it was the vote ofall 
The ocker falſe Prophets ) Saye? 
[1Þe Lord of Hoſts the God of 
1h acl, vill T brin Apain into this 3 
Mines all the wo fels of the Loras- Sf 
;Wonſe'&'c, for [ Will break the 
ke of the King of Babylon, Jer. 
$831:5. 
; Secondly,tis cleered, that this 
[ Fas the: drift of the falſe pro- 
| Yhers by lerimiahs owne letter, I 
that | 
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" them) to know, that their cap 
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Aer. tes thoughts, for the 
that he ſends to them: and thip"* 
theſe parriculars touching thÞ®! 
letter will cafily diſcover. Firlf" 
the prophets Charge to tl 
Iews in Babylon of buildig$'9 
heuſes and dwelling in them 
planting gardens and cating tlf*)Y 
fruirot them: of. taking wivg® 
and b-getting ſons and daug 
rers: of taking wives to the 
ſons: ofgivir.g txcir daughters? 
husbands, that they "may bap"* 
ſons, and daughters: of ſeekuf® 
the peace of the City , whe 
they wcre captives; and prayi 
for it, in a'l which he gi 


vity ſhould not be fo ſoon engg© 
ed, buc it ſhould laſt lonag" 
and they tooke ir fo, for thus}. 
their writing back ro the pat 
p!'e and prieſts at Ieruſaled$ 
they c<ſtific thar leremis had il 
unto them in Babylon, fayi 
the cap: ivitie was lovg, build 
houſes, &c - Oh this ſtung r 
that the prophetTeremiah ſhe 
Aarly contradi@ their talſe x 
phe. 


- 


veſſels of Mercy under miſery, 5 
{Þherts ; that hee ſhould cry 
own, what they cryed up; and 
nd ſo cive them the lye : ; 
 Sccondly , the Prophets cau- 8. and g, 
;F10n, ke gives them warnir.g 
Afrom the mouth of the Lord ) 
Way.ng let not your prophets and 

your diviners ( they bee yours, 
"hey bz none ef mine, fayes 
000d ) that be 11 the midſt 'of 
you, deceive you, &c. fer they 
epropicſic fa'fly unto yon in my 
:Mname: 1 have not ſent them faich 
he Lord - ne auicuincs them, 
: She t+ 1s them, by this, thus much 
plaincly, they do not fay as1 ſay; 
Athey be of another mind, con- 
\Scerniog your captivitic, then I 
xJam. PS: 
{| Thirdly, the reaſon bronghe ; _ 
ins in the 10: yerfe. for to prove 
theſe propheſied falſely, and that 
the) gi deceive the people: for 
thus faith the Lord ( whacever .. 
Syour Drcamers fay ) after 70. 
Mycares be accompliſh: in Baby- 
Son, T will vific you and perform, 
my good word res your he 
4 h x 1CS 


EF. 6 Mercies thin; his, for the 
faics not after. two yeares, bu 
after 70, wherein the Lord pre 
claimes thus mnch, that thelt 
falſe prophets knew not hg 
mind, {poke no: his will, declas 
red not his Mefſige, bur all was 
from their owne hearts. 

Fourthly , becauſe Jeremssl 
muſt b2 reproved, ſtock, ant p 
impriſoned for ſending ſuch 8 


\ 


25. 20. © 


metiage to them in Babylon, this : 
iS Shewajavs will, and the reſt inf}, 
' captivitie, ſent in writing to theff p 
pcople and prieſts at Ieruſalemy , 


eſpecially toZ-phaniah che prieſt 
Truth will not down with them 
that are given to lyes: this is an 
hard ſaying ,. who. can hear it; 
, twas ſpoken of his doQrine, 
vera eſt | | 

| earnia Who ſpake, as ncyer . man 
* mara ſpake. | | 
| Zgreqz. « By this time we may eaſily 

| digericur. what put Jeremiab upon writin 
'to the Iews in Babylon: thei] 
«Prophets deceived them concer: 
ning the time of their Captivitie 
and, hee Writes” to undeceiy 
them againe,(if it were poſſible) 

| or 


WIohn 5.50 
Doria: 


" weſſelr of Mer 7, under mi ©ry, 


paines, uſe any good meanes , to 
J preſerve a people from erring. or 
8 ro recall them from their wan- 
J drinzs; Jerewiabs zeal will not 
J let bim reſt to ſee a people 
(though now in Babylon ) to 
mil- carry, ; 

* Firſt, obſerve ; Theſe falſe 
I Prophets deceived them before 
| they were 1n captivitie and now 
"F they do no becter : times and 
I troubles will nec mend falſe 
Propkets,they can finde the way 
* to lye in Babylon as well as in 
"2 ]udza Cal: non animam matart; 
J They arc in another Country,but 
not of ,anocher minde : Surely 
"}] theſe were reſolve1- concerning 


4 loſophying , who ſaid he would 
F'gever ceaſc as long 2s he lived, 


WF. | 


away frem God ſtill - nay more, 
They theniſclvs cauſed the dreams 
of the falſe Prophets to be drea- 
med, as its ſaid, veirſ. 8. Cor- 

| rupt 
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erue Prophets Will take any 


J lying,as he was concerning Phi- , 


Ews ap. 


Fe 112) +8 


; a 7 aroo- 
| acl was noW in Captivitie, ya gmom: - 
yet he 'was r:aiy to be carried gay. 


Aerc'es thiughts, for the : 
rupt man can eaſily be naug} 
be deccived , be catried aw 
from God , yea ron after 1ye 
even under the affliting hand” 
God. = 
3 Theſe falſe Prophets 
cauſed them to crre , and ſo leF:. 
them inte captivitie; yer th 
have not done Ifracl barm WM. 
nough ; they will {poy! thelf 
farther in their affliftions : $ 
tans inſtruments are ever wor 
"ing, till they have fully and -ul 
terly caſt away a people: th 
Will not leave their work #$; 
halves ; and ſhould Gods inſti 
ments do ſo then? _ " 
4 Theſe falſe prophets could n@; 
bur ſee (one would think) this 
they had \ wr_s lycs,in ſpeak 
of peace , before the warre , 
judgement, the captivitie.es 
tothis people : the Lord had M7 
his divine hand of juſtice giv; 
them the lye ; yet theſe will WF. 
in their lying trade; and pur 
2 bold and impudent face on 
too : the Diyelt himfclf ma y p 
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've ſſets of mercie wider miſery. 9 

zon pur off himſelf, his lying 

ature, and lye not ; as corrtpt 
ancan (of himſe'ft) caſe from 
Yhat fin : even in this regard they 

my be well ſtiled Aeon, Di- 

Fels they are, not onely in their 2 Tim. 3. 
Mlſenefle of accufing , ba: of de-. 
Feiving and lying. | 

A 5 Theſe falſe Prophets,no que- 

Fiod , were in ſome danger. of *' 
Sing their lives, when the Ene- 

yy came fo terribly againſt Je- 
Safalem ; yet they are preſerved 
WW kilſt better then themſelves are 

xen off : God hath his own 
for the judging of Wicked 
Men : they ſhall eſcape and live, 

Il he ſees -them fully ripe for 
Mdgcment , and then wo unto 
MWew:theſe (hall dyc in Babylon, 

iough they fall not in Judza : 
eſc ire not ſo much preſerved, 


"6 1ſracl had ſuffered much by 
Warkening ro theſe falſe Pro- 

iets : Gods judgements were 
Wt ,. they were now in captivi- 
-Wie ; yer theſe falſe Prophets = 
"TH 


" 26 ' MAMereies 'thonghts,for th 
| ſtill loved,and:the people are af 
ger to follow them : Ungoc 
men ©:ce bewircked by f 
Prophets, they wjll atter the 
though they drink-nothing b 
dammage by them : they wi 
ſtick ro them, though they dy 
with them,and by them, by the 
poyſon, dreams, deceits. Me 
The occaſion of the words 
clecr, and being fo,it gives lighh! 
enough to the drift ot the ſpiny 
ic (hews what is aimed qt in thiſh 
Text, and in 4. verſes morgpi 
namely from the 10, to the 15 
Firſt , the Spirit of God 
Teremiah goes about to pra 
their Prophets Lyars , of wha 
they ſaid the Lord had raik 
them up Prophets in Babyle 
and that ina glorying way t 
verſ. 15. Howcver an ungod 
ſeduced people will highly 
vance aid fooliſhly ex:dll th 
{educers ; yet God hee gi) 
them their own , and will 
own thoſe of whom they bli 
ly brag that God had ſcat the 
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wAclt of ; Soves tn low miſery. "In 
hets ſhould ger them a name 
w falſe ticles, or win authority. 
Som the hearts of others by 
are pretence, of Gods ſending 


\ WRC. 

s 2 For the Comforting of 
\hoſe, that were willing to hear= 
Ken to God, whe, when they 
Rai"þ<Hd all rheſe falſe Pro- 
WShets with one conſent , ever 
riffifter two yeares, the yoke of 
e King of Zabi/o» ſhould be 
«< roken, and the Captivity over, 
. ere ready - _—_— _ the 

X , ( as bei - 
-olfier ed , nd Hee: hes 
10Faded, that what they ſpake 
1\GFas truth ) is their not a Pro- 
loifhet more? leremiah he comes 
4 
$, 
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Py, 2nd tels theſe, that this is the 
alWord of the Lord,after 70 years 
Wide after ewo, or a few, that 
s falſe) be accompliſht,at 3 4- 
w he would viſit them, and 
orme his good word toward 
nd cauſe chem co returne 
uſalew ; 2nd was not this 

_B a ſweet 
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*1« Aderries theugbie, for the: 
« feet ward'too?rke Lord hi 
ſelfe rels- them their capriniſſh 
. thalliend, though ke is dereriſ 
for 'a longer time: then! 
falſe Prophets talkr off. , 
Theſe five verſcs point 
Thefe-four {peciall things: wh 
4n"we: may- ſee" the very 
ſtance and 'marrew of them. 
t That God woul _ 
ttzinly put an cnd to their Ch 
Tivity, after ſeventic yeare 
-wauld viſit them to /purp 
he\would fo come, that t ui 
captivity ſhould not © ſtays 
would draw out his good' \ 
of deliverance into a&; an 
promiſe ſhould fall inte a bli 
Performance. + i 
2 The proof of this'er 
ot” their: caprivitys ' in- 'this 
yerſe , 'and jt is' drawn '4 
Gods thonghts and derern 
107s$ to dee fuch a thing fs 
people, he hath pirche npalne 
and who can alter him? ': 0886 
3 The meancs-apyhich, 
will havekis :poople”vicy af | 
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% 
< * « * 
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Lf 1 216 vary ow 
eShill :ye :call upon me, and ye 
| Moapd pray unto dias 74. 
Se ſhall feek me; and ſearch for 
ofine, with all your heart: then, 
What is,” when this 70 yeares be 
en" out» and the” time of the 
lling of the! promiſe drawes 
þh, this ſhall be a praying time 
«4 them: now their (+. 
| be hot for deliverance, - 
7 their ſpirit ſhall hunger to 
cnt of captivity, more'then 
didary :- new 'they ſhall call 
«pon God , nay they ſhall rake 
:etinesto do it,they ſhall goand 
ny, they ſhalt flocke roge- 
er-to pray, they ſhall goto 
aven by faith, and pray as 
hoy ::rhac2: are bork reftleſſe 
Achotir:abis mercy; and alſo 
dafidene that God (would give 
them: :nay*rhey- thall :ſeeke, 
B23, and 
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and ſearch after God, wi 
ſerve their turne now: they 1 
have none of Idols: they - 
not ſecke themſelves met 
their prayers , bur God malic 
they will now ſearch after 
ies and Gods time (as D: 
did in this caſe Cap. g. 
their kearts now begin tor 
Quire after -God, to aa 
Where is he? How may we 
him? what is it, the part: 
ewixt us and him? now | 
ſearch after him for comm 
with him and bleſſed er 
ment of him: here is prayer; 
diligence, and ſelf deniall, 
love and confidence, and fi 
— Spirit towards Gli 
all meeting in one, all toge 
in theſe poor ſouls, now 
time of their delivery dr 
- neer: the moſt wiſe. Gad' 
fits his meanes, his ends 


is 
£ 


( 


20 be when he ſirres it | 4 
hearts at his ſeaſon, and ra 


up-adull people, to looke 
| bed for their de. 
yerance-: when the. ſpirituall 
ind blefſed meancs of the Saints 
Wcliverances are once ſet on foot 
the: Spirit: of (God, in the 
re-of his people, infomach 
rc faith -out much .and 
Wrayer is held up without ceal- 
eand there is grear ſearch a{- 
x God; know yethat their di- 
Erance 18 VEry Neer it is even 
the dores: the Jews Captivity 

»net, it is ſoon off when 
ee they do thus beſtir them» 
ves.at Gods throne, miſcry 
nor ſtand np long againſt pray= 
te it will vanith like a miſt 
before the Sun: Then, and not 
_ will deliverance ap- 
, then and no longer, will 
pd ay, bur- Salvation ſhall 


T: The $y-oer f thi 
vailing - of this 

ie (all do theeed: :God 
I +, oo vin 
will pirtie t em, - 
hand will worke for them: 
oy - this 


g= = 
IF, 


- - 
- 
. 
16 
% n _- 


Mercies thowght?, for the\ 
this the pi - delivers. mn} 
I2« I}, an 6 
ſpeakes. is thrice. for failing, 
will be ſure to ſpeake full in 
thing : I will kearken nato y 
( fayes God) now. w.chey- {0 
have the liſtning: 
he heares and war i 
what they fay,-as' one glad, 
heare them make fuch | 
to him: they ſhall finde me( Gps 
God ) I will not hide my & 
from them now-they ſhall 
me in my mercy,finde me:in; 
might, finde me in my wile 
finde mein my nunteancnt 
ſhall-finde me-to be for' the 
co fave, te comfort them: I wi 
be found ef you, faith the Loi® 
and will turne away your Cil< 
yo _ ond ing 

ced, to ſame purpole : now 
Lord would bee ſeen ama 
ring them, 'they | Crould f 
him, and he would be fc 
then i that. is;" look:\ whe! | 
and far What EIS ke” 


* 
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BAS ad ins Arne eas ea 
veſſels of "Me rey. und: _— | y. IH 
($0. him', Ged would anſwere 
Whem,and fay,behold, heream1], 
yhat'is your requeſt» it ſhall be 
ted ? You ſhall have to the 
what you beg. for, and fo 
defire to have: however hereto- 
Wore I have hid my face from 
gu, now I intend to appere for 
7ou : you fhall ſee me again. to 
zour Joy, you ſhall hnde mee * * 
wainto your full content: What 
tan God ſay more ? how can he 
beak ſweeter and more. to the 
Searc of his people then thus... 
In this verſe the Lord brings 
xoofe of what. he had ſpoken 
before, concerning his,recover- 
ng Iſracl out ef Captivitie at 
the 70. yeares end : wherein we 
hay ſce the Lard gyiding of . his 
ins even- to Know! the great 
p of his own purpoſe,as Lou- 
king their comming our of Ba» 
dilon 3. his purpoſe indeed , was 
revealed in his promiſe, made in 
the farmier- verſe y but this will 
xt ſuffice the Lord to fay,T will 
Viſit-you, I will cauſc you to re- 
- B4. turn 


Sf 


| 


Gen. 17 


2:8. 


av 


= Mercier rhowghts, for the 
turn tethis place ; but he wil 
give in ground for it: fer I kr 
the thoughts that T- think 1 
wards you, &c. We ſeldomiftir 
read- of a premiſe thus backiſa 
uſuallyGod delivers kis promi 
withont ſnch a bottome as thi 
when God told «1brahaw 

would be his God, and the . 
of his ſced-: he gives ne ſuch 
ſon there as this ; he does oli 
fay for I knew my theughts ral! 
wards thee A5rahew : I remeanw 
ber not in all the Scrip:are & 


| like inftance, that God ſhoulſ# 


give a-reaſen , and ſach a rea 
as this , why he would viſie 
on. Certainly there is ſomewhaw 
in it more then ordinary, iti 
not becauſe Gods bare werd 
miſe is not ſufficient fer t 
ith of his-people : neither i 
becauſe would new'Cc 
riſh or fatisfie any-curiofitie 
nicenefle , that - might be in 
hearts of his people, toucki 


«2 


 Prying inte his own ſecrewhe 


| ſel very demi "In 


ing over inc che 
{x Becauſe he would.the more 
rc Acorns © ue Sued 

a y Wh keen I ho 
ot ing Prophets,w 
- dyc hole, and tell tho 
Shcople, thac chis was not. Gods 
| Ne! that they ſhauld ſtay fo 
0 in cap tivitic, but the © Lands 
0 was for two 


ye only : tis for more (6 
Net wr ens 
rio ner : believe me, not them. 
| BE Becauſe he would the more 
| _ et ET RE 
to e kearts ot his people,he 
as s in an evidence moſt cleer, - 
that Which none elſe 'was - 


I to f cquok my thoughts 


your T | 
EO” Tamar c 
Bn Bs. of 


, "OA 
-» $4 


of, ſayes Gods for I kn 


do-not doubt my people of'y 
ary: beck Yeranl ol 
toabide inBibflonſo lomgy 
to baifd an@platic there/ar 
a time T will viſit you; beloeve 
IT have already concluded up 
it, my thoughts are iminiova 
ſet upon your releaſe ; there 
_ What ever mountaines be in' 
way, beleeve, they ſhall be 
down,rather then their ſtand} 
ſhall hinder the accompliſh 
ef my will: in this thing : 7 
ſhewes them kere net ore 
romiſe 'of ſalvation undee'W* 
ties d Seal ( thus fairch the Ly | 


at he, ſhewes * them his” 
eatt andminde, everi'the 
eriginall and root of 'the thilf® 

and {ayes, thus the Lord rhialy* 

thus he purpoſes towards'yt 
did Gad ever lay operthis he 
his counſtls more? Did het 

mbre forcerly go to work FT 

Prep up” the weak faith of W7* 

People, ur to ſtop the mout 
Bf his Enemies , that they mif** 


be ſilent, and ave objefing. - 
1 Sayes God, you ſhall come 
out-then, for. my.thoughts are 
already piccht upon ix, my: pur-= 
poſes are tor if, and, Who can al» 
a ter chem 0! 
A 2 You ſhall. come out then; 
Wo No for my thoughts -be 
ito they be- loving, 
goo dey be fl | mercy » they: be 
ainſþ. you for.eyi 
beforyou for good : Slower 
| Mm ls; YQur Perions, your bedics 
your - Peace 3 You have my 
gletS-z MY intentions ,. my 
lider3tions; at, Worke: for 
Mo. a3 | 10% 22) £VTO1] *Y; 1 
a 3 jo A ſhall come 
or: 9 3 was. 
mes: and. baynufaull 
ughts.,, thoughts of: peaſe, 
| ghts.to- oe ev =_ 
Þb PR CS 
b Fans edn $" of. pling, "a 
trouble. of adycrfisy-+:1. thinks 
2 how to: doyou an ill turnes 
ow to watch everyou-foreevill 


udhow to givg; and to give-you 
ſome= 


”—— mn. Afi... Att... ——— —— 


xour thoughts: þee. gone fro 


 Mfercies thoughts, for the 
fomewbar thac ſhall be 
reals an happyend of) 
:to oe you that wl 
fo.muc Aayclly « *XP« 
Lopes and e) oth 
once: you ſhall have fucks an 
as you defire, expeR, wiſh f 
waite for.-- + 
.4 You ſhall come out ti 
ts God, ISE I knew: : 
re thus towards 
- 5jwa as ths to het 
have double,rwice as =_ $ 
Cy as have cones oe :the thor 
have tow oulcane | 
underſtand, y Le; qui 
them every ond: tis 
blefor meeither tobe unzeq 
with my owne vowes, wi 
the holy movings of my-owi 
minde;; or nor to approveofy 
ewe thoughts : I cannot eit 
de ignorant of them,or deceivt 
by chem: yon men think Yi 
W-'not what ſometimes 


— oo oeSGualSSEsSs:cgca foes ano rt LC 


you 
#1 


veſſels of Merry nnter miſery. 23 © 
you 2s Nebachduezzars drexme + 
was gone from” him, kee could . 
not tell it; no more can ye many . 

times, but I know cvery thought 
A of my heart , every motion of - 
my minde? Ko, yn vn ( faies 
God ) as th neither vaine, . 
hor ihe; in thembetves, fo they-. 
W bee nor. oſs ro -eots I fully - 
know who I pitc ALD - -. 
Whatend, upon what | 
+ not thoughts againſt; My ; 

fach as 1 cis conſent to: - 

"the Motiens of my heart,as-they 
areguided by the perfetion of - 
my Wiſedome, ſo are they filled 
With the ſtrength of my affcRi- . 
on, of my love. : I know- my 
WH theughts- towards you: I love 
oy you, therefore do 1 mute, caſt in | 
Wy -minde, purpoſe for your good:: - 
(nnd theſe purpoſes , theſe - #1 
wwhs are alſo deare unto mg, s 
-'the iſſues of . mine  own® - 


ul This text a= thus mnckh; _ 
;even the blefled language of the | 

\ Ed bowels of God _—_ | 
| i$ > 


% 
% 
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 » Mercies thoughts, for the! 

his own, it holds forth, « 
ſweerly the texider thoughts 
the mercifull Ty OW ha | 

ple in vill, t1mes : heres 
ton Fe of God, &t our 
open view, in a; moſt. Joy 
way, they are ſer out to life, 4 
beſpangled with moſt-rareg 
precious - Iewels, . God hy 
thoughts, thoughs of his ow 
tkeughts, ... that he know! 
thoughts .tawards his peop 
that..way their faces  loak 
thoughts of peace, not of traj 
bles: thoughts ro giye, not; 
take away: thoughts to give 
a full good, mercy, full. | 
enough for their expeRatial 
thoughts of ſcaſonable, ſpeed 
and welcome. mercy, togiveh 
an expedted end. ©, F 
:, Theſe words  we.,. migh 
branch, forth particularly, am 
then,ſce what fruit every bran 
would beare: but we will.ng 
take them in ſhader: chat which. 
we will des is, te gather thugl: 
much in the grofle, as the main 


= - 
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"— 
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hi gar” of the particulars . 
fl ky come. in, ang it is 


"That, our 'God 3 5 even when 
is people. be 19 an cvill. condi- as 


tion-under fore preflures ; hath 
af precious purpoſes full of mercy 
uy and good I them, a 
MJ and chinking Pong, ro 
out-that end irs Foy AT 
tion, his peop peed 
or. thus : Cur Go os 
ff thoughts of mercy for etl of 


| _ in Pangs .and cryed out, 
when lead was .in Babylon, +9 RED 
when ſhe- dwelt in the helds 
When ſhe was inthe cnemiee - 
hand, when many nations were 
gathered againſt her to wg 
bey that longed to ſee BETS h 
at. their .cye. t looke 
2-Zion: God foo os 
wma gives a cooler to the ma- 
licious flame of the ,cnemy: bur 
they know not the -thoughts of 


bhe. Lord,. neither underſtand 
they 


o 
2; 
. 
= 


mercy vadet miler { air Zion 14; eak | 


they his cane thaks'p 
creatures bg hgonmn encmies/ 
Gods Pes ec 
how God fin lid dow ey eWc 
» Either for his p dc 
- agninft them: what his +r 
ons Were, and his x 
letting them run own their 
yoogund, his » they leokr} 
ey knew - not at wh 
Gol Arie in —_— | 
1 n: WAogil 
_ rakes them up , how te-vn 
_ Zion, how to trample her intilho 
dirt: bitt this takes n 
_ thoughts , how to. delivery 
fave his, and to ps them. + 
When « poore ſoule is in-$ 
rituzll"diſtrefſes, and car 
perſwaded that 'Godwill j 
don kim, and yct he forlakes | 
gra way, and hisvnrigh 
ous thoughts (_ cither cc 
ing kis-owne righteouſnes, a: 
that weuld Read him for ſos 
juſtification: or conc:raing thine 
rghteouſnes ef Chriſt, as W# 
cither it oanid! not bo his, or be 


PE 


veſſels cooper Ik 27 

18 his it could not- enough, Tf, . 

nd returnes to the Lord , and: a5 ' 
71029 

efolves to get the Mercy: of 

dd: in Chrift for a pardon; 

aryer ſtill he is beaten backe, 

nd knockt down with unbe- 

eving thoughts,and harpes u 

| rhis ſtrir:g, 1 cannot thivke 

ſhall be pardoned : it will nor 

ater into my heart yet, it will 

ot ſound well with me : Oh 

ies :God of- ſack a one, My 

hes are not like that mans 

irs : He rthkinkes he ſhall. 


[tf be pardoned, my purpoſe is, 
eſhall : His thoughts are, it is 
poſſible, mine are; it is caſie 
t me, not enely to parden, but 
bundantly to parden, to multi- 
pardon :. his thoughts bee 
w, and baſc, concerning me : 
nine be high, and -ſach as be- 
my ſelfe,fach as ſutes with 
every nature of a mercifull 
Joc 3+ How. can. God - ſpeake 4 
bore in a few words,. to ſhew 
that his thoughts be towards 
diſtrefled conſcience ? m_ | 


" 988  Aﬀerciertboughts, fur the Yi, 
God ſtrive with a poore. ſingh, 
to bring him out of the ſnare 
-... 1, Hetels him,that he thy 
thoughts againſt his rhoughyſh 
and beyond the poor creatuhh 
apprehenſion. 
2 Herells the poore bre 
heart what his Whole mindef 
and what he conceives toWalfyi 
him in his ewne bowels. 
3 He tells him he muſt nf 
compare his thoughts, 
Gods, bcing there is no prop 
tion berwixe them; and with; 
ſwetly imployes,thartihe takehy 
aS an infinite diſparagement;, 
put his bowels and his thoug 
in the ſame ballance with wma 
as is if there were no ſuch d 
rence; but they might be. 1 
weighed together.” ' :: wu 

4 ;:Herells him in and by&& 
this, the ſweetnefle of his. owl 
purpoſes, the graciouſneſle 
owne bowels, the unſpeakd 
tenderneſle ,of his heart, - 
caanet looke on and ſee a. p 
ſoule miſerable, and yer fayiit; 
thing, or do nothing ; bur Wk: 


veſſel of AMerey, under miſery. 
uſt, he will come _in for-the. 
{c e: God here ſpeakes of 'his 
>ughts. ſo highly, to kill the 
zohts of a poore creature, - 
Which were ready to kill him : 
Je wound was made is kept 
cane widened, by mans 
thoughts : God comes q 
| ith is thougts, to heale him : ' 
ſets thoughts - againſt. 
ohts, to ſet man free : God 
re hath a great diſcaſc in hand, 
hen hee brings in his ewne 4 
bkoughts and purpoſes , for a 
epfit : : and yer this will our 
d do, this ſecret concerning 
3 owne -good pleaſure will 
od make knowne , - rather 
enſee a broken-hearted ſinner 
exiſh, or paſſe his dayes with- 
ut the ſecrer orffollid cotafort 
73 Almighty. Hence - the 
| foule is a proclaiming 
| is fo freely , after hee was 
wouzht out of an horrible pit, 
ter - his; feet. were ſet -upon. a 
ERS; [when his-foule: was 


methened, and. his \goings Plal4e: 
eſta- 


| as. 


Jo 


Plal.;o., eſtabliſhed: many ( fayes he | 


2, 4J» 
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AMercier theaphrr, for 4 e , 


he ſpakes it, as one wonderlulgO! 
admiring it ) O Lord my Gi 
are thy wonderfull wor 
which thou haſt> don, and t 
thoughts which are to-us wal 
they © cannot be reckned up 
order to thee: if I would qc 
and ſpeak of them, they' 
more then can be numbred, 
if the ſoule ſhould *fay, 
purpoſes of-geod hadft thou! 
wards.ps, When we were in 
mire and” clay? how mi 
thoughts of: Good: and "hal 
{ruirtull and eftctuall have chal 
thoughts been, which- ha 
brought out ſo many wond 
fall workes, for our peace, , 
our-comfort, for our: ſalvati 
Oh thoſe - thoughts - of Go 
theſe the poore ſonle 
theſe take up the keart of a 
leever: how precious aro WM 
thoughts wato me,Q God: hall 
great. is the fium of :them? Why 
would. count them, . they ul 
more in number FO any 


v4 
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Davids foule did moſt kighly pi. ; 257 
onour theſe thoughts of God: ra 
Ih they were melt honourable 

id glorious "in his eyes: of Precious 
reat value, very ſ:mptuous and Gloriom 
ately ; he lookes upon them 

ith more admiration then ever 

diſciples did vpon the build- 

ns of the temple: they cry ma- 

x, what Godly ſtoncs be here? 

avid cryes, O how precious 

> thy thoughts O God vato 

? there were three thi ; 
pecially that made D avid {o | 
| render at theſe thoughts. 

x In that they were ſo pre- 

ious in themſelves + - 

2 So many in their number; - 

| of ſand upon the 

2-[hore, were not fo many, 

id all theſe [ſo precious too : 

3 In that all cheſe many 

tieus theughts ef God were 

to him towards hjm, and for 
um>there was net one thonght 

mongſt all theſe numerous, yea 
Epumerable thonghts of God 
Wa Was againſt him, that hs 


- pe ” 
- ", ho 
. - 
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for his hurt, of which'"Di 
-could fay, he was therwork 
all theſe thoughts, thine'in'1 
* 'vids eye, are pleaſant to Da 
heart," and all bring profit 
Davids ſpirit. P 413d couldl 
conld” not exprefie what" 
were to him :*whar they didl 
him; and therefore he def 
ic:thus, How preciens - ar 
thoughts. : 
'1* In chefarther handling of 
truth, for the better order,! 
'the more fruit; we muſt ex 
© thetermes in the Texr. 
2 Bring in the argume 
rationally to prove the cone 
on or Do@rine obſerved.” * 
| - 3 Gatherop the ſpecinth 
; har arife thencefor ouriſpin 
learnings,'-and bleſſed 1/28 
rage. s 3B>!' -q7t | 
Firft, for the termes 1 
Text': thoſe that are to bi 
:fonlded are theſe foure, :-* 
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» 
Je 
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of 


=Y What Gods © x Peaceable + 
bowghts ave. | houghs thoughs 
| | of peace. _ 


2 How theſe 2 Purethoughts, 
i470 be towards | thoughts of 2 
; — _ - | mercy, not © 
prepee evill, ; | 

3 How God) , pomif 
ſaid to = thoughts, 


heſe thoughts of \ thoughts, to give, 


4 What theſe | 4 Satisfying 
- nll; faony | w retneeF 
tch wpon in 7e- | andexpeRation' 
ard of the peo- | to. 

ad theſe are | 
Inthe laying open of all theſe 
e ſhall ſee the goedlinefie, 
#plory of all theſe rthonghts 
wt oor: God , | how pre- 
'they are, as being Gods 
mac thoughts , 'as being 
teughts cowards Gods owne 
ole alone: as being ſo known 
kd 'approved- of by Ged him- 
IE, that cannot be deceived, that 
IF'y ex out! upon mans "thoughts 
waow vaine they bce : Precious 
6 i ——"m thoughts 


$4 CE IN IC 
, thoughts » as bearing % 
” fach precious fruic of peace” 
bountie, of atisfation unreli” 
eſervants, ſo that they | 
y, they have enough by 
time God hatk brought | 
all his chonghts of mercy, 
put them forth into a&t 
them, < | 
For the firſt terme ,what 
Goo Benny, m_ __ | | 
eughtsI thinke: how is | 
'faid to thinke thougt.ts ?: 
this we anfwer, | 
Firſt, we muſt not is 
God thinkes thoughts as 


does : For, | 
 T+ The thoughts of man 
ſucceſcivehe bcing a finite c 


ture, he thinkes of one thin 
ter another, ſo as he hath 
thoughts come into his 
that he never had before,an 
tt, oughts increaſe daily : 
thinkes not ſo, all kis tho 
are at once, they receiver 

dition by time, or by the ap 
kenſions of new objedts, of 
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wy occalion whatever. Gods: 
0 ghs were eyer as full as 
e) now,were ever theſame 
id will be ſo ſtill without any 
teration. | 
Secondly, mans thoughts be, @_ .. 
low : he cannot reach high x, 
ngs: there be deep things of 72 8:%u, \ 
dd that he _ dive into: - _ 
an.cannot think what gl | uf 
;zwhatitis to be in- NES wg 


at it is to ſce God. face.to _—_ 
here be deep things of the ” 
Sſpelwhich teaches the onely 


yto glory which are hidden 
him :he cannot tell how to 
out this narrow way that. 
dstolife, he thinks any way 
Il ſerve as well as this, -and 

there be more wayes then 
eto be ſayed by,more doors, 
one. to glory : he thinks a, 
Twill ſave him or ſome 
nard priviledge will ficad 

hk, or ſome morall a&s of. 
lity. or- mercy will do'the 
*&d. There be deep things. of, 
Mnthat he cannot. behold : a=, 
' | C- nother 


— ——_ 
: 


E 36 | AM; 38 oh T \forthe 


4 Rom, 2:24» the depths of Satan: theſe; 


nother mans thoughts are 
den to himgzanother mans hi 
is asadeep Well to him,het 
not reach the bottome, there 


mild cannot diſcern; with thei 
7s oxTeY3, can deceive the whole we 
Ker-12+9+ hecan lead men aſtray, | 
- they not aware of it: he 
tarn himſelf into an Angelic 

light, and go for one too inf 

worlds eye. Mans though 

ſoon overmatcht , even ayWi 

eye is quickly dazled, | 

out, © blinded, by any i 

looking upon the cleare Wi 

| bright body of the Sun: 
thonghts can never be (6 

s _ Spirtt ſearcheth all things 
; the deep things of God: 
depths, that be depths, be 

all depths, in comparifo 

which no other deferve 
name of a depth, theſe th 

rit ſearcheth : therefore ol 

the Apoſtles gradation: he 

cheth all things, yea more 

all chings that- are or be 


_ "ut 
4% 
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re below, more then what Sa» 
' fin, the world, or the heart 
man can do, more-then all 
heſe depths : he ſearcheth the 
ep things of God, he hath .' 
ch a reach with him: as this 
e ſpirits eye hath every thing 
zove and below in view : that 
hich is darke cannot be hid 
5M bim,- nor that which -is 
jſt brighe cannot dazzle him 
{Thirdly, mans thoughts be 
Wain, fooliſh, frothy, the Lord | 
Oows —X - ſo : Is 
ughts be mo pure , ho Js 129; ; 
Wile, heavenly, glorious. David - "Pt 
Id ſay of theſe,how precious = 
they ? they are thoughts, like 
ure ſtreams of the fountain 
life, thoughts that ariſe from 
Ge purity and holinefſe of the 
ofſÞeu of God, full of beauty, 
x ſhine with God, as it were: 
invthoughts be all vain, and 
nking, as coming from the 
ennefle of his own finfull 
Wartzthe Lord ſaid he ſaw that 

at ever went out of pg 

ah C 2 ® OF; 


* - 


Gen-65.5- of man,all the imaginatio 


A 


Pſal.146. 


ak thoughts of his ; uy ve 
a4 


Mercies thoughts, for the | 


purpoſes, and defires of 


onely evill , and every 
he had neyer a good day :th 
evill thoughts were nor liket 
tertian or quartan ague, 
comes nowand then,and leayfy 
well dayes betwixt : but liczeWth 
ill and poyſoned fountain thillf 
ſend Gork her ſtreams con 
nually : mans thoughts arent 
good now and then,and il nay 
and then, bur they be ill , it} 
onely ill : vain, and onely villp 
fooliſh, and never wiſe » Wn 
thoughts of man are fo yil 
the thoughts of God are as 
FIOUS. 1 
4. Mans thoughts they: 
temporall: man thinks not! 
fore he is, before he lives,belay- 
he a&s underſtanding : and 
thoughts periſh when he dt 
the thoughts of Gods heart 
290 eternity to eternity ; tir 
Jencration to Generation WC 


Counſell of the Lord Randal 


—_—_ 


| Ka of Mingander ie, . 


feartto all Generations :to ge- 
eration and generation (as oi 
Hebrew hath it)never was there 
iGeneration in the world, but 
>ds thoughts were either for, 
Ir againſt the men of that Ge- 
Wieration, and Kill all his 
Schoughts and his  Counſels 
Wiftood : they took place; what 
yer -was thrown down: they 
zod, what ever fell. 
Secondly » theſe thoughts 
that God hath towards his peo- 
Pp. what are they,but the eter- 
Wall movings of Gods mind to- 
wards and for the good of his 
jeople? To clear them yet more 
1 what they be, confider theſe 
"Mhre - things touching theſe 
thoughts of God : 
' 8 Grqrqungy the bottome of 
| 1:this we fhall knd to be 
t lafnieely loving, gracious, 
; id tender bowels of 
thoſe are they that work upon 
oy God, and -_- $ him caſt in his 


a mind, what-to do for his peo= 


CG Z ple, 


"1 
rever: the 4c, rh of his Pla33ars * 


; 
af 


” 


40 HMereies thoufhts, for the. ' 
ple, whom he ſoloves;: had s 
God no bowels of love towa 
his,he would think no thoug 
towards them. 

2. The bleſſed iſſue of tl 
movings of Gods minde: an 
theſe arc his wiſc,ſtrong, grad 
ous, immoveable purpoſes 
decrees of God , what he w 
mok certainly do for his pe 
ple- 

3. The fruits of theſe 
vings and purpoſes of Go 

| theſe are his heayenly care, | 


EF 


- 
x 
_ \__—— 


co FqT aagHnrug wp Urry YO 5 = 


A 
, 


_ 


holy plots , his blefſed dex 
his divine inventions : howgh 
what way and means toduh 
; people good : he careth fot y 
IT Pers. 7, (ſais Peter and with ſuch; 
X carethat is tull and alſufficie 
ſo that his children need nc 

muſt not take up ſome, 

| leave the reſt to him : but thy 
2 The 3-muſt caſt all their care upd 
- him : God gives peace to h 
pours: by all meanes, who 

imſelf the Lord and Princes 

PEAace. -*.. 


oT 
KY 


TT 

+4 a 

by 

* 5.4 
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3- Hefinds his people when Deve.z2; 
be in a wild theſes *% 
them, in all their deſolate con- 
Miitions: their broken wals,their 
rackt eſtates z their broken 
OWer , 18 continually before 
their God. | 
4. — _ he takes 
bis ebythe hand in the MER 
wilderneſſe, he will not ſuffer —_ " 
Mthem to wander out of the way 
in their ſiraits :theſe ſhall be 


- 


me by him,whileſt they are 
ed by him: theſe are bet= 
Wtered, whilſt they are ſcour- 


F He compaſles them about, 
tobe a ſure defence to them, he 
them, and that in his 
own hand, and ſo, as the apple 
ofhis own eye. 

\ Fourth]y, there are the ſweet 
companions of -theſe bleſſed 
thoughts of God towards his: 


Fol. The admirable delight 
God takes in theſe thoughts of 
3 5 Es © 


Iſa.49. 16, 


42 © Mefcits thoughts, for the" 
his,and in the exerciſe of th 
the Lord had a' delight in! 
Deur.zo, fathers, tolove them(Cſaies 
iI5* _ ſerto Iſrael) he took pleaſure 
loving Iſrael: in beltowing 
own mercy , he himſelf t 
as much (weetnefſe in giv ” wn 
as they in receiving : it they ; , 
lighted in enjoying Gods lg 
(as wel they might) ſo did Galli 
himſelf in giving out his low” 
the Nurſe that up out &t 
milk xo the childe upon t 
breaſt, ſhe finds pleaſure as w( 
a$ the child nouriſhment. 
cie pleaſes him( ſaies 4c 


he wils, defires, mercy , gra. 
Micah,qz he longs (as it were)to ſhewh c 
18 bounty 3 he wa'ts to be grad : 
2Þ ous( Giles Iſaiah Ythat Phr 

87 impliesand couches in it. 1 

Ipſe eft vo- Gods infinite defireto be gras 
tens de ous: 2. His moſt perte& wil, 
dome, ſe as, he will not beſtc 


"= TY a, « ha; 


veſſels of Mercy under miſery. 
. 2; As there is 2 bleſſed de- 
light going along with theſe 

of Ip; God towards' his, 
J there is a moſt wile, ſetled, 
and firm conſtancy in theſe 
oughts of God towards his 
people: he is of one mind (fſaies 
M74 )whocan turn him ?God is 
&as the ſon of man, that he 


purpoſes were broken off, even 
hethoughtsof his heart: Gods 
houghts be ſo far from being 
$aſhadow, that they have not 
omuch as aſhadoy of turnin 

anthem, who can breake os 
*Jods purpoſes? who canunſet= 
etheſe thoughts of God ? who 
1 part or divide betwixt theſe 
oughts of God, and the peo- 
jc 0 God ? who ſhall ſeparate 
rom thelove of God ( ſaith the 
ipolile) and may it not as well 


ods purpoſes -of love? not 
ur norderil; nor any fin,nor 


43 


ſhould repent,({aics Balaam) Fob Numb.23. 
amplains,that al his thoughts 19 


were as a ſhadow ; and that his |*''7-7» 


p askt,who ſhall ſeparate from' 


- any 


+ + 


Mercier thoughts, for the + 
any unworthineſle; in the pa; 
ple of God. The very nature 
the bleſſed Godmuſlt be dettr 


ed, the very fountain of 1 
dried, the moſt quick and 


ol 


, tender bowels of his gra; 


. of God can be made unconlt; 


. They flow. 


deadned, before theſe purpd 


that there ſhould be yea , ai” 
nay with them, that the” 
fhould be for and againft 
ſhort ſpace; the Apolile will 
ſuffer this imputation to bei 
_ =; _ a 7 
e, ne pu 'd act 
Aber thefleſh, that with | 
there ſhould be yea, yea, 1 
nay, nay : that he ſhonld be 
and con )as weuſe to fay: 
will our God endure, that 
fhould lic upon him, thate 
is yea andnay in his purpd 
no, no : Gods purpoics hc d 
and ſtand, and never vary 
Rill ſhew the unchangeabh 
of that nature, from wh 


4 
ÞY 
0 » 


3+ There are gloxions allllf” 


' veſſele of Mercy under miſey. 0 45 
pfGod , mixtas it were with 
theſe thoughts of God towards 
is. As, 1. To make himſelf a 
Þ oy pam by _ _—_ 
elead bis peopleout © 
compaſt them about inthe wil» 
dernefſe , brought them into 
Canaan , the Spirit teſtifies, 
was to make himſelf a glori» © 
ons name, a name of ornament, 
| name that might become Tfi.c4.14; 
bod himſelf, a name of glory MIRaAN 


(faies the text) a name that Nomen 


migat proclaimGod to be the ernatns; 


high ſt, the greatell the wilch, glorie, de. 
the fulleſt of mercy. cork. 
2. Togivchis people reſt:the 
pirit of the Lord cauſed Iſrael 
toreſt ( Gaies the ſame Prophee 
in the ſame place)twas a bleſ- 
ledreſt indeed which the Spirit 
pf God cauſed : Iſrael was in 
pany troubles, he went thorow 

Bay brakes , bur art laſt the 
Sint. of God ſet him downs 
placed him, and p!anted him in 
thatland of ret. All indeed was 

dt over in a moment , Iracl 


"0k 


thine forth in the 


* Meade Pzth: ks the 


muſt bein a waſting and ho 
ing wildernefſe for: a time 3; 
allthis while the Spirit 14 
him , and his purpoſes w 
ry Irael ſhould reſt 3 let i 
prog but follow bim.hef r 
cauſelIſracl-to reſt at laſt :" 
will prepare a Land for hin. 
_ for a a _ woe Y 
an offeflion of the 
of CRE », andthere he (| 
feed and reft. Gods thoug 
reſtnot in pitching upon hal 
mercies: tis: Iſraels reſt | 
thoughts reach unto: and w 
God Srmina 6 effeFted 11 
be 0 bagel, and when 
is time, he gave Iſrael 
fit down, and oy that god 
Land of reſt, purpoſed and py 
miſed long before. . © 
Fifthly, the declerariend i. | 
manifeſtation of theſe though 
of God in their viſible fr) ut 7 
When Gods thoughts come 
broad, asit were , when thi 
cye of t 
world, when Gods decreefl 
bring. 


=O veer of Mercy wider mifery. 
bring forth, when that which 
Jay in the womb of his purpo= 

ſes is born, there is a time, and 
 aſcttime too, when the Lords 
decree brings forth (as the Pro- 


AF. God to gather themſelves to- 
i" gether, to ſeek meekneffe and 
-rTighteonſneſſe, ere the decree 
rings forth,erethe day of the 
Lords anger come upon them : 
Theſe two the Prophet makes 
to be one, thecomming of the 
bs day of Gods anger, and the 
W_ bringing forth of the Decree: 
-*For, as ſoon as thedecree of ju- 
MW fiice comes forth, the day of 
oe - angeris broke, it appeares: ſo 
© "his purpoſes and thoughts of 
}- anger towards the wicked, 
MF makes anger at length to goe 
hb... forth; theſe ſend forth his 
wrath in ſtrokes,terrible woun- 
8 dings, deadly conſumings: ” 
Theſe thoughts of wrath,break 
by forth in the face of God by 


blowes. | 


47 


of pher Zephaniah tels hs; &there- ©" 
upon calls upon the people of 


w  frowns, inthe hand of God by 


: "= bag is 
+7 6 
F 


c 


4 4 


Jer.2 3.20. 20t return till be hath executed,a 


© * j you wad by io E: T3 bo y MIT < l : - 
Mercies thoughts, for the -* 


provoke it, according. as it re 


blowzs. Moreover, this exe 
tion of his thoughts of juſtis 
holds proportion with his Dy 
cree, is all out as full as h 
thoughts were: every blow h 
determins to trike,hewil itriks 
he wil notſpare them ajot : Th 
ang er of the Lord (ſayes Jer.)ſt 


till be hath performed the thoughts 
by heart. In theſe Divine purpa 
ſes,God doth. as it were,ſecreth 
bind himlelfe, promiſe to hin 
ſclf, to his own Juſtice, ſomu 
ſatisfaQtion upon thoſe th 


quires: now God performing thi 
tothe fall,and the anger of th 
Loxd will not retyrntill it hat| 
executed thus far: he will n 
ver call back his anger fromeh 
purſuit of ſuch, uncill ic hath 
purſued them long enough 
far enough. So his purpoſes 
good towards his people, tl 

bring forth as plentifully 
look what our God promiſes ti 
his own grace; to his own boi 


am awGw es = =ronmwas = £"9."V => 2. 
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veſſels of Mercy under mifery. 

es, that, he will perform to 
the full : look what in pee he 
purpoſes concerning 

| any I tOa grains: hey thall 

ve from his gracious Lon: 

he works freely in- a way of 
mercy, till he hath performed 
the thoughts of hig hh, that 
is, all bis thoughts —_— 
them, till there be a thou 

of God towards them, oe t 
beares his fruit, and brings 
it forth to them, and 
them, till it be ſeen that there 
isnot a thought of God barren 
towards them : never ſhall the 
purpoſes and thoughts of God 
return , till all this bee done. 
The thoughts of God are like c_, 
Bolomons Flock of Sheep, every ,.z, 
one bears twins, and none is 
barren among them : Our God 
awho hatcs barren thoughts in 
W ple, will not , cannot 
have themin his own heart: his 

es will all out in their 

"time, and his hand will per- 
fora what he hath pitcht up- 


| know firlt, the Spirit of G 


2 Fn ; _ 4 y = » S by 58 . ) 
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thoughts Ithink towards yal 


Jer.15.7. + 


* 
on in his own thoaghts : if. 
thoughts be for-delivera! 
ofthis people, delivered thi 
ſhall be, what ever oppoleny! 
theſe purpoſes of God will *caif 
it away, theſe will beg 
all down before them, 
make a plain way even among 
mountains, for their-due ay 
glorious performance- © wk 
The ſecond term' to be nif* 
folded, is to have the me 
place, and it is this, |-T 


wherein this queſtion mult] 
reſolved , How. and why. til® 
thoughts of God are ſaid WF 
be towards his people. Fats 
ſatisfaftion in this thir 


means that they were though 
of love, of mercy, of peace, 1 
good, as he vis afts 
wards : In Scripture ſenſe, tl 
word | towards] when it is" 
ferred to' Gods will , mini 
thoughts,it alwayes notes man 
cy : as inthat place, If 44 


7 : 


: 
- 
5 | 


" veſſels of mercy wnder miſery. 
Samuel '(fayes God) ſtood | 
we me, yet my mind could nat be 
rds this people: that is,] could 
notlove them , I could not ac- 
ept of them, I could not for- 
bear them, Icould not hold an 
and of Juſtice from them : 
id the word (againſt) joyned 
3 Gods face, or will, notes 
J inchaſtice: as in that place, 
The face of the Lord #« againſt them ©2.34.16. 
ved, to cut off the remene- 
Fance of them from the earth : the | 
jeaning is, theſe evill doers 
Il have and ſee and feele the 
gmible face of Gods Juſtice : 
god will appear tothem as one 

gainſt them, as an enemy, and 
$anenemy moſtjuſtly enraged 
rake whoſe very _ 

m upon their deftru 
1:Onr God a confuming fre” 29. he F2- 
$more then to ſay, Our 
mes and devours up the: 

: For it notes this, that 

© very nature of God 1 is a' 

Mumer of his enemies, heis 
acehimielfe. When the mer- 


cle 


. 
Aa _ Ten ac. tt. At. 


ickec 


- higheſt ſtrain, . it is ſaid, Gt 
Love :'he is Mercy it ſelf agy 
as hath mercy: *Tis infin 
more then toſay, hedorh 1 
$o here, to ſay God is a cc 
mirg fire, is infinitely m 
then toſay,God doth conſt 
ſo nuich is the face of the I 
againit his enemies. that 
very nature is againſt 
and their conſumption ſhall 
ſuch as the very Juſt naturghi 
God ſhall lay upon them. ſd 

Secondly', the Spirit malhn 
ſuch thoughts as were tow 
none but his : theſe 

- had the (ſmiling face of 

| thoughts, they were no 
wards wicked men at all 
adequate and ful obje& oft 
thoughts. were the peoph 
God: *Tis as much as it. 
ſhould ſay, towards yc 
ponyrogmy redeemed ones, 

irdly . ſuch [4 

naturally and moft '* 
liream towards his: God Wjou 


IL 


LY 
ap 


PENIPAGNIER $3 

1 by any: cauſe out | 

Chis ewbodideconacare | 
zot, or counſel! him , or bid 
+ think ſuch thoughts to- 
ds; his: he ſets his owne 
ke hcoc0 work by his own 
ture. This is for the (How} 
for the(Why )the thoughts 

f God arcſaid to be towards 


F ih, becauſe every thoughe 
Gods heart is full of good 

Will cowards his : itis forthcir 

| antages for their profic : it 

ries in it a full bl : it is 

Cluſter of Grapes in Eſa, Iſa 65.8, 

os new wine in it : new 

e found in it, new wine 

h d to be good too: a blef- 

gwasin it: Sowe may ſay 

| chonghe of God to» 


is people, there is wine, 
ine, and ſuch new wine 


ath a blefling in it : oh, it 

ar wn ſweetly | it feeds, Sel.Sor 
Hlkes, makes glad the ſoule 7.9, 
 Poore creature: Theſe 
wghts being towards them, 


they 


$4 


54  Mereies thou;bts, for th 'y 
' they are' then fortheir roſþu 
rity,their peace." their {a 
cation ,- their 4alvation: 
are towards them for their! 
altation, deliverance, anc 
ſolation: Who can name' 
bleſling that theſe bring no) 
when they come & vilit a 7 
foul? who ever was in that 
condition, ſtrait temptat 
that was not delivered in e 
ing the bleſſed fruits of « 
thoughts ? Theſe they © 
cloathed with ſalvation *£ 
Luke 2.14. tne out the Angels ſong 
cares of Gods people, G 
God in the higheſt , on earth 
good will towards men-: the bl 
& expreſhons of theſe thouy 
what do they prove lefſett 
then mercies, embracett 
on eyery fide? The Lord 
a man good,thinks a-mani 
leeyer, thinks hima per 
thinks him yeelding and 
dient': for when he mal 
his thoughts of good-toli 
the man 1s a new creatureze9 


al! 


B 


ry 


els of mercy under miſery 

18, he is all this, and more 
n this. A manih a finfall 
dition he hath an i111 eye to- 
ds himſelf, ill thoughts a- 


xe: he is a ſelf-deſtroper,thyſe 
we the fruits of his owne 
zoughts: but Gods thoughts 
7 are all for good, for life, 
= 20 a poore {oule : Hee 
tipeaks peace to his 5 
ury oa 5.2 fieſt , Tens 
ights of peace towards his 
fore : Gods good pleaſure of 


imſelf,gocs before the ſaving 
welation of the myſtery of 
iswill to his. 

;Secondly, his thoughts may 
I] be ſaid to be towards 
n, becauſe they tend ſo 
ch to advance and honour 
em :My heart (ayes Deborah) 
award: the Governours of Iſrael, 
a ered themſelves willingly a= 
mg the : as if ſhe had 
id, Oh! bow I love and ho- 
;Wonr ſach > Oh my heart is 
uy | muck 


”_ \. wh - E , 1 
a 7 
*, 4 
55 | 


zinſt his own: ſoule in all he PÞlal.8s. 8. 


—> 


is will which he purpoſes in Eph-1.9. 


Judg.5.9 


| Mercier tougher, for' 
| much taken with them1/4 


vernours indeed ! So w 
dſayes,My thoughts areff 
wards my people, it is as mill 
aif hefhould ſay, Theſe 
they that I intend to: hi 7 
yea, _— v ——_— hy 
- m cs Of good will dof 
they all have it : if all 
mercitull thoughts will i 
themup, they faltbs adwihn 
ced-: Now they are baſe, 
In captivity underthehan 
their crael] enemies, but I 
ſet 'them aloft again 2: 
thoughts run for their rc 
ry,for the: regaining of 
name, for to make th Jl 
name, and a praiſe: th 
be the d,andnottheta 
haveſee my heare upon the 
deliver, redeem them, & 
hem 


them. 
Thirdly, becauſe in 4 
thoughts of God, therewai 
mixture of the evill of 0 


< 
_” 


veſſels of w der-rmifer 
nt., they were onely , they 
4 yer for rodd:rhoughry 
evil ys NOT of affligtions, 
ayes the Text)theſethonghts 
xere wholly made up of mer- 
y: they be all towards you, 
Wfayes God) none againit 


& Fourthly, becauſe theſe lo» 
ing thoughts of God, were 
erthe birth : when few years 
Miz. 70.) were over,they would 
Wreak forth and ſhine, and ſcat- 
Faway the darknefle of their 
endition : theſe thonghts were 

ming dirctly towards 

emiand that apace too. 

we Fifthly, becauſe a]l theſe 
onghts of God towards his, 
ere united ( as it were) for 
isone thing, even to deliver 
tem: Gods thoughts were not 
nded, they did not ſetthemy 
es one- againſt another : 


ane thoughts were not for 
bem, and Come againſt them 3 
tallwent this one way, and 

"with-a major votcy but with 
IETF A 


' Win Ar A An he ho T 
OY - v0 ol " p * + _—_ ; : 
_— — = 
” , : 
' Iergjes thoughts, fort 


a generall -one ,. cried: uj 
proſperity of. Gods peog 
they all agreed in one (en 
contradicente) as we uſe to (ul 
not a thought gainſaying. 
Sixthly , becauſe all chil 
thoughts of God towards 
people , continueſo: they; 
main freſh and ſtrong and li 
ly inthe breaſt of :.0 
arenot like Ephraims good 
which was like the -morr 
deaw : theſe paſſe not away ih 
they abide in Gods heart, 
they bring forth their gal 
. My thoughts towards y 
that is, ſo, as that they wil 
ver turn their faces from yl” 
fhall chink till cowards yough 
I work fully according rol 
own thought,according to 


pre my own will : wy 
eſo towards you, that Wi 
will come to you in the full 
of their bleſſings : my heaj 
ſoon you, that 1 tall ; 
till Iam at work for you.” WW 
Seventhly , Þccauſc in whilſt 


4 


S 


wes of Aforey weder miſery. 
thoughts God  zimed-> at this, 
hat mercy 'to give them':! he: 
'that by his owne perfe&t wiſe 
emes knew moſt: exaly,-rhe 
frteſt mercy to': beſtowed } 
ſayes, my' thoughts areto- 
ards you': as if he ſhould ſay; 
Kainking yea'T- have altea= 
dy" in my - thoughr'what mer-! 
; what kinde of mercies, 
ow- many mercies, and- at 
ſeaſon, I ſhalt 9m 
bem : I-will fic you with | 
Wiercies; helpe you with Po 
aercies © come to you with ſea-" 
ble metcies : fill you' with" 
is Rorie:mercies. 
; Becauſe that -in all theſe 
, kouphts, God next unto him- 
anſelfe ay med at them, at therr' 
d: God thought what met- 
give, but that wasinetall, 
bethe main of all: my -rfronghts 
yes God ) be towirds; you 2- 
ef ayme at is, that you 
|b lefled, that you may be- 
ict that youmay- be coms- 
we t; you —_—_— my-thoughts, 
gp. in 


4, 
&Q 
 ** 


. the Spirit of God in this Ph 


Adercies thoughts, for thi F | 
in my eye, above, morc,the 
the gifts I give: tis for your lakelſſ} 
I thinke thus ; my thoughts an * 
tewards you : Hee that thinkhc 
what togive to one he loves, hilly 
thoughts bee not ſo much thy 
wards the gifr, as towards thihy 
perſon te. whem he intends Why 
givc,and for whoſe fake he kallfior, 
ſach thought-contrivings : Wo 
God he thinks indeed what 
do for his own people, b 1 

pughts be alone towards thi N 
for whom he ſo thinks, upon Wile 
en the thoughts of God cently 
and they reſt not,thy are not 
wards any bleſſing, ſo as tewilllhe\ 
thoſe whom he loves to blaipti 
_ .. Thirdly, for the unfoldi 
the next terme : I know 
thoughts I thinke towards 


$i 
ſpeaks much, & moſt excellentMac 
or--the conſolation of his: 
vants,to make them aflured; 
this was Lis determinatior 
theſe were his. thoughts il 
cowards them : for I oy to 


kan of mercie nuder wiſery. 6x” 
zhts I chinke towards, you: | 
1 4 FN 
| No- man can tell my 
hor Brag but” my ſelfe : Who 
am ſearch into my decerees,my 
wes ? Cheere up your ſelves 
Gneople $67 owne- hearts 
Way riſc, and tell you , this is 
this caamor be Gods minde, 
zods thoughts rowards you: do 
pt you ſee the fad > para you 
under? the clond over you is 
gke, and: when is the ſtorme 
eto blow 'over ? Well, well, 
yes God )comfort your ſelves 
hore hearts : fleſh and blood 
owes not my thoughts : Cor-, 
jon is none ef my Counſet- 
$,is not acquainted with my 
s de : a fleſhly minde is with- 
he, it underſtands not my 
bunſell :-it is enough for you; 
a Thnow my owne thoughts 
as you : tell your corrup- 
ye take too much upon 
to poece up your ſelves my 
> your enemies may in- 
IT you, as aloſt,an undone 
D 2 peg* 


= 


Micah, 4. 
12, 


| his Eonnſel + theſedpeake w 


Attzroies thoughts, ſor % | 
pcoplez and run. to gaze "uf 
your miſery with joy, yea 
their eyes uponiyo 
ſuch/as blefſe themſelves -ins 
rages: they may: thinke 
ſhall dow have.:our will'y 
them» now: 'weeſhall havey 
luſts fatisfyed ,/ and--our 
ge bee > faies God )x 
Not 3 Teare- not MY: pPeopl 
they know:-not the, Mnrgke 
the; bord, they underſtand] 


of 


out book 5they utter the'dr 
and deceitg of their own hey 
I ſeat. them not = they are 1 
of my privieCongſell;1 
not? ag.43 they: : Trhinke 
they 3! My | thoughts; arc of 
ther _— ruo}'or: dther 
ro other purpoſes : and 
make way, -and worke | fart; 
owne ends ; to ſhape thi 
perſons and aRlons to omy 
minde. 4 
Secondly-, Toy know 
thooghes + that is, I;nnde! 
my (elf, my ſecrets, and al 


veſelr of Moroyioader wiſery: G3 
pales perfeMy: :''I can:iread in 
his ſecret book of my*Counſels, 
vich is ſcaled up; and- ta.deep 
pr finite creatures to reach un» 
o: I can, not onely epquireaf- 
erthe Conſultations ,- and the 
leterminations of -my ' owne 
bowels ; but I can, and do- moſt 
fully know what I have there fer 
owne to" tittle-': the fame 
ord that ſearched Davigs heart, _ 
Ind knew it, and that ſo,that he Plal. 139. 
nderſtood . all his thoughts a+ '***** =» 
cre. off » and. was acquainted 
eriectly 'with-all - his wayes ; 
x15 ignorant: of none 'of: his 
wne waies2 the. -Lerd--writes 
otin this booke of 'remems+ 
nance ſuch ſtrange Characters, Ma'.; 1.26; 
ue he cannot underſtand him 
flte,rchat he cannot Tead them, 
Woken .kee comes to/ look them - 
fer: God:is light; and he thar 
0. light -ir:ſelfe, what can bee 
tke to him. _ {Lt 
TFhirdly,I know my thoughts, 
a is;Llook over them-all I per 
ery, leaf of. this' booksevery 
D 3 word 
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ledge my thoughts are towall 


Aﬀercies thuoghts, for the® 
word>tittle, ſyllable of this wilh® 
ting : I lay net this booke 
mine by me:T let it not ly , alt® 
ather duſt : Iam till a reading 
Nill eying, What I have Li % 
ſed, what I have promilſcd to 
for my people. | 
_ Fourthly,' I know 
thoughts : that is,'T ackng 


you : Iprove and try them, al 
ftill 1 ſo confefſe, yea am 8 
that this is my minde : it ig 
chanecable, it is one and 
fame towards you + Wl 
thoughts are ſo fooliſh, ſo 
ble, you arc of ſo many, mi 
that you doc not know y 
own minds : but I know 
thoughts, they are united, 
run one Way : you may be. 
traced in your thoughts, I 
not in mine : you may bee! 
caved in yours, I cannot bt 
1N mine, F 

4. The fourth, thing is \ 
the thoughts of God pitch 
@n, as they be tewards,and 


wi ( 
$ 
: 
M 


_ 


= veſſels of mercy,under miſery. &5 
towards his people : this the 
k fi of God ſets downe in four 
heads. | 
A. 1 They are. thoughts of 
Y peace - 
i 2 They are purely and onely 
"Y  : not of evill: that is, nor of 
J ſuch an evill that is oppoſed to 
peace,not of the evill of trouble, 
al war, Miſery ; and therefore ite 
MY all peace. 
. 3 They are bountifull 
of thoughts : thoughts to give : 
MJ and therefore are both loving 
Wand coriching. 
4 They are bountifull to fa- 
tifaRion : ſatisfying thoughts : 
thoughts togivean end, anda 
moſt welcome one too: an end, 
and expeRatien too, { fayes the 
Text ) that is ſueh an 'end, that 
ſhall anſwer all their lengings, 
and expeations of good : their 
elfire ſhall come, as well as an 
end ſhall come ; and when that 
omes tis as a tree of life, for 
weetneſſe to the raft; for beauty p;o, 1.7. 
tothe eye : for joy to the keart: = 
| D 4 for 


=. 


them,that-they mighe/borh mi 
- Tifie thier own" thonghts, '< 


- Aﬀercies thongba!; for the: 
for life tor theſpirit:Ohowf 
ly God doth breath out:meroylf 
Here his very thoughts be-(wllet 
were) turned into peace, helm 
be no thoghts of evill, trouble 
paine, miſery: not of evill (fighhi 
God) what ther? Theſe thoughllfſlot 
of mine ( faies God ) are all toll 
mercy: they have no mixtureWhpoſ 
evill in them, ”E 8 
I am all upon giving good: upalifely 
anſwering prayers ; fulfilli 
deſires ; ſending deliverances i + 
my people: ' here 1s nothingll 
four:ded out,but the language 
Mercy : never did the bowels 
God appear morefraizfu]l, man} 
render, or makea greater ſhah 
then now :-Qur God is nowWht 
afew words,'"teaching his peſt 


1 
oy * 


ple thefulnefle, the renderneliy; 


of his owne bowels: ke calls lt” 
the pit to them ; and tells iy 
poore. ſoules now deep in! 
firefle, what he thinkes towat 


43 
of 
j 
w 


knew how to look-upon 


-weſſels of Meri) nnder whifery. $7 
{You thinke ( ayes God) but | 
you doe but thinke ſo ; thoughts 
trouble, of paine , of puniſh- 
Wment : Oh (fay you): wee ſhall 
wer ſee good day, more :: no- 
og; but forrow may we looke 
Wt : we are-it fo that wee ſhall 
xher. get out : we think it im- 
poſſible to be delivered. | 
Þ Yea, but you. deccive your Luhy.)! 
elves ( layes ' God ) I: thave | 
Wthoughts of peace rowards/You. |, 
Ya}, but" thou haſt! Þad Object, 
thorights of evil heretotore;and 
we till lye under the ſmart of 
the fruics of choſe thoughts, | 
Ye, bat | have laid downe 4n/v. 
Mheſe choughts,(fayes God)they 
Bate .come'to/an end:,! and I have 
ken up'thoughts of..pdact 'tos 
wards you. | [50 7: 
8" Yea; but we lack ſo manch, gy; 
wants be unſpeakable, our , 
refluces excced/nz burdenſome; 
dunleſſe this and that evill be 
removed, and our wants fupply- 
d, we ſhallftill be inpaine:,”-- Fr 
= will give you Glayes God) Ar/w. 
a Ds5 doe | 


Objeth 


68 Mercier thowghts, fort , 
doe you want this, & want? 
to make you proſperous, 
your cendition comfortable? 
not that caſt you downe, i 
ſhall have frem me, from 
fulnefſe : and would yeu hf” 
chis and that evill-removed FF 
ſhall be done, they (hal nor wal? 
ble you long. F: 
Objeft, Yea; bat we have large exit 
c_ ns erm ; , 
wav. Whatif you have; yet 
We I wil ſatisfie you(fayes the Ly 
you ſhall hace your expe&tint” 
to the full: I wil fill yon,rhowl* 
your moeuthes be opened wid: 

Yea, but we have expetal 
great While already,and no g 
comes: we have looked fer li 
and beheld darknefle; for pe 
. and bekold trouble. | 
Anſw, Why yet tarry (fayes 

will come in its appointed tif 

F br aaa port» and oy.; 
e&ation too : my thoughts MF 
peace will ſpeak at laſt; hay ray 
will ſpeake by working , 1 
brioging forth peace untdyaly 


Object, 


1. 


= 
IF 


—"—— 


"veſſels of mercy nuder miſery, \ 69 © 
a poore ſoule raiſe np carnall 
dbje&ions as faſt as it can for 
s owne diſconlation: why here 
anſwer .cnough- to, ſtop their 
mouthes ; water enouſh to 
Fcuench their fire; vertue enough 
take away their ſtings : and 
rafon enough to filence all of 
Ithem:the very language of theſe 
Mepreflions ef the. love of God, 
Fit carryes chis voyce in it + bofi- ,- 7 
Mleat,O all fleh,before the Lord: $6 hf of 
What can flcſh and bloud fpeake 
ut here it is anſwered, and its 
Mmoath ſtop : let us take aſunder 
the particuler expreſſions, wher- 
is God ſets forth the beauty & 
he fweetnefle of rheſe thoughts 
« his, and wee ſhall the more 
dearly ſee which way theſe 
Mhoughts rend ;. and what God. 
im(elfe intends to doe for his: 
Yowne people. 
. Firſt ( ayes God.) they bee 
houghcs of peace ; he that laid 
efore, hee knew his owne 
thoughts ; now hee ſhewes thar 
hee would. have -his people to 
-» -# KneW 


Mercies iboughts, for thi "#F. » 
know them : and for the unidbllpoc 
ding -of his owne thoughts Wert: 
the revealing and laying opal his 
of- his owne boſome,, -hee call Go 
ther thoughts of peace © - 10] glai 

Here rwo things muſt be g 
7; quired into. i Firſt , -what'W th 
meant:by»peace: Secondly what hi 

Phil. 4: 7. by-thoughts of peace : forth. 

firſt, ptacens:afucer word, 

| #pnm17 V- a{weater: things, it comes fre 

© God; tisthe peace of God. 

IF: ,. js.. more {weet, excellent), ant 

glorious, then mans mind” @ 
reach te, it is aboye the mind 
above the capacity of any maiii 
Itkath more in ic then the” Up 
geſt underſtanding can b*hol 
the word uſed by the Apoltly 
netes a having more', whe 
man- hath gone farcheſt, when 
hath apprehended moeft, ill 
comes {ſhort in knowing' whil 
rkis peace is: /it denotes /all ithe 
bleſſings God gives] to: kis perl 
ple 3 Heewill blefſe his peopli 

Pla 25.13 with peace (ayes the Prophith 

David) that is, with all charm 


7d 


"} - > 


4 veſſels of Merry under miſery, - 71. 
pood : When the Lord Chriſt is 
ecting out his Name, his Love, 
kis mercy to his Saints,in a pure 
 Goſpell way, ( like as God pre- 
i caimes his Name to. Aoſes un- If. 5.6, 
der the Law ) he calls himfelfe IU 
1 the Prince of Peace ; and tiles DI2w 
i his Government , the govern- 
* ment of Peace : and (obſerve it) 
this ride of Prince of Peace, is 
buy the laſt rticle and the ſweeteſt, the 
very ſamme and quinteffence of 
oy all the reſt : in this'Ticle Chriſt —. 
Wl diſcovers the very life of his gra- 
il cious Name : and whither his 
I Name Wonderfull, Connſcllours. | 
the mighry God, the everlaſtin> + 
oy Farher, doe allrend : and what F- 
© be aymes at in all theſe Tirles he 
IJ puts upon himſelf, they even ran \4 
oy all at laſt into this one, the : 
Wl Prince of Peace ; they all fer him 
If upupon the throne,as the Prince 
J of Peace , and proclaim his go- 4 
xrnment to be full of Peace, as 711 4 | 
fBowing fromthe wiſtdome and F- 
heart of him that is the wonder-- "NF 
wy full CounſclUour, the cyerlaſting - F 
_ . . Father, ; 


72 


| Ifa.$.7.: x 
Pal I 1 7.9 


Father, the Prince of Peacerh 


is no peace.for thee ( ayes God) 


 Mencies thewghts, for th 


as the Prince.is,lq is his geverns 
ment : as his heart is, fo. is hi 
reigne : this peace is that which 
as it is freely given, ſo it is rates 
ly ; every one hath it not, nat 
ſhall have : the veice of God tg 
the wicked is like lehwes voigg 
to the meflenger of thar wi 
King ,. What haft thon to day 
with peace ? Let the wicked en 
quire and aske after peace; thers 


wy yu = ag .rnw 


never dreame of it, doe not d& 
ceive thy ſelfe; thy portion #8 
fire and brimſtone, ſtorme and 
tempeſt, this is thy cup : I wi 
raine downe ſnares: I will rains 
downe troubles : I will. raing 
downe.. deſtrution upon theg. 
This —_ large thing,it.rew 
ches farre. The Hebrew word 
is Wide, yet it is narrower then 
peace it ſelf.It notes, firſt quiet 
2, ſafety. 3. Liberty. 4. Plens 
ty , Profoerity. 5.(- Strength 
Seundnefle, intirenefle., whole 
nefic, 6, Freſhnefle and foutis 


v4 
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” veſſels of mercy nudey miſery, 
fhing z put all theſe rogether, 
SJ they will make a brave peace, a 
#7 full;one indeed: and we ſhall fee 
1 what the Lord meanes by 
A thoughts of peace , that is, kee 
F intended ro make them x quiet 
*f pcople, holily ſecure: x ſafe peo- 
i ple , fully prote&ed from fears 
*f and enemies : a free people, full 
of libercy : a proſperous. people, 
f full of plenty : an able people, 
I full of ſtrength : a beautifull 
Js people, full freſhneſle,ſweet- 
FRoteithine, This peace it 
*F looks two wayes ; -cither to the 
$0 infide,or ro the outfide ofa man: 
"FJ the firſt we call peace of Conſci- 
F ence ; this is the peace indeed + 
"= # peace full of glory : : te 
"F make. up this peace , the ſoule 
"| ouſt firſt livein Cu n:15-T : 
"j foules dead in fins cannot have 
"£1 dramme of th's peace, which 
"R:lone is the gift of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Prince of peace. 2.The ſonle 
A muſt be ſer in order by the ſpirit 
"F of God,ere this peace can come: 
F there muſt be a frame of holi- 
T ; nefle, 


{ 


Px 


- " m4 VR | 
+ B+ 


Is Inward | | 


Peace. 


* 


Ly 


Th -_Merciertboughtr, for the 
neſle, ere there can bee the-j 
of peace. 3. The fſoule mi 

have living and right-gronndgp! 
apprehenſtons of the totall gael 
movall of: all the guilc of his 
and the full purchaſe of the wlſt 
vour of; God: by the blond 
Jefus Chriſt: the enilt of ſin mullu 
beitaken off from bardening the 
Conſcicnceere this can be : fone 
the guilt of fla wil let flye im than 
face of the ſoule; and cauſe 
troubles ſuck rerrors, that chew" 
can b2 no reſt till cheſe devits 8 
laid, till they be cryed dowtt 
the ſoule by the loud voyce! 
the.blondof Jeſus Ghriſt, Hen 
 thevote and thevoyceof allt 
{oules that knew peace, 13 thil 
Chriſt is our peace. Laſtly, whet 
- this peace is, there 1s power, at 
Col.; 3... raling power too ; Let- he 
_ © peace of God ( fayes the- Apo 
 Mle)rrule in your hearts; [ 
Fracewiw, yygrd notes 2 chiefdome,arulin 
by abſolute Canqueſt-ler it © 
ry away'the victory ,:beare”! 
way the Bell :. let ic Oyercol 


31 


pt lr of wiſery wrdey werey. | 7 


ſn | yourunbelieſe, your diſquiet- 
jents, your troubles , :all that 
{Þct) Satan and finne make in 


u; er raiſe againſt you : ler 


inhis peace in you be chief, - and 
Se at che ſterne, all will be well 


; things will goe in the 
le-of a Bcleever in ſuch a 
yas may make for the ſoules 


ace, as may feed that, increaſe 


hat,” Hence it is, that wken the 


ace rules, ſuch a ſoule cannot 


he ſeed of God (and this ſeed 


xe as he did, he will not, the 


his peace amongſt the reſt ) OP 


mainesSin him ; and that in 
eh power, that he will not ex- rTy;, 
lange the. ſweetnefſe of this peace ru- 


reve both his Father and him- choylc. 
le; diſhonour his God , and Heb-11, 
errupt-his owne peace. Now 27 
Lords thoughts towards hits 
woe; arc chiefely and ay 
* or 


, 
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76 Aercies thoughts, for thay, 
for this peace , this inward... 
ving, ruling, comforting pet; 
You ſhall have that peace 
God ) that is mine, that pal 
that ſates with my though, 
that goes beyond wlU 
thoughts, the reach of 
mindes, of your underſtand, 
This peace which is my peach 
think to give to you : nay, thr 

Ioh.x4.27 Saviour ſaics more, 1 doe wk 

to you. 4 

- ther- Secondly , for the outwilll. 

ward peace: this is a freedome fm 

eace. opprefiion-: they ſhall bg 

_ themſelves, and no lives tg 

Ier.3ars Ehers, fayes God, a freed 

Zech,t.r; from troubles and diſqu 

ments : they ſhall be in a a 
condition, and in peaceablel- 
bircations ; a freedeme fromul 
\  anddanger, they ſhall be in 
ty, they ſhall lye dowa ſafely, 
none ſhall make tkem afraid 
. freedome from want and peltlh 
ry, they fhall be in proſpe 
and . enjoy abundance, G 
(ſayes,Goed ) ſhall bee the ll 


4 * 


veſſels of mercy wuder gh 
rd portion of my people : 
2 my choughts thus ts deale 
th them, thus to change[their 
dition,and bring them forch 
Slight: yea to be a light my 
k unto chem. I doe not in- 
| (fayes God ) that my peo- 
te hal alwayes be in captivity, 
yes bee under oppreſſi 
- butI will breake thoſe 
4; ad bring them out, 
. ll fave, I will | Toms them, 
ſhall flouriſh by me, and I 
ml be glorified by them : look 
y farre peace ve reach, ex- 
nd it to the utmoſt , my pe 
kfball enjoy all that,and more 
1 can bce uttered : ſuch a 
ce God ſpeaks of here. 
' Secondly » by thoughts of 
the means the firm and fet- 
Wderermivarion of God, tou- 
> the giving of this peace 
its ts ſeaſon, ro his people, tis 
ch, as if God thould fay, 
__ is this, this is my 
rp ole, to beſtow theſe bleſ- 
| upon my people after ſo 
Many yeares. For 


"n 
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AMercies thoughts, for this” 

For the ſecond thing cong 
ning theſe thonghts, as'thby 
ſer downe'in a negaiive' vi 
thoughts nor of evill : he mnſe; 
not of the evill of miſcry ; ml, 
thouzhres (faycs God ) are ih 
to thew my juſtice-rowards WE. 
people, to put them-ro pain 
make * voice of 'trembling 
feare, 3nd not of pzace amo 
them 3z' to encreaſe their t 
bles, or to continue them ," 
yond my appoynted time 
this Phraſe God- doth firſt. 
{wer what his people might 
jeRt;and lay in againſt their g 
Comforts; as thus;' why It 
might 'they fay , haſt thou} 
brought 'evill' apon us all 
while > wee have beene-unde. 
{»ferings, underenemies, undll;, 
captivity thus. long” 1; '5it 
thonghts ,; have been thoug 
of ewll towards ns,and licdlet 
theſe many years. Tis true(fl 
God) butnow I have thous 
not. of-evill ; -cheere up''y 
ſelves under'-all your ſmart4 


-— 


wke for your go ood, ahtindt 
for your evill: r your good, 
fave you , and: not for your 
ill plague yous 
7 Secondly , Godi: doth: moſt 
eetly ſer forth! what his! mer- 
jel! goings amongſthis people 
f bee when-(:his time! ſhall 
ime : 1t imports mercie with= 
"Wu mixture of ſorrowes:ir does 
and ſenſe: ): exclude afflitions: 
they hal have mercy( fries God } 
nothing but:-Mercy.:-peacey 
Jute nothing bur 'petce : com 
TW and nothing bur. comforo > 
ere be three ſpeciall things the 
pirit points at 1n this.phraſe,all 
ding to give a glorious-luſten 
n love of -Ged amfeckis 


\ 1 The etrenefſe of his mer- 
4 how cleere the ſtreame of 

we ſhould run from the - four- 
pi I n ofmerey,there ſhould be no 

{, but it: {houldbe a pure Ri- 

ot water of life,dcer as Chry- 
Wll (like thar which: was ſhew- 

to-/oby in bis Revelation) it Reve.22, 
; ve; ſhould 


» A % 
we ; 
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Aercies thought, for thi ” 
ſhould be mercy of that nawye; 
of that beauty,of that puriryah 


ſhould ſhew its criginaall, le 


| 


tl 
t 


procceding out of the Throng 
God,and of the Lambe. 
2 It ſets forth the. cleerer 
of his mercy - ris mercy 't 
ſhall be ſeen : mercy that a mj 
may ſee the very face of Goe 
Looke, fayes God, Thine- 
ſpall fee Jeruſalem a' quiet Hang 
tation, 'a T abernacle that ſpall 3 
be takes downe,&c. Oh this: will 
mercy indeed ! Oh this waour 
oouly ſight ! Oh this was wilhal 
le mercy ! Mercy, ſet uponifou 
hill by the Lords owne haptic 
that could not bs hid:now, Gan 
does ſpeake plainely,fweetly( 
the workings of his leve, by 
exerciſe of his kindneſle ) t 
his p2ople, area people belc 
ef him, that he is their Judge 
plead for them; their Law-giva 
tognide them; their; King! 
favethem - Then they that ao 
the enemies of God, and of Wifi 
cople ſhall ſee the mercies than 
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by 
a » 
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" of Mercy,nndtr miſery, $1 
; theſe ſhall, and do carry 
tha light in with them, and in 
eg, that the faithfull ones do 
Will them by no ether name but 
t, and Righteouſneſle ; ſo 
re+ ſo viſible, that they are 
ahdent,yea they conclude up- 
Wit, that they ſhall bekold it, 
the Enemie ſhall behold ir 


t 


a 3 It preſents to our viewsthe Toly-x ber ' 
ilnefle of mercy :. ye ſhall have | 

qur bellies full of peace : you 
all kave cemforts ſuting to 
ur deſires ; you ſhall have 
exerciſe of my love alone, 
Iyhand ef grace alone ſtretched 
wor you, to bring you in all 
od: my ayme is,that your Joy 
y'bee full : that your peace 
beperfe& : that all ftormes 
ay : dec over and you may bee 


For the three things, they. are 
Wight togive : they arc full 
Bounty : ,God opens his hand 
gives, and what bellowes ? 
' ce 


Ms | . 
4 
6. 
b 


$2 © Mercies thoughts, 'for | 
Pal. x 45, he fils and fatiſfies the defif 
16. every living thing : the Spi 


God couples with an (4 
Gods giving, and the creat 
filling; yea Every creature 
tisfaction : he opens his hy 
that is his giving; and fills, t 
is the plenty,there.is the- tar 
ke fils the deſire toe,there 19 
infiniten«<fle of his good : Wllan 
of every living thing ; thet 

the reach of his giving 'and 
blefled frutc of jt roo : Hl 
his gif:s can ſatisfie that, W 
of all, is moſt hard to be fil 
the ſoule of man: .Hee mi 
this(though aninfatiable thi 
ſay it is enough, I have cnot 
Tam filled, I have all, 1-abu 
Thus he'gives, -and: fo ſari 
now God hath this in his he 
firſt , He hath giving rhoug 
ere he hath a giving kand-: 
heart is ful of his bounty ,crewpſ 
expreſſions of .his hands fi 
his bountic ; and ever in” 
world the thoughts' of God WP 
wards his people, are richer 


= * 


#ſ of Mercy; under miſery, 83- 
fer then . his hands : Gods 
dnghts, be thoughts to give : 

Pevill and fin, they rhiuke 
6/bur it is to take away, it is 
Fdeccive, it is co kill ſteal & to 

Wtroy (like the thief in the Go-, , 

Dit is how te blinde, how-ts 2! © 

Warden, how to make a ſeule 
be it ſelfe , leoſe its glory. 

mnceds and ( though ready 
periſh by them )ſcarce thinkes 
hon his greateſt needs : God 

and fees all his wants, and 

nkes to give, and to give 2 
I{fupplic to all his wants:man 
Et(what in his needs hath 

tee thoughts to 2ske ( bitber- lokn. t 6. 
ye have athed "— t'yopu 94+ 
ww to whom it was ſpoken} 

þd hath theughts to give - 

intends net that all (' nay 
any of his love) ſhould be, 
onld live and {dye in bare :-:2. 
-ords:He hath thoughts togive - 
d, as well as to ſpeak good : 
that would'have man give, 

q ive himſelt to him: he hath Pfaim 24; 

wehts in himſelf rewards his _,. 12.. 

| E (boa to 


| Mercier thoughts, fort 
to give himſclf,& then hes 1 
to Withhold no good : hefl 
hold, the, reality, & fulnes otN 
WW -- ( bothar once.) Gods thoug 
are nor rodiſſoenmble with 1 A] 
' to make him; beleeve.,. to. Ke 
- . | "him in hand, and there al 
make many profeſſions of ld 
and yet letall vaniſh w__ 
fall to the round, wither di | 
all exprefſienss any. kine 
bur rhis ble; Cthp of mercy. 
God , will bud Rome 
beare forth fruit too : , Thi 
vin ſpriogwill alwaies rung 
= wall an bake» ol 
hts. vot onely in the thoug 
"7 56 ef is ery, bs ia the cxernlſ 
MErCY,f@0- 
& Pl fi ſee here-the mill 
fulneſle | of his love: ha; is S 
Arg jp the ah neck RY 
never have falſe 
_ Pp cetion: they never prove j 
reg © they all bear rwinns (i 
tis id of the ſheep of: Chi 
3nd none is barren | 
Ia. 62.3; ROMs Gods ar run 9 u , k 
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iT vdfels of niſery andey mercy. $5 
6 gifcs, and meſt rich ones too. 
'M rhat enjoy theſe, are made by | 
"theſe, xs a royall Diadem and a 
" Crewre of glory in the hand 
wn of cheir God.” | 
gw 'Thitdly, the freepeſle of theſe 
JT tfonghts of God is here noted : 
$ God thickes to give, Where he 
fs no good, before hee gives, 
to t:.ofe ke 'thinkes.to give, in -- 
FT whom hee ſees no deſervings , 
ind from whom he might have 
ww” withheld his mercy without 
 wrotg to them, had his will 
= and plcafure beene fo ; God, 
F where ke bleſles, hee blefſes by 
Wn giving : whom he rewards, hee 
rewards by giving : the foule 
6 | obo gs gracious, that be- 
> Jeeves ,that is patient, it is given py. 7... 
Wy” tw him, hehath it chis oh IR 
"7 no way clic : a foule that 1s re- | 
"4 warded tis by way of gift: Ze- Revel. 
"hold my reward & with me ( faith? "** 
+ Chriff ) co give t95007y may ace 
Wording as £16 worke , thall bee - 
= When mercy tewards and faves, 
7” tis a gift: and when Juſtice re- 
E 2 wards 


p ries t 1oher, } 


wards and damnes, tis gi -: 
juſtice, or ef debt that is duet} B 
evill workers, and that God day 
freely, of his owne minde. . * 
For che fourth thing: they arg 
thoughts. to give an end, and 
expeRution:fatisfying thoughts? 
you ſhall have (fates ) what 
mercy you do, will, or can exe 
: Ged meanes this ; Rn 

T That they ſhould haven. 
.end put to all their miſcriesz 
the dark cloud ſhonld be blewg: 
over: their ſufferings the d 
have a bleſſed end, God him» 
ſelfe would put a full veriod 
them, , 1 L 
2 Such an cnd, an cnd fo gra” 

COL j- ſhould MES their. 

. living and large expeQactions z- 
ng-4n thats ſhould tis y all their” 
longings: ſuch an end as blcflcd, 
JoB had ip his affliions: the. 
end of the Lord was gracious tc 
him: the Lord did ſhew even in/K. 
him, and by him, that he was 
very pitifull, and ef tender mers 
cy: ſous rhe Lord might. well 
| a + 
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veſſels of Mercy under miſery. 8% 

Fiſtance in Jo, for to prove 
4 what tender bowels he had he 
{| might well fay to his children, 
| goto ]JoB and fee whether Iam 
not gracious and of tender mer- 
f cy:Jons cxample may learne 
+| us both the gracioulaefle, that, 
+ God ſhewes, &the patience that 
8 Saints ſhould ſhew. Jos hadan 
| end, and cxpeRation toogſo gra- 
| cious was God to him, and fo 

| good will God be to his people 
"$ now: I can ſhew the like againe 
'& (faices God) I can doas much 
Þ for you, and foI purpoſe, my 
'l tare for to walke inthe 
fame way of mercy towards 
you : you ſhall have' as much - 
us an ende and cexpeRation 
"| will come too ( that is as 
t yood an end as you can Wiſh, 
| defire , or long for ) novv te 
| make the. mercy thus compleat, 
2} fhere muſt be in it theſe in gre- ” 
A'YGlents. | Wen, 
> Firſt, there muſt be a power- 

Hull bringing them backe from | 
4 their Captivity , and an happic 

my, * x "Oe 


F " 


£ >» 4. &© 
o S L 3 ; "_ 


| pots deliverance of them from a 


"Alereies anebes, Fx _- 


flitiens : God mult fave his I6} tt 
rael from afar, and kis ſced from Ye 
the land of their captivity : 4 


cob muſt returne, be in reſt, 


th 
be quiet, and none make him} th 
afraid. iS 
2 A fall performance of al T 
n 
e 
l 
«< 
{ 


the promiſes of the Lord 9 
them : God muſt give,cthem ac, 
cording to his promiſes, or lg 
he could not give + to 
their ex LIONS. 

3 A bleſſed givi ng, in of ip» 
richall graces, With Piri hy. 
largements for grace. receiv; 
tar the abounding of thanks ſa | 
ving to wards Ged. 
' 4 The ſhining of Gods face 
upon them againe, which brings} 
with it ſweet and {| Piriull 
peace : This the faithfall ex; 
pected. 548M 

All this muſt be done ſeas 
ſonably , in the beſt, in the fity 
reſt time : when they were re 
dy when the full worke of. C 
was done upon their hearts, 
when their expeRations | l 

wal nl s 


F 
>. 
Iv; 


F they look moſt: z * when their 
J eyes were moſt | intenitively 
pitcht upon Gods When-comes 
the burdefi upor-Hadrach, and 
the reſts; upen Datnaſcus , that 


rael,and the infliers of all their 
miſeries? but then , when the 
eyes of all Iſrael are as one man 
ef towards the Lord : and then 
Tomes all other mercies too that 
| they riceded , even a full, ſupply 
from the Lord their God, 
For the ſecond thing, the Ar- 
guments to 'proove , the truth 
 noW- in hand : wee may reaſon 
thus. 
x Becauſe God is Love, ant? 
FT this is much mere then ro ſay 
_{ Gad loves, it notes thus much 
that jt is the very Eſſence and 
nature of God : Mn may pro- 
 perly be ſaid to love, but cannot 
h befaid to be love - God is fo, tis 
= affirmed from his own manth: 


> when this was faid,twas a piece 
of Gods own minde, and tis re- 
E 4 cord= 


lf oſ e's of Merey weder miſery. #9 © 
wantings were at kizheſt; when 2... x; 


OY 


is upon the cruell enemies of IG 


'-B by 


; ler thexg! tr, for the if 
corded twice in one chap”. 
ewas a ſweet argument it ſeeg 
the Apoſtle was now upon: 
is incouraging Saints to low 
and loveſo, as ro dwell ink 
and therefore he mentions thi 
Toh.3, 16, 16.42 God love, if they woull 
Kom, 5.8, loeke ſo high { as tis moſt i 
they ſhould ) they might calily 

ſee a moſt glorious pattere 6 
love,that they could never reac 

and that was love it ſelfe 2 wa 

read of Gods fo laving- thi 

world, &c. And of Gods come 
mending his love to us : but 4 

read net ( as I remember ) «& 

this phraſe, that Ged is love,” 

but in this place : Now the ſer 

"ants of Chriſt ( having not en-" 

ly heard him, and ſeen him, and* 

raſted him, but enjoyed abun» 

dance of glorious fellowſhip® 

with him, wherein by moſt cer-? 

" traine and ſweetexperience, they 
 hadbeenſo oft, fo- much fatif-: 

. fyed with this River of his good 
pleaſure) they come up to the 
higheſt expreſſion that can beg 
to © 
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bi | veſſels of Majcy under miſery. 91 
to ſet out the love of God, when 
Mithey fay » God is-love + ſurely 
I thoſe glorious Saints in heaven, 
ſtharare at che Wel-kead of hap- 
A pinefſe ( as irwere ) and enjoy 
the fulneſſe of love in the high- 
fd degree,could not have ſpoken 
I more gloriouſly of this loye,then 
$11 fay, God is love : now if hee 
$824 ; God will, Firſt, be pity- 
Ying his : Secondly, hee will bee 
Fcontriving for his, and Thirdly, 
Jhe will be overlooking all the 
—Fmworthinefle of his. 
1 3He will be fall of pity:as a fa- 
*Itherpities,ſo the Lord will(faics 
*$ David) Gods bowels could nor - 
but be cronbled for his repent- = 
icg Ephraim, and fo troubled Icr.31.20. © - 
*too, that God rakes up this reſo= 
lution, that he will {urely have 
"Fnercy upon him : God could 
4 9 tkly finde bowels, when E- 
; w' found his fins, and his 
rey:> ayes ' now , Epbras 

is a dcere fon, Ephraimis a 

peafantchilde all isforgotalrea- - 
A that Ephraim hath done his + 
[.* +2 E5 for- - 


t E -. 


g2 ' Afercies thoughts, for they 

former Idolacrie, his former 

phagenes, his former ſtubby 

nes, it isall coycred all drown 
alr  inche ſex of his .mer 

here behold bawels : of con 

paſſion indeed: here is pity t 

is infinitly cender:(hining inth 

| yery carriage and language 

| God rewards poorc- creanin 

fall ef fifins, ar:d full of croubk 

4 both at once: .this is the vey 
| way- of Geds bowels, let- 

children be-in danger, in wg 

bles, nnder ſorrewes and- ſuffer 

_ the heart of God cangg 

reſt,jt will babble,ic will be kay 

it will boyle up twill run owt 

to his afflicted children. .-: 

2. This love that is God x 

ſelfe, Gods owne nature,twill #8 

a coatriving : thonzhrs of 

will flow frem it : God. is 

a ( proves att ) and io isthi 

love, it a fd pr -at works 

lotcing for, and pitching upomy 

aq dy os ay 

he delights to chooſe, to love, WH | 

henour; I will fuccly have mere 


lad | 
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T7 veſſels of Aeryy unter miſery, oz © 
IF cy ( ayes God ) I will ſarely do 
{M4 a poore foyle good : his 
I fould (hall blefſe me : his con- 
$0 fience ſhall enjoy me : his ſpirit 
I fall rejoyce in me: his heart 
of fhalbe fild with my peac,with 
| my comforts, with my bleffings. 
3 This leve of God can tal 
# how to overlook all the unwor- 
of thinefſe of his people : God 
of fa2ds not upon the poor crex- 
tures worthinefſe : I will have 
# mercy, upon whom TI will haye 
mercy, this is the voice of Gods 
& bowels : to love freely, this is 
I his way: he _ ns - a —___ 
; hts of geod , becauſe was. 
f 4 good ', ' not - becauſe uw. | 
| the creature is good: if God gx 5, va. 
{ beare good will to a poore ſoule, irwas a 
he will ſhew ir, though tt be ro Galpell, 
raging, toa perſcenting Saul; | 
# Whiles ke is a killing, God is a 
$ faving, whilſt he is making ha- 
vocke of the chnrck, God is 
"Pringing him in : Who more 
Þ whe then the Prodigall ? 


1 Whe waſted mercics niore w | 
FOE. y 


94 


Mercies thoughts, for the.” % 
-'ly then he? And yet the Low 


of the Father can call .in ſue 

Whretch , cari embrace hinf 2 
in his returne , can powre outh tho 
ſelfe moſt ſweetly into his bsIow 
ſome, Give, kim the cicle of chill ah 
my Sonne, and he hath allt 
welcome home, that mercy ſu 
Clfe can make for him. Whiſh- . 
more Idolatreus then Ephraimif;io 
he was joyned to Idols(ſo Ga je 
teſtifies ) his caſe was deſperatyÞ},y 
let him alone ſayes God : Yell 


- 


; the Love of God darts upon llg 


praims heart, and then hee |! 
moanes. himſelfe,then he pr 

T uarne me, tho art the Lord 
Ged: then he repents and ſmitg}. 
upen his thigh for very ſhamgfith 
and indignation : and what dow 
God now when hee; ſees andhi 
heares thus, of the  worke off 
grace ypon Ephbraims hearttYl 
Why, the next newes we here 
this, Ephraim is called a dear 
fon, and a pleaſant childe : whi 
more unworthy : and yet wh 
Worc gladly received , wl 
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7 of mercy Faber rs 95 
More are'y bleſt, then Ephraim 


2c Becauſe the Lord by theſe 
| Fares of his dos ſo ſer up his 
owne Fame: : : tis ne -lefle then 
lite glory that ſhines forth, 
wid redounds to God by theſe 
ſes of his.. } ; 
© David, when he carges the Pſal.33. r, / 
teous to rejoyee in_ the 243. 
ord, and to ins cpa? marke 
'whitgrounds and why he- 
2 a B- duty done: he 
ives three ſpeciall reaſons. ;- 
x: The word of the Lord is 
hr, therefore rejoyce in him 
Ul | blefle him. 
: - 2. The workes of -the Lord 
iefthey arc ſuch, ſo great, and all 
l- in. truch-: therefore blefle 


A. The coennſell of the Lord 

ands for ever: the thoughts of 

is heart to all generations : He 

Ge brings the caunſell of the 

athen to neught,. that makes 

} devices of the people ( hee 

Wancs that are againſt him, . his 
ki can... 


96. Mercies thomghts, for the 
cauſe and people, for ſachw 
the ceunſells of the Heathen 
nohe effe& : Yet hee makes 
owne Counſell to ſtand, an 
own thoughts to endure” 
take place, none (hull fraſk 
them : therefore the- right 
muſt to work, to bleſſe che La 
theſe choughrs of his heart g 
worke the ſame cf: in th 

_ a8 they did xpon himſelfe, w 

Pla! 139. he cryed, HoW precions are 
'7* thoughts nxto me, O God : & 
great ts the ſum of them ? Th 
were exceeding honourabl 
his -eyes : theſe took up” 
minde : theſe drew his þ 
evenup to as high as admit 
on : and well they might, 
what dos God himſelfe c0 
mend to man, ſo much as? 
love , and what: -are th 
rhoughts, but thoughts 
love. ? s 
Thirdly» becaufe the Sa 
ſtand in ſuch need of &t 
thoughts of love towards thi 

1 -Elſe they. ſhould have 


? 


; 


” veſſe/1of mercy under miſery, 97 
cy to fave or comfort them: 
kere there is no conceptien 
ere can hec ne birth looked 
& : God thinkes firſt , and 
prkes afterwards :. hee never 
we any mercy to his, but he 
tatioht them that mercy firſt : 
Nh US, does tO, _ dis | 
acceraing to the 890d Picea» Crt : 
his goodnefſe which hee pp; 
poſed in himſelfe, | 
#3. Elſe what borrome would 
re. bre for the Saints com- 
es? How could they read be- 
te hand ( fo as they de )) how 
ious God will be to them, if 
here Were no premiſes made ? 
kd where would. promiſes of 
ad bee from = og ow 
te not purpoſes © 
aGed firſt? What are the nals 
emiſcs , but his . ſpeaking 
buphcs of love, his proclami- 
bs of chat grace, which is in 
breaſt ant heart of God ts 
r beleevers > Now if ne pro» - 
no props of faith , no. 
nds of incouragement No - 
mY _ net - 


4 :4.H 


198 - Aorcler thoughts, feb thes 
not to ſaints themſelves} 
away then theſe thoughts tit 
God, - and what will there 
maine to ſupport a ſaint?” Hg 
can a ſoule looke either for pri” 
Þ miſes' from God, er for fail 

fulnefle in thoſe promiſes, if Gil 
hath no thonghts of lovely; 
wards his ? E 
Thirdly, clſe what foundat 
can there be of the Saints 
Lan. 25 ting? What do Saints waithf 
but to ſee God bring out 
thoughts of his-to light ( w 
they call the Salvation of: 
Lord, the: very fruits thitth 
blefled theughts of God beat 
if Ged have no purpoſes, ris; 
vine to waite ; tis but loſt rin 
and it could not bee good 
any man ſo to do : Newt! 
Lord enjoynes waiting : ke tf 
his peopls ( in the midſt of: 
their troubles) tis good to wil 
and upon this ground too, Þ 
cauſe there is Salvation of 
Pal. 1 30, te come for his people :-bec: 
7% with the. Lord. there is men 


fſels of mercy wnder miſery... 99. 
ar fills his heart, there be his 
1ghts of love, that he alwajes 
ſecfles) and. with him is plen- 
us redemption, and he (hall 
deem Iſrael], &c. Their is the Pl. 1; o. 
werciſe and bleſſed fruit of 723- 
Hove!:if Ged hath not done 
w yet, yet he intends to doit: 
i is not yet redeemed, thar 
onfeſt: God will redeeme 1{- 
l, that is profeſt: if any man 
Hiracll is in trouble: that is 
led: if any will fay, Iſrael 
not Come out: that is de- 
; their is ground jnough 
fo the patient . waiting of 
tle upon God, yea to lift 
| ſoules eyes < and that 
ar with thoſe holy Pal. 123. 
Leven under the ſoreſt trou- 
Junto him that dwels in 
heavens: and if Saints may, 
_muſt waite , God hath 
its of lone towards them, 
he incends to manifeſt'te 
and for-which he would 
aAcm Wait, 
| have now. run thorow 
* the 


1c9 


Fſe. 


Phal. 36.4. Daxsl tells us the garde 


When he teſtifies, rhat 


Aercies thoughts, forth 
the Dodrinall part of this 
and text: the Applicatorie nl 
followes: wherein We 1 
ſhew what 1nferences mayi 
be drawne hence for theſf 
all Prophet of poore folk 
Gods thoughts being th 
wards his people i in evill 

1 It falls heavy upon; 
who have evill rhoughty 
evill eyes to wards Gody 
ones in the time of their! 
ſities : The Spirit of Gi 


4 


and faſhions of a Wicke 
heart and how tis 


ſeth miſcheiefe upon his 
ſers himſelfe in a way tha 
yours : he ſpends his thot 
many evill arrowes, te 
them up to |the heady? 
hearts lives, eſtates, nam 
poſterities of the peoples 
;, Oh thinkes the wicked 
* how may I doe ſuck 
harme, how may I giv 
blow :that ' hee may 8 


whe: of merciennder wiſery. 1607 
hag may T both accuſe 
d condeme him tos? 
as thoſe wretches , thoſe 
Wodly great ones ſought to 
We occaſion againſt D avizl, ro Danc,4,5; 
toy him ) #/h:» ſhall he dye, 
bu name periſh,was both the 
ity, and alſo the malicious 
ines of on ungodly, con- 
0g 'D avid? they thought it 
fere his life, name, poſteri- ry 
bs rooted, our : ere all his 
Were gene, dead and rot- 
And was aot this the very 
of the "Atheiſts connſells 
Fleremiah > Come let ws 
him with the tongs: ( or for 
bee) becauſe he will not 
his peace , but prophecy 
& chem and their evill 
they will ſmite him, and 
him downe ; they will go 
ich Club-law rather then 
phet ſhall be ſuffered to 


, F; 


Ter.r $.8. 


travelling with iniquity ; 
onc vin miſchiefe ; if 

1# forth falſhood; will _ | 
” __ the. 


IOZ 
Pſal.7.1 4» 


Ter. $245. 


Mich.2.1. 


VS; 


Aercies thong kts, for th 
the overthrow of the ſervat 
Chriſt; they ſhall downi? 
malicious miſcheiuous the 
of wicked men, they are thy 
of evill net of good: though 
hatred» not of leve: thoug 
trouble, not of peace: 
thoughts are how to dill 
how to diſconrage, how 
voure and to deſtroy, ma 
Gag ſay to theſe as he d 
thoſe mnrmurers in the P; 
are your eyes, your tha 
evill, becauſe myne be 
What do ye meancs: to, 
Pirs to diſtroy wh 
make promiſes to fave! 
have I here, that my 
taken away for naught, & 
your thoughts, in your 1 
nations ? What is - this; 
workes, your .Way, your 
te imploy yenr thoughts i 
a Wway?Wo toyou that devi 
iniquity, and worke ſuch 
upon your beds, the God 
ſees and loathes ir ) fpeal 
And he that ſpeakes it, W 


"30 
6H 
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th of Mercy "x0 

yes, will make good his 
Ito the full: ſach-choughts 
1 thimike ( ayes YI 
gt endure: and ſuch puniſh- 
1 inflit you ſhall not 
rer.eh that Perſecutors had 
s to ſee this truth? might 
not here read themfelves 
7 to God, and God con- 
bo! chem? theſe '2re They, 
car Ix their heits high 
oh how lofry 5 
jearts, eyes, and waies ! 
hat will their end bee, 
1 they come down, 
One hand of di- 


wi 
fly, are net they much 
d-dreame that there is 
olooke after his peo- 
n-chey be caſt down ? 
y the wicked) God hath 
ithem,we ſhall have our 
jus be u n the bones of 


ad a prey co ns, perſecute 
them, there is none to 
deli- 


265 


all give them the 


7 ſhall they be bread. 


204 


Reve. 11. 
) Co" 


Ter, 3017» 


' Cinſcorne and derifior 


AXMercies thonght:', for! 
deliver : the day is our ow! 
Held is wone, let. us ariſe 
the prey, let ns devourey 
is the time,and thus theye 

ge one another in ! 
matter, and tis a yully'time 
them, now ,' to thinke” t 
Davids be dowre, and 

yer riſe-more : New the 
merry -togetber,: ke rþ 

dwelt upon the earth, wh 
wwe. Windfles of : Jef 
was llaine;: then they" 
OVer. them, as thinkir g' 
brave: world twas 

them. Sick Zion, Bruy 
Wounded Zion, :fpetle 
heres Bo better {rem 
men then-che.ticle: of-Of 

They eall her {ayes thel 

an Out-caſt, ſaying, This 


4 


ing at her with ther 
conempr) whom no m 
eth afteri: Now: Zion 
apprehenſions | hath 
friend : the is caſt our 
faveur of God and mer 


[4 of mercy under miſery. 105 
ke) who ſeckes afcer het? 
o carcs for her? who lookes 
xr. her welfare? why God 
ts, yee wicked - ones: he is 
be her condition; tc is grieu- 
for her aflitions: the: is con- 
jog for her deliverance : he 
woſcs: her ſalvation: 1 will 
fre heatlh unto thee, and I 
Fheale thee of thy wounds; 
the Lord: oh what a voice 
8? this is the voice of my 
ved, may 'the poore ſoule 
vthis is none other bur the 
ce of my Fatherr and this is 
le gate of heaven unto me: 
Emethinkes now I amin 
hen / Now ( methirikes) I 
Wd "tread downe with con- / 
pt all che ſpite arid rage of 
=e:Now (me thinkes) I could 
with the Church , ſpeake 
od her confidence , mine ene- 
hall ſce my happineſle, : and 
he ſhall cover her wich ſaid, 
bme, PFhere is the Lord thy Mic 7.16 
It Afine eyes fhall be hold her, 
WMisina Way of triumph, as — © 
k. one 


> 


106, Aecrenes thoughts, for be 
onCfallen to the ground ) a 
(hall ſhee be tredden dewne 
the mire of the ſtreets : hen 
your portion -.may- Zion iq 
this is the reward _ you {þ 
have : you beheld mee'w 

' proud ſcornefull eyes, and 
glad hearts when I was ip 
ry ; mine. eye ſhall betiold: 
cut dewne. with a thar 
heart ; you ſhall have tread 
dowe, fer treading Jowne: 1 
you ſhall co the myre, ( v 
aS I when at worſt, was up 
Rocke ) you ſhall be trode 
the myre of the ſtreets 
will pity you, when you 4 
Whe will lament when you 
deſtroyed? and you are neve 
your place till ye be thus thi 
den downe: Where ſhould m 
go but to the myre ? and wh 
fhould mire be, but under fe 
you that dreame, wiſh,andh 
for, Gods forſaking uf his ow 
ſervants ; what thoughts: 

E you of Gad,and Kainſt God! 

the while, but ſach- as deny hi 


as make hima lier? Woe 
on when blindneſle and de-. 
fulneſſe thus leads ypu, you 
ylove It , you ſhall nc day 
or it. 

hirdly , ſee hence the une 
mgcablenciſe and bleſſed 
ancy that runs parallell 
the infinite, the pretious, 
deareſt love of God towards 
[through all conditions : 
$love parts not from thoſe 
$ , What ever go away, 
ayes : God hath thoughts 
ace for his in captivity, 
is in Babylon: In this eyer 


eis not (ſaith the Apoſtle) 


any colour or likeneflc, not 
uch'as any think obſcure! 

bling the leaſt variable- 
tin God ; with God there 
bt ſo much -as the rude 
d_ notcs)- not ſo much as 
7 give the leaſt ground for 
W.:, F man 


* — Y " . k T! a "® 
-$Cheba As , F.. ts S*. > 
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e admired love of God, 


pht of turning, (ſo the- 


=, 


o7 


h por am.r, 17, 
badow of turning 3 itis ſo ths | 


and the ſamic, that there is exfarune 


xo$ 


Ezek.!.T2 Ezekiel, it turns not, but. 


Rey.22, 


Mercies thoughts, for the 
manto ſay,that God isin a 
degree variable or unconk 
in this his glorious love, of 
the blefled gifts and fruitsg 
When once the face of £ 
loveis towards a peoplez; 
and *ewill bee, ever ſo: 1 
like the living creature 


forward in moſt ſweet exp 
ons of it ſelfe; ir runs 4 
ſtreams through all the 
conditions of his people? 
as thetree of life, it bears 
fruit,and that of all kindsy 
thatevery month too ; up 
very occafion, in eyery trol 
ſorrow, temptation, thelo 
Godis nigh, his ſalvatis 
nigh them that feare him 
the Saints profefle : and v 
ſaves but the loye of God?) 
is nigh firſt, and that is; 
cauſe that brings forth al 
tion: the love of God it" 
hard at ſtudy (as it were; 
muſes and plots for good, 
the people of his love: 


, £ 
[x 
"os + 
£ $3 * 
4 
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? veſſels of Mercy wnder miſery. 109 
Sought exceeding low: it isa 
ming and deviſing how to 
we, when the ungodly are. 
eating how to kill : Creatures 
xy look ſtrange , theyinia 

da far offflike Fobe friends) 
ty may prove miſerable com» 
ers (as he ſpake of them, as 

th as if hethould have ſaid, 
treaſers of his miſery, rather 
zeaſersof him)but yetGod 
[nor:therefore is that c 

ation of the Prophet "Py 
| thou ſo far off,O Lord? Why | 
ble thou thy ſelfe in times of Plater 
We ? This breeds even won= 
In a Saintgto ſee God a farre 
; fo much as to apprehend 
d forſaking : as if were 
tnow in his place, where he 
ld be , where heuſes tobe, 
here he hath promiſed to be. 
times of trouble for God to 
farre off, for God to hide his 
te, itis more then a wonder, 
ke he hath -promiſed to be 
reſt (then : Creatures they 
Woe bur their kind, when they 
TT F2 prove 


Mercies thoughts, for they, 
prove fickle and. forſake:. i | 
things may be allowed: toſh 
their vanity: they work bu ». aſhe 
their own nature. when thai: 


fail:bur for God tobe variably 
for Ire loveto __ it is i>{ de 
tblegitis againſtthe y 1H 
poſh of God, & of this 10 | 
is no lefſe then himſelf: God ep 
tell how to love, reſpeR, andy 
member his people in a loy 
ftate: An Iron furnace in FE; 
cannot put Gods love ont of 
way,Egyptian bondage,Pha 
tyra A racks flavery,d 


TY gore 4 quenches not.ge nt 
par wh 


} op 


of this fire of Gods lovely} 
wards them:God will ſee for 
this,how they be uſed : hewllh'$ 


pitic them,re & &hear the 
Exod. 3:7« Come down, eliver thems {4 'f 
.3,9- + their affliQions ſhall not d auf 


up againſt his purpoſe of 1o 
nor altec his courle of kinc 
towards them, no not wh 
wicked men ſay, Zi, nicaff 
nor when Zion herſc!f (aies, 4 


Uther. Jehovah, bath Joiay ' 


__ *. * a, : 
A - FY 3 "= s »# >» r 


J veſſels of Mercy anfer miſery. 111 
i lt ly Lord bath forgotten me.God 1.49.1 4 
vomplaios of wrong, pleads wth 
a Brews Arguments from na* 
plwcall affeftion, and that in a 
gh mother too, (uſuall the ten-. 
bidereſt lover) yet all this is not. 

gh. enough, the. Lord grants, 

at a mother may forget her 
SIGhild ; yea., . all mothers may, 
ido fo; for it is poſlible they, 
$f maypur off nature in that thing, 


3 


ind be without naturall affe- 
| L bn," as the'T.ord-forete!ls of 
Eh bme,) but yet God (ayes, it is - 


zoflible tie Thould : he does 
2 1 $3523 4" —_ 
Int, nor c4nnot, he wills a- 
{ painſt forgetting of his people 3 
fand can that come to paſle,that 
I Gods will is againſt? who hath, 
Fiwhat can refift his will? No- 
Wi thing in God wil, nothing in 
W n creature can : When he wils 
of t6lovezto ſhew mercy to a poor 
Bf ercature 3 this will of bis will 
as wake its way , and have its 
Sway, whateverliein the way, 
Tc oppoſes : The Prophet might 
4 vel ay» The mercie of the Lord 


3 from 


132 


. notice andeye this, Thatthg ll 


. alletecnity, before they.are bt 


Mercies thoughts, for the Ar 
from everlaſting to everloſting My 
8#bems that feare bim: that is nah 
row enough,ſhort enough, lowlis 
expreſiion enough for GodgÞiin 
love: time is no fit Channell th; 
take up the mercy of God,it wilhhiz 
not, is cannot hold it : high 
purpoſes and thoughts for higfHy, 


_ they muſt not, they will not b&ffc 


Sraitned : they will have comglly 
p_ cnough , roomth & 
gth cnough,if infinitenefleaty,, 
from eternity to eternity» Wiki 
giveit them. = 
1n the fourth place, letus talk fp 


mercies God'gives to his, t ic - 
are acontriving and framing 
in the bowels and thoughts lll 
God, a wig, Hroacck yea, froi 


$ 


= 


n_. 
» 
uh 


'1 


ftowed, or appeare vikble: c 
carries mercies in h 
thoughts for them , he” hat 
them written upon his brealtg 
before the foundation of the 
world, and there he bears 
them in his heart till he brings 
thew Y 


: 


: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
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fſels of Mercy under miſery, 115, 
wforchaand ſhews the good. 
s own fcaſon: God never 
, nor. never will doe an 
vs for his on a ſudden, ( as T 
ay ſay) that never cameinto- . 
lis mind before : new mercies 
may give, but what be. 
» but the bringing forth 
C old thoughts, the expreſſi= 
Sas of his cternall purpoſes 
> love ? The Lord thought, 
, declared his mind to &- 
habom concerning delivering, 
& Abrabams ſeed, and his I- 
four of Egy foar hundred 
| bo wes before his nd, and ma- 
yeares before they were 
on J or in bondage in that 
: How long aid the Lord 
ropes to ſend Jeſus Chrift, 
{ ache was ſent into the world ? 
[ Twas in the Lords thoughts 
{I before all time, Chriſt was-a 
JJ Limb flain from the founda--! Per. 2. 
{tionof the world, he was fore- *%: 
tdained ſo, but wa: mavifeſt 
ſages the Apoſtle) in theſe. laſt 
x for you. _ Chriſt was 
F 4 fore= 


o % bye : 
[2 
8 £ 


114 - Meicies thoughts, forthe F , 
forc-ordained to be a Saviewlih.. 
= before alltime: he was prom, 
"os ſed preſently after the beg 
| ning oftime; and yet er, 
was exhibited,*ewas thouſan 
of yeares, (welnigh four thi 
:., MWand,ifnotall out: ) *twas 
1-2 thefulneſſeoftime that Ch 
2 comes in: the Apoſtle call 
@21.4-4+ {73 7airoua 7380, which ng 
- _ = :- mot onely the fulneſſe of tim 
= butthe perfeAion of it too, | 
-—__- a&omplitbing alſo, ar finiſhiz 

of time: the meaning is, Chy 
came not till ſuch a time, y 
madeup, filled up, accomp 
which God himſelfe had 
pointed. Falncſlc of time thu 
if wereferre it.to God, then 
ſenſcis this: A full time, th 
ts, in Gods: account, will, 4 
cree, as it was fore-detert 
ned of God from all eternii 
2. Refcrre.it to Scripture, an 
ſo*rwas a full timein S$cripty 
account,wherein thoſe prophe 
fies concerning his conmin 


muſt needs be tulfilled. 3. Rei 


OY 


fe 


eittothe Saints , and then 

pas a-fall time, in' that' the 

ins were ready for this bleſ- 
h g' now. coming : *twas the 
fle of time intheir faith,in - 
irperfiraſions in their wai- 
ings, who at that time are 
Wd in a ſpeciall manner, to 
fait for. redemption, and' to . 

: i t for the conſolation. of I Luke 2: 
wh. Now the Saints looked 25. 38. 
for- the rifing..of this 
w like Travellers tired out 
mh darkneſſe, ( what from 
emſelves and from the times) 
wy long for-the light: And 
ts my the . holy..anes of 
da their ſtrang , raiſed, 

34 ing expeQations., did 
ſtrongly point out. 


Sqearly an 
he world, the 'neer apprye: 


zs of the bleſſed light of 

| pt Sun of righteouſnefl:, by 
Sithoſe beames the blefled day 
*WMthe Goſpel did ſoon appeare, 
| Woe the belghitinel s$ of whoſe 
be. the hearts of his did 
une with heavenly light,& did 
os F5 rex 


— —_—_— _-e © aL” 4 + Zito 
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; rejoyce with exceedi on 
| rey ſound ET 


Mercier thong, forthe. 


thought all good for his 'x 
erehe promiiſed any thi 
his promiſes each. one 
fulnefſe of timeto thew. the 
ſelves in : God be all a 
once, he afts not 2% : heb 
out his purpoſes by dep 


an 


determined at once beta} 
any-time, tomake a world ; yall 
when he does it, .he will rag 
fix daycstodoit: he will y : 
faiſh ie with one word, but will 
uſe many z he will not perf 
in cnc a bat howlll doe ſor 
what ineyery of the ſix day 
Gods thoughts of ſending 
Sounc , were from all eternii 
yet he is not promiſed till ' 
world andtime arc, till ma | 
made, and hath made hir 
afinner too : and when is willi** 
promiſe made good ? Not WI 
the world is cven an afl 
world :* not till thouſands} 


yeares were Over and gone 


was projuiſed in the fit 


*J- veſſels of Mercy mnder miſery. 117 
Midthe world,and*ewas the laſt 
g cre he was born: Our 
d lovestofhew unto his ſer« 
wnts , his unfadomable wiſ- 
lome in his contrivances, his 
klioite pawer in his workings, 
lgancient & cternal love in all 
lis compaſſionate paſſages to 
ſrards his, & all theſe at once: 
I ord intends tomake them. . 
wixrtct,tull, compleat works of 
We,he hath them ſolong in 1 
ſhe frame: the Lord intends the le: 
Intient, carneſt, and long waits 4 
of his people upon his bow+ | 
| Peg 5 = 
& purpoles and promiſes of 
me{alchough for the preſent, 
liey are cncompalled with no» ; 
ing elſe but Rraits and miſe= | 
Ws: the Lord intends to ſhew 4 
Mat need his people have of . 
lth and patience , that after 
& have done the wil of God, 
ey may inherit the promiſe: 
be Lord intends to make the 
lit of his own bowels ſwect 
ough,delicate and dainty to. 
te of belecvers; the Lock” 
| . 19-9 


x 


HMerceiri thoughts, for # 
intends to ſhew how his-mere 
hal? Cuic- with his child; 
conditions, and how Tow 
fl! up his peoples wants. 

5. %y the fitth - wot ſee theg 
rious and ever blefled Sp 4 
Pſal.46,4, from whence rivers and fireany 
of mercy flow,.tothe wondri 
gladding of the hearts. 
Saints : we wonder ſometim 
at. all the mercies Saints 
A doathed with, and are re 
| dy. to : make holy Elizabetly 
pf enquiry , Whenceis this, and 
i whence is that? Yea, Saigy 
themſelyes, who partake 1 
the mercy, who are refrelly 
ad with-theſe Rivers of Gods 
good p pleaſure, are oft ſet T 
nd, and with holy Davidghl 
Plat down,admire, and cry, Oli 
ah great 35 thy gooneſſe ! Yea, he mi 
bh addethig, and ſay, O how de 
thy-goodneſi ! The Propher tel 
usin a certain place, that thell - 
judgements of God are av.af}- 
-& reat deepe'; the ' Apof L 
Fed Are loye , he als] + 


143. 
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JP". vePels of Mercy under miſery, = ung 
at of the bredrh, length & height, | 
wha well as the depth of the love Eph.z.18, 
gy. of Chrilt : and he ſpeaks of all 
+ | theſe dimenſions as infinite : of 
I ſuch a length,of ſuch a breadth, 
»1.of ſuch a depth, of. ſuch an 
«| height, aSthat which is incom- 
x | prehenlible, no. mind able-to 
xeach this-myſtery of love: this 
«| isas deep,that it reaches as low 
| asthe grave,as farre as hell ; as 
| high as heaven; and is every 
| way as unfearchable as the ve- 
L] zichcart of God : doſt thou fee 
pJ.alictle purling ſtreame of mer- 
{cle running toa Saint , an out» 
-ward deliverance given'to a 
kf Saint? why this bad its begin= 
uf. ning in the. very bowels and 
{breaſt of God : trace itup tothe 
xead to the firſt rife ; thou fhalt 
go -+ ſee it firſtingraven inthe breaſt 
#1 - of God, concluded npon in his 
kJ heart, and ſtampt upon the ve» 
ef ry thoughts of God, lying and 
a8 reſting chere firſt, and then bub» 
ling out- in Gods ſeaſon te 
df + tbcm.; dalt thou, fee a foul cab 
8 ; 


2 


Rom 3 *2 9s 
30. 


_ and fore-ordained to this me 


6 


Revy.9, 20. 


png the power of his ar 


all this preciousloree of Goda 
in his ele&ing thoughts, rw 
treaſured, Cwas cabinated uy 
thece firlt:he was predeftinate 


qe, 


it 
cie, to enjoy this love in ChrilkI mi 
ere the world was :ſo the Ape 15 
Gle witnelles. 

In the fixth place obſerverh 6]n 
valt and infinite difference, bes Ii 
twixt God and Idols: the t 
God,and falſe ones: Ldolsgwhy | «|: 
thoughts have they or purpoſe} 
of good towards their follow 3K 
ers : can thoſe determine or « et 
cree good, concerning who m 1 
the Spirit bears record , that} 
they can neither fee, nor heargsY! 
nor walk?can gold;filver,braflezty 
ſtone, wood , the work of tt 
craft{-man , decree good fol 
thoſe that truſt in them ? 
vetruc God, he is inthe h 
vens, there he dwels, and the 
ak, and there he bc 


0 4 F7FY 
'Y 7 


” 


I 


lsthey lic in the bowels of i 
earth, from thence they 1ahk.8.23; 
ry Oro reg 
yCbciſt ſpeaks and that every" 

Say both in their originall, 
Wihiricuall, as being from hell, 
q : ad naturall tao, as being in 
Mad from the carth: God he 
&{ nakes man, and does whatſo- 
+ cerpleales him to man, and to 
4 atures : Idols,manshand 
&J makes them, and a Devils heare 


| | n etherz they make nothing, 


it be deſtruftion; God 

& {hath a mouth ro ſpeak co, and ; 
{| for bis people: he can,does,and 

+1 vill ſpeake comfortably to 

them: Go Idols have ſpeechles 

©} mouthes: mouthes that be very 

o _ that cannot ſpeak.God 

FF bath cyes, and eyes that can - 

CI fee, and that are open and moſt 


vigilant to ſee all his peoples 


{4 wants, and what will ſupply 
| mo : Idols oeabey arefight-, 
'F Ieflecyes, eyes,aud no eyes,cyes - 
F without Toke, and fall of da rk 
pelſe: God hc hath carsto bear, 


* 
4 
- 
& 
% 
* 
” Py 
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| bo hands that can order 


Pal, x15, 


ercier thoughts, for of ow 
Bool weak none, though: 
> trypan. if 


and long ; yea cut* 
Tannce themſelves” 'too : 


©'uþ 
Z 


roples go vern, protedt,  blalghi 

4 ah Idols hands they are wi the 
thered hands , they:can do navJldo 
thing, they-handle not , the the 
haveno.uſeof them, ' and the 

followers thall fave nocomtg 
of them: they have'no lifegy 


{ireng 


gth, no motion in chet 
thas'the faithfull ones in't 
115.Pſulmdo enter the liſts-wi 
thofe-Idolaters, and take'thiwh 
courſe to ſtop the mouthes'abIw 
theſe a ( whoſe 'nſaall 
language unto the people: 
Gcain their affliction, - was 
this upbraiding 'way where 
now your God? by comparingye 
together their God upbraidedſ} 
and the Heatheniſh God ſerveds 
what be your geds to our Gol 
(ſay his-people Yours is in th 

eavens ; where is yours ?. upon 


the dungkill, carth , dunghill 
ths F 


"* wofſels of eerey nnder miſery. 223 
wds, as they are(that anſwer 
ntimated by the faithfull ) 
Jaur God, heis all eye, all eare, 
al power , all mercic, all a&: 
Jyours cannot ſtir, move, ſee, 
ſhear, do ought for you, or for 
Slhemſelves : thus they lay their 
$flat, and their Dagons on 
floore, and will ncither fuf- 
krldols to bepraiſed,northeir 
God to be contemned : Oh ler 
wh ve our eyes opened. and 
wr hearts incouraged to ſtand 
wy and both openly and ear- 
Silly to proteſt for God, and 
Iainſt all falſe gods, and falſe 
Hmyes: Ohlct the confideratt- 
a of this make our hearts 
taktruly and freely, andſay, 
m Cod, with theſe holy ones! 
lt our hearts admire our God, 
m.our God: plead for our 
ved: ftand for our God : letus 
bt be aſhamed to claim him: 
if us not be backward to cxalt 
im:he is or the —_—— is 
orthieſt of all: he purpoles- 
a, ſpeaks goods. afts good,. 


oF + contriycs 
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2 ſe. 


1 To the voices, and calsus to do'mi 


_ bad, 


- none, they muſt periſh the 


Mercies thoughts, for the 
contriyes and does, hearsi 
delivers his, he is beſt of all; 
lives for ever, and ſo ſhall 
Saints in his glorious lo 
whileft Idols, and they th 
makethem , and they thary 
their traſt in them, are andſh 
be dafhe one againſt *anc 
and ſhall periſh for ever Þ 
their own dung, this will bet 
end of theſe Gods, and th 
flaves ; whileſt the childrew 
light enjoy for ever that £ 
whodwels in light,and int 
light that none can app! 
unto, or ever enjoy in anyi 

Tree without the ſalvation 
Ffus Chriittchar God thach 
immortality, hath all » | 
onely hath this : Idols h 


= 


ſelves: they can give none, thi 
followers maſt to ruine too. 'Þ 

In the ſecond place,this ar 
is very. perſwalive, it beſpei 
us many wayes, it hath ma 


& 


duties : Firſt- it ſpeaks to 1 mM 
hp) tt 


t arc out with God, owt of 
Ldead lump of the world? 
{firſt it cals after them with 


will ye love vanity, and folw 
hier?How long will ye both 
;and brand, the glorious 
jes of God,and the gracious 
s of his people, with your 
, and with your- helli 
ds of malice? How long 
ye ſcek after your own lies, 
town wils, your own lufts? 
tdoyou mean toforſake a 
fogracious, and to'cleave 
bar own Idols ſo dunghie 
lovain ? whodeſeryes your 
ts, if God do not? Weigh 
8 in a on gEeunRy dr 
= your ſclyes men: bring 
am your reaſons : produce 
arcauſe,your caſc,your way: 
ſee, what can the Idola* 
lay for his waycs? what 
$.can Ath:ifts, and drun- 
vc worldlings have? muſt 
not w onfefle , ſurely 
'v they 
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iſt, and in the rude finfull 


ds voice, O ye ſons of menbow' p(,1.4.x. 


126 


Jer, 8.9. 


or ſpeak truth; if fin would! 


\ Mercier thoughts, for ef ; 
th fools, what wiſdonluil 
;n them? It they could ſee liphn: 


fer them to open their mout 
for God ; ſurely they wal 
ſoon Joyn with the Prop| 
and ſay , Lo, we have reje 
God, lo we have rejeted® 
Word; what wiſdome is in 
How can we ſay we areW 
our counſels, our parpoſeyy 
praiſes, they all ſpeak out 
extreme folly : there is not 
makes 'the finfult Touls' 
king of God, fo uninſwel 
a$this infinite grace of Gai 
wards his: as Gods love 

it is beſtowed, opens the 
and-nlooſes the tongue 
wards God ;{o this love vi 
it is 'refnſed, is ſuch' af 
mouth; that a ſoul canr Or] 
befilenc't, itis forc't rol 
have nothingto plead for® 
ſelf; theres not a wicked 
inthe'world, who hears and 
taſes this rich grace of Golf 
bits purpoſes and?gitts, but 


aefſels of mercy wider miſery. 127 
Wl caſt, and fink him one day, © 
| would for the preſent. fi- 
ce him, had he but a right or 
n 4 apo 36 of what he 
s: let unbeleevers therefore 
, that though they depart 
God, yet they have no 
ſe : they tranſgreſſe withour 
le (as David ſpeaks ) and al- 
zh they follow ſin, purſue 
ery it up, and live itup, yet 
have no cauſe ; but unbe- 
ers be unreaſonable, and no 
yell, when pride and blind- 
e fit at the ſtern to guide the 
:ſee then this. truth puts 
wn all carnall pleas, plucks 
thoſe helliſh fhitts, whereby 
jers uſually wave off all that + 
bed: can a finner now ſay 1 
| have no mercy , it Ido 
be in to God,to Chriſt ? can 
bow ſay I ſhall looſe all, and 
undone, if I kearken; it 1 
mh? can he now ſay I ball 
ter (o much , twill not be 
Kh while to be one of Gods? 
[ he now Jay my Own ClOIce 
$ IS 


228 Aercies thoughts, forth 1 

| is beſt, my own wayes are 
ler me alone, Iam well en 
'can he now go away ſad f 
the blefſed offers of Jeſus C 
and the gracious armes of 
love of ftretcht oue re 
toembrace him? can he? 
ſay God will leave me, 
ſhould follow ' him ; God 
ivemeup ifI ſhould cru 
will fail, he will fork 

No, no, what ever ſouls 
ſpeak under fin, or under 
tations; there will oeno' 
Lins as this, if this bl 
truth once take place: allq 
rellings againſt Ged,all wi 
lings, all carnall pleas are] 
taken away, and the ſoul} 
now upon God and his w. 
as without all exception,” 
upon finfull nature and 
wayes, as without all ex 
/ and when once a ſoul com 
3 | © beconvinc* and perſwade 
this; eh how it blames it 
cries out upon g Conc 


(elf, and not God ar all: WP" 


veſſels of mercy under miſery. 
ww a find-faulc in its owne 
wes, not in Gods: hence it is 
gnever read of a Saint, as a 
lint, picking quarrels againſt 
dds wayes, what eyer they 
lhe do throngh infirmity: 
her grace works, when faith 
s, and (ends forth its blefled 
outs, theſe bring in ſuch a 
OC 2 ao of the Land of Pro- 
iſe, of the way to it, and the 
er of it; that a beleevers 
art works another way, ſo 
it his ſpiric is enlarged, and 
month is opened in ſpeak- 
tzood of God, of Chritit, and 
of himſelf, and of fin , hows 
fr he ſpake before this grace 
given to him: and now may 
not take up Davidr words to 
wicked, O ye fools, when will 
dewiſe ? when will you learn 
know where to pitch, which 
iy to go , what to chooſe to 
ng in good to your ſ(clves? 
not halt, be not froward : if 
WF! be God, follow him ; iffin 
the world þe that God, that 
” = purpoſes 


- wid 
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Alercies thoughts, for the 
pauners loye,ſhews love, (a 
y his love, then follow h 
but if God be God; if he beg 
ly a rock, if he onely do th 
7 ul look after him ;*tis not 
you to ſleep, the Lord aw 
you :*tiS not for you'toſit * 
the Lord rouze you up out; 
your baſe ſecurity ; 1is not; 
you to love your owngand y 
old wayes, you have donet 
too too long already : tis tl 
to be honeſt,tis no ſeaſon to 
(with Solomons ſluggard yl 
little while, Iwould yet bey 
Heb-To, Thavye been, anddoas I h 
37* done: God ſaies yet a | 
while, and he «ill com 
8 2 judgement: lingers not, ; 
wilt thou loyter? thy dam 
tion ſleeps not, and wilt 
— 2 Per,2.z, fleep? nay wilt thou be fa 
ſleep, dead aſleep, when D 
Juftice ſlambers not , take 
nap at all? tell me unbeleeyt 
is it nor for you to know Jud 
Micah 3. ment, ©© know God in all! 
__ wayes?15it riot for you(le "Mm i 


Proy.6,10 


Lo 


ytis in you toſeeke after God, 
er Chriſt and grace? do not 


nke ro put off- God f{0? the 
g will not be darkned”, he 
it 18 light it ſelfe will got, Eze.z {330 © 
mort be blinded: he that iga 27. 
t glorious Soveraigne. will * 59-24- 
t be bafled he. cryes te you, *7' **: 
y will ye dy? why. do not 
anſwer him, and fay, Lord 
e us. to live, why do not you 
lt in your kearts, and with 
res fay, is this thy voice O 
Father? what haſt thou ſs 
c mercy, ſuck mulcitudes of 
wels? doſt thou cry after us 
y will ye dy, wken we choſe. 
12 death our ſelves ? ok thou 
y$ewarded ns good, whereas 
have rewarded thee evill: 
ſhewed us this diy, in, 
| voice of mercy, in theſe 
behts of mercy, how well 
n dealeft with all thine, and 
left to fave thoſe, who have 
0 cheraſelves: cao God fay 
re, then ro Cry Te. urne, r@- 
hem y TM arc cowards 


you; 


> \ 


i 


 Ifagg.7% 


b T5 Mertics thoughts, fer t ; 


. for deſtroyed , creatures; 


you havedamned your ſelves' 


.of my death: my love (4 


you; come to'me, my me 
{hall be all yours, ah pg 
fonles you have deſtroyed vi 
ſelves, yer there is kelpe ini 


have kild your ſelves,yet ther 
life in me for dead creatut 


there is ſalvation in me, for! 
damned creatures as you are; 
have ſinned, and fo have infin 
diſpleaſed me yet there is nl 
cy enough in me to recoil 
you to me, ſay you bring fin, 
I 6an take it away; ſay you! 
tiply ſin, yer T can tell he) 
multiply pardon, and ſo to 
give you all, as well as ſoft 
net this Geds voice? does 
Ged fay thus miich in efte& 
this gracious voice, if I did 
tend that ſin ſhould ſtill part 
twixt you and me, why dol 
hpon you, why do I proc 

is great mercy to you?” 
heirt(fais'Chriſt)cannor re 
thoſe I dyed for, enjoy the 


welſelr of mercy wuder miſeric; 

her ), will not keep jn toz | 

es thoſe I have pyrpoſed love : 

i» : chey ſhall Kaye jr (ayes 

d)JI will be their God, I will 

their portion, IT will become 

i ſaviour. Oh that ſinners 

Ceares to heare his yoice 1 Oh 

t they Hacfuck hearts inthem 

it would belceve ! that would 

ke them reſtles underall their 

6 gods, and fly te the true. 

22+ This truth calls upon un- 

levers to come off from gle= 

Ing over the, people of God, 

ken they are brought into = 

- condition by tyranny, op+ 

fſion, or any fad hand of re- 

efrom God: it is uſuall with 

eg world, then to trample u | 

Servants - of Chriſt when 

& be afflited ones : they will 

flecute where God ſmites , 

ey Will grieve thoſe whom 

bod wounds : The Church (in * 

Gab ) was no ſooner down, 

bt che world was glad, theres 

te ſhe thus gives the enemy 2 
te warning, ſhe thus puts ih 2 

_ G2 pro= 


F 
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"234 '  "Mercito thoughts, forth 
dd probigitzens Rejoyee nes over" 
- Micah, O-muct exen,whenT tall, If 
7-8 riſe aginewhenlI fitin darkn 
the Lotd will bee a lighr us 
_ me : Shee ſpcaks of riſir g aguyh 
on purpoſe to make her cay |! 
to know, that he ſhould fall, wii 
never riſe, which was not he 
caſe, nor never ſhould ; iy 
ants ſhe fits in the darke; | 
. urge that this will be ker © 
_ ditien ſtill, the Lord will 
light unre me : She grants Wa 
worſt, and beleeves_ the Veer] a 
- \Tis as much as if ſhe ſhould ki 
O mine egemie doe Ifall # 
what a fall wilt thou have th 
Does judgement begin” ar't 
4 what then will thy end'bt 
WhenT fit in the darkeT ht 
the Lord to be a light'to mg! 
What Lord haſt thou to bi 
thee into light ? He that Y 

raiſe me, will judze thee 1 
Bas wile a lhgh} 6 me for In 

comfort, wilt bz a terror to they 
_ for thy condemnation : Sly» 
4 thus replies for herſelf againſtWI 
 Uurngodly, giving themto knowaly i 
ker tile and recovery, as well”: 


i» 


+ 


veſſels of mercy under miſery, "145 
;3 and cleerly intimating their 
| without recovery, their 
knefle withont lighe., their 

deement withone © mercy ; 

Jyhich ſhall fall upon them, and 
inde them to powder : take 
teed then yee Wicked ones, tell 
bt the people of God, they be 
qut-caſts, whoſeeks afrerthem, 
ho cares for ther? theybe now 
dwne,they ſhall never up more, 
ww they be in miſcries, there is 
Bin end of them, they ſhallnever 
tile againe + What, cannot Gods 
maks live under the waves, 

d in the Whales belly? What, 

muſt his D avzels needs be bro- 
#n in pieces becauſe they be in 
the Lyons den? ſhall an Iron fur- 
mace in Egypt conſume all the 
Atze! of Ged ? or ſhall an op= 
pteſfig Babylow ill keepe them 
ander hatches? Whar, is there no 
Sun rifing?chere is no deliverance 
tomming? Be there no thoughts 
ofpexce in the heart of the great 
Sod roward his? Yes, yes, Yee 

I boles and blinde, why-then do 
{ EE G 3 you 


Cd 
#1 
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& 
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2&5, 


{er.43.26, 


_ vine juſtice will ſee you. paid 


ou thus puſh wich your hor 
Why then do. ye thus pride 
your ſclves ( like 4704+) 
your ſelves againſt, th 
whom God will exalt? you wilt 
have for your pride one day, d4 [4 


hear whatit is : e ye hind 
drunken for he RAE "A | 
ſelfe againſt the Lord, &c.,þ 
was not Iſrael a deriſioa to tha 

Was he found amoag theeve 
thou did(t naſe kim as if hee ht 
been ſo,(even the veryeſt vill 
upon earth) {tnce thou ſpakel 
him thou skippzk for joy i'£ 
how glad was 4£:45 that 1h 
was broken , Ifraels afli Jul 
was her melody;Buc £45 (ll 
be brokea for it-: che horaewhF 
Maab ( wherewirh he patht heyy 
pcople of God fo Jis cur off jandi® 
His arm2-is broken, faith wW8hs 
Lord: ye ſoiricuall *PhiliſtiaghFF 
ye may ſpore your ſelves wiki" 
the ſorrowes of Gads deerondt*® 
ic may bz your mirth cannot Þ 
well forward, till''a . blindewy © 
f 1MRii*y 


veſſels of Mercy under miſery. £1247 © 
priſoned Sampſon is ſent for | 
but what will you gaine, 
lefle it be ruine>to your ſelves, 
e loſſe of your own ſoules, of 
bur own lives , and all that is 
FImly good. : 
0-3. This truth may ſerve to 
Shall them in from perſecution, 
Sirom purſzing their bloedy 
woughcs aginſt the Saints : why 
paſteft thou th (elfe in miſ- 
Iticfe O mighty man ( fayes 
avid to: bloody Doeg ) the 
Inodnes of God cndureth conti-Plal; 4-1 
ally : Doeg thought hee had 
ne ſuck a chare when hee had 
told Sz! where D aid was, Oh 
tow ke beaſted ! Oh how faſt 
Fhewent on in purſuing him inhis 
miſchievous waies | but David 
th heartens himſelf, & checks 
$ enemy, With this, the good- 
efſe of God endureth continu»: 
ally ; do what thou canſt , thou 
| aot, thou canſt nor part ei- 
ther God from his goodnefle, 
Sr his goednefſe from mz ,.or 
1 tom his people: this will en- 
4 B G4 - dure, 


at T 
ns otra Park. I 
"> 


#33 ' Adercles thoughts, for the fy. 
endure, this will laſt, when; 
arroWes be all ſpent, when th 
breath is gone, when thy lifekIoc 

\ Joſt, and thon art drinking thelſ 
yery gall of thy moſt deſeryelfSa 
tion - tis 8s myCch as if De|( 
, ®#5d4ſhould ay to Do:g,Othougſh 
nemie howart thou beſotred thalle 
thinkeſt thy waies will prope ; 0 
thy vaine hearg periwades thayyle 
& thus thou ſayſt in thy felf,nawy 

I ſhall have my laſt and my wi 
I hall get the upper hand: Nawli 
now I ſhall ſce D avid & his{bI, 
lowe $tumble ſhortly: now Sali 

will meer with him, and he ſhall 
, never eſcape his hands - yea bwlilch 
(faies D avid ) the goodneſſet 
b God endures : thoa forgettel 
'* © © thy ſelfe Dozg : our God hatlfife 
purpoſes of love, hee hath fruilliſhe 
of love: his goednefle endures;infion 
it ſelfe it is ſo conſtant, that itWſthe 
unchangeable : ir endures wp! 
regard of Geds owne peaple, tiline 
made over to them, Godhimſalng 
hath made ir fre ro chem , Wit 
fo his, that tis cHeit$ too in wafificle 
of title, and they may challongeh.. 


—_ 


dof Mere d IR aiory? 39 - 
the Fruits.and on | 
ations of; itih Jeſus Chriſt: 
Spot thou chink Doe , that 4.09 
00 more ado but ill and ſhy 
Sans ar thy pleafure(what be: 4 
God hath permitted thee to de 
>| fitkerto) the goodnefle of God 
theadures, itis not as yet come to 
| p end towards the Saints nor 
yer will : thou deceiveſt thy 
, yet God is good to Iſrael ; 
tis good to David, he is good 
"Anointed ones ; thus Da- 
Wd coolcs perſecuting Doeg: and | 
re ainly , if thoſe that are thus 
TR God and his people, 
bnld , wereable, or would {ce 
id thus good unchangeably in 
tilimſclf, relatively rewards tus 
dhieople , chey would havelittle - 
Wart ro perſecute”: it is a fond 
Jeadceipt of having the fill of 
Sittcirown defires upon the peo- - 
| th of God, that flaſhes wicked 
| that purs ſuch wicked - 
«in life zgainſt the Saints: 
7 | avain hope of ſaccefle that 
$. them pn the back, and 


16 4 ge. G's bids 


* 


; have the prey vile 
cl uſage from a 


FPher 1b, they ſhall have tender 
fy mercy from their Ged : 
That heard the voice of a periſh- 
> I/bmacl , the bond-womans Gees I. 
Ine , will much more kear the "7: 
ice of a living and a faith» 
| 1/aac the ſonne of the free-. -j 
Woman : when tyrants be tram- - | 
g Saints gader feet, and wri- 4 
Choir names in the duſt, yer: 4 
en are they graven upen the | 
nes of Gods hands,and their w 
Wen walles, their broken : 
onditions , are continually be- xe, 49.26; 
ore kim: there was never a time 
long as time hath been;never 
ſtrait , as many as Saints have 
7 had, wherein God hathforgot- 
{ten them : God cver yet.Wailkt 
T, ith his children, though inthe - 
thery furnace : he will be where *© 
£ a be,when they be where he 
would have them to be : he will 
[1 & with his gacrcy and his grace, 


wherc 


"Hercies thoughts \ fir 


© Where they be in their ſe 
- and in their croubles : Goth 


many thoughts, and all x _ F 
thoughts of love rewards thenyl - 
what, do you thinke thar Gy | 


Minds not his Saints in Eng 
| | that could net, that woulc 
that was not ubmindfull ofh 
Saints in Egypt? do you thit 
that theſe onely are forgotten | 1 
_—_: pr inthis age alone God he 
people our of 'his mind? or &} 
yon thinke that God mindsugÞ? 
\ the degree of their ſufferi 
. ow ny he be gone, | | 
Fe, ey ronghr, the 4 
her miſeries; or the kefoke «} 
their excremitics, or the rages 
their adverſaries? or will G ( 
now content himſelfe with & 
everly looke upon his 
, caſe, with aeaſt-of an eye, with] 
aglaunce enely tewards themt} 
ne, no: he hath them-al waies! 
his heare,upon his breaft,he hath 
them alwaies in his eye, he ha ay 
_ them alwaics graven-upen 
hand: beheld: and- wal 


4 Is 


I 
ly 
1 


. 
1 
; 


love: and yet thi is not 


by the 2. placehe i is 2 forecate- 
God for them, he Purpoſes 
| aj wverances long- before [ even 
fc a all ecernity, his theughts 

© de acontriving ( as ic were) the 
ime, the beſt time: the way, the 
teſt way: the end, the hap- 
{ end: the mercy, the great- 
mercy for his owne people to 
: 1h this way he is now 
ing with his people in- this 
| : his es __ ys 
za: Wor enpen theſe things, 
| ; and now is = Getz bring 
- Horth his owne purpoſes tolight, 
| | ak his owne thoughts, 
r his people, can tell how to 

| nd them gvod, to give-them 

ny *mercy, to-worke for theirliber- 
tics, for- their peace» blefie our 


ye Saints : cauſe the vorce 
of of his 


4 
Ii 
- | bf 

| 


[pres that he is aGod that can 
, Can contrivs, can take'care 


ls of mercy under miſery, 1 


{now he is a celling - his Saints in | 


praiſe to be heard: pub- 
| ih and bs, Who may be cem-* 


Page 
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144 © AMeroier thonghts, ſo 
pared to our God? he. a 
excellent in his,thonghts, 1 
purpoſes, in-his bowels, | 
workings: there is none 
lous bur him: there is none 
unto him : 6 3 1.20 
Avd therefore yet more 
the third place; theſe thoughyly 
of our God, are they no" fully 
wonders? do the not deſerves 
be ſought out of all his Sai 
ſee into this: love that: pa 
'knowledge, that is ſo above! 
reach of the minds eye ; ſeem 
* the length and depth of o 
mercy of our God, which1 
nofadomable :; theſe purp a 
theſe though's, they are tt 
blefled iflues of Gods ownhe at [ 
rowards his: they are thoſe pany 
and living ſtreams, woot 
immediately flowing from: 
fountain of life it ſelf : and how 
can-merey be deeper ſer, then 
the very naturein the very heany* 
of God ?andcan theſe be " I. 
ther then mercies of a - 
lepgrh? how can-they- havold 


\ 


4 


*% 


ls of Aferey wnder miſery. 145 : 
eh an infinite;an cternall reach 
th them ? 2re theſe like to end .. 
Bitkat had never any beginning in 
"IH chonghrs of God > ſhall man 
white 4 meaſure , or time pur a pe- | 
i riod to ſuch a love ? no, no: this 
#Ihercy endures for ever and e- 
ix, and here is ground enough 
SFr Saints to praife;.yea, te call 
vn others too,and fay : O give. 
anks nnto the Lord, for he is 
hod, for his' mercy endureth for 
Fer. yea to ſpeak it overiand 
wer 3s Davsd'did « who-plyes Plals;s. 
ws thing ſo'rkat he doubles'and 1,2 ,3- 26- 
ebbles' it, yea four times he vereds-- 7 
akes mention of it in that one 
SIPFhIm : oh this pleads ſtrongly 
SI fr thanks > it cries mightily for 
I'i high train of praiſe: his mer- | 
"I enduring for ever ; the Lords 
T Vernity of mercy puts on Saints 


I Yearts, ſets them uponthis_hea- 
{ Fenly tune z O give thanks anto 


3.0 Ids: 

1 Jn the 4: and laſt place ſee, Is 
F fibt our God waiting to be gra- 
74 cous ? is he not watching, over | 
__D——k $7 I OT ; his - 


Fre Notlet 
ſeaſon paſſe ;- every mercy. 
' gives hall 'haye kis.own ” 
SA-LOMON tels us, mani 
not. his time , and chereforeinh 

{fo ill with, him :. but God: pepliho 
fely knows his time,and the 
fore it ſhall be- well for thy 
that fear God : we thinke ;0 
we had Peace now! O if wel 
2a Reformation now 1 O by 
ſeaſonable would it be ?. J 
God would now ſend fire frg 
heaven and conſume his enemig 
O if he wopld now. put in'uf 
ſharp ſhekel of his juſtice 

reap. them down ! how. \ 
. would it be with us? Bur ſts 
be-not toe. haſty » God know, 
his rime better then thon: 
thou inſtra> God 2. arr thi 
wifer then him ?. Oy net. 
know when to let out his lowh 
when te bring forth his purge 
ſes, his thoughts ? many not e 
lay tothee, haſt thon known 
minde 2 canſt thou inſtru& m 


tes 
e | of Mercy ae 4G . 
I thee God will nor ſtay one 
ur too long,or come one hour 
o ſoon with any 'mercy :" he 
jill take his own ( new.) now Pal: 
| T ariſe-(fayes God) when it 
Slmy be che poor opprefled ones 
ithongh: God exceeding long ere 
Slaroſe, and were ready to ſay 
xd hatch forgotten us, and fo'to 
taway their confidence: God 
th his ( now )- hundreds of 
res ſomrtimes,-afrer the Be- 
nings of waitings, expeati- 
8 and cryes of his owne pee- 
k Ifracl groanes in Egypthun- 
ds of yeares ere Gods (now) 
mes, and yet it was not too 
We; it was ſoon enough ; it was 
is beſt ſeaſon of all : never then 
wkerudge God his owne time ; 
Wire him rather for his ewa 
Whdomable depth ef wiſdome, 
wr fo cleerly (ſhines forth in the 
Ry time hee chaſes , to bring 
work his owae choughts of love 
W: de wiſe therefore ye Saints 
Gthe moſt. high, blefſe God a- 
Fynadantly ig thac he will. go his 
'Th \ owne 
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% 


id 


%, 
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. are ( as it were) breathing 


owne way: in that he cans | 
will not lexrne any thing of 
mw: he would haye men le 
a't from him, and reaſon gg 
away then with thoſe thou 
noW, it is too late : all is pail 
covery : if Gad weuld hay 
patchr the work in ſuchany 
in ſuch'a month, we mighth 
been reformed ; bnt new: 
caſe is - deſperate , nNoW {4 
ftrength is ſhut up-and ga 
and whatchen ? Is not this 
time that the Lord fayes he, 
zadge his people in , and. 

himſelf for bis ſervants : Wi 
he ſees this that they hav 
no hand, no power , no {tre 
lefr, bur all is (hurt up and 
when they are quice ſpent. 


their laſt breath ; Now 
Goed ) itrepents me for my 
vants : 1canforbear nolony 
I cannot fee them in all this! 
{ery, and hold my peace : I 
not ſee them thus farre gone, 


. _ : 
2 . : 1 
. 
- 


weſelc of Mere nuder miſery. 149 | 
Fr Mm dying, and not revive 
1: I cannot ſee chemloſt,and 
recover them +I cannot ſee 
pin the fire, and not pluck 
1-0ut: God will ge. loſe 
of his ewn opportunities, 
erein he may work for the 
rifying of himſelfe and the 
Orc of his: O that Saints 
uld ſee who is -their | beſt 
1 he that is your Father 
yes. nat. onely how ; and 
to let bleflings fall from 
; Po. when-roo : Let him 
the timg,he will come when 
beſt: beſt, for his own gle» 
$ nzme : beſt for your:0Wa 
jous comforts, 
pion pour ſtay, 
l eralt your R us the 
Lichovah i in whoſc heart are 
t thoughts of loue towards 
4$ wr Rock, his worke is 
 ( ayes Moſes) and what 
his thoughts parpoſes, and 
ces then? are nos theſe per- 
| according to which. the 


LNrNnt is framed ? when - 
F vo $ the. 


ada, 


x Rev.z1 +2 J- 


 Pfa, x46, 4 ere he can finiſh and 2cconf 


Merciet thoughts, forth 
the Lord faves, he faves per 
ly, he complears his Sand 
ſo, that he brings it 
worke: he leaves not 
ina the midſt at che kalfe: W 
wayes are judgement , th 
more then in judgement : 
are judgement it ſelf, they. . 
in them ſuch a clear h2ht ,/ 


excellency of order; ſach k 
and ſa:1bteneffe to the hand 


workes them, there is ſuch al 


nefle of an infinite God 1 
them, that ( asit is ſaid © 
new Jeruſalem) there is non 
| tharte: man when he 1 
workes are imperfe& 1ike hi 
ſelfe, they fall from his hl 
halfe ſhaped or ſhapeleſſet4 
no | marycl, © for - his Y 
thoughts as well as his lifez ; 
dying things: they can ay, 
can prriſhie even under his h 


them: they breath our their} 


and fo not 'onely' the worke* 


derhand is left and: fallen, * 


even forgotten coo : mans apy 


M1} 


y 


1 |. 


els of Adercy mnder miſery. ' w1h © 
aghts teliding to itare all 
ſand gone: there is no truſt 
efore 1n man { fayes the Pro-. 
) becauſe his breath goeth' 
k, &c. his bodie dies, and. 
thoughts dye reo ( he means 
thoughts of love,his advanc-' 
'& friend-pleafing thonghes,' 
contrivances ) theſe periſh 
te 1$ not. one of them to be 
| : they arc all winged by 
th, they are fled. and gone: 
ir.thus wich out God ? do 
thoughts. periſh? -isall daſhc 
[_ gone. in a moment, What 
{ hath .been thinking to all 
nity? Man indeed in one day 
one troke of death looſes all 
contriying rhoughts about 
p e11d,that have been work- 
and plotting many yeeres 
we ; but our, God will ever 
.up,& on his own thoughts: 
Wil not loſe one of theſe. 
M.whe will not loſe one of 
WWowne Sheep, bur mercy ſhall 
forth from his bowels to fave 
i; will not loſe one of kis 
__ ewnc 
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153 "Aſercie / thowgbts ; for [; "er 
owne thoughts, but 

go forth from himſelte toy 

_ claime them what they be +] 

will neyer leave remembrin 

his till he hath fulfilld che gg 

pleaſure of his goodnefle 7 

wards them:till he hack brayy 

- all his choughrs of mercy 

aRts,and ſo. made his worke} 

"fe : He isa Rocke inded 

' botrome upon, whoſe wor 

thus 7 rfe@, whoſe waies" 

thus-full of judgement : jy 

Tot .Þ-, Ment is defore bim'( ſayes E 

02 35-14 to Job therefore truft cha 

him : ( as if he ſhould havel 

. Ged. knewes moſt perte 

- What he does, in What wa) 

- goes, how to quit  ſoule,oti] 

to condemne - it -there 

- blinding of Ged, no daub 

of his eyes, no darknefſe to! 

| bur all is light before kimzth 

F fore truſt inthim, refer hy 

to his'mercy,let him honour 

upon thee : Truſt in him,he 

_ do thee, no- wrong, judgeme 

-bcfarc him:he'is a God of ey 


{ | o H 


-c. by _— _ —_ "I < 
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pets of Merey under miſery. 33 © 
reis no iniquity in him ; he * 
(Ged of mercy, there is no 
preſſion in any of his waies, 
$ Without iniquity, juſt and 
is he: O the blefſed, rhe 
"g ingagements that lye np- 
bclecyers to ſettle here ! te 
teme' and build upon this 
c, to get above themſelyes, 
to a God in Chriſt: Nay be- 
Iyet-more, if there is ground 
gh of a ( therefore truſt in 
becauſe judgement is be- 
him ; what groeund-is this 
and how much faith doth 
Fcall for at our hands, in that 
is before him ; his- 
ts of love are ever com- 
he into his minde, and he is 
r mindfull ef his- Cevenant, 
kt his Love. and- Grace hath 
: He ſayes toa poore be- 
r,'O whar ſhall I doeunto 
-? -Whar ſhall I do for thee? ' 
at is thy defire, what is thy - 
neſt; irſhall Pe yas 
thy need, it ſhall be ſuplicd? 
lower tells us that the heart of 
TT" TIER an 


- ſome, to leane upon his (hat 
ders, to lye downe full of joy 


' ſafety enough ) cruſt in him 


| family affaierss;how much aalſy| 


 Meroies thonghte, for be . ve 


vertuous Wife, for ſhee will 
him good and net evill. 
her tongue is the law of kig 


an husband doth ſafely truſt inflma! 
| 
| 


neſſe: arid is this enough for ſun 


a traſt? O then ! may we au 
much more ſay,the heart of a haſjit 
leever may, malt and doth trail 

fately in'God thorow Chrilliti 
The keart of God is an heart'urt 
kindpefle , as well as in bil 
rongue is the law of kindneliggun 
What hath net God > What 

there notin God 2? te allure] 
ſoule to repole it ſelfe in hiay 
be his diſciple, co lye in hisÞ 


his loye ? a poore ſoule chat hailifanc 
ach an husband as Chriſt is,nuſ 
well (hee hath ground enong 
may Wichout danger ( ther 


all good, for all blcfled, diſpealtyu 

tions of his Grace and Fl 
enkapoy it : if the Husband mite 
well rruft a vertuous wife williſhor 


\ 


veſſels of Mercy,nnder miſery. © 155 © 
ay the: beleeving ſoule truſt 
riſt with all ſpirituall affaires: 
that God, thar Savienr, (will * 
We beleeving ſoule fay ) be my 
wmſt, who purpoſes ſuch love, 
ch mercy to my ſoule in evill 
Simes ; who is a Winters ſun to 
Sy frozen heart, and a bleſſed 
inging ſhower to my chapt 
arch: 1 will cruſt him wich my. 
nſcience : truſt him;with my 
wily ; cruſt him with my 
Wane : cruſt him with my eſtate: 
ſt him with a Kirgdome : 
uſt him with glory, yea both 
une and, his own teo :_ he will 
or faile me, that never failed. 
ay: ke will not deceive me that 
moot deceive onc.: hee hath 
pughts of peace towards me in 
my ſufferings : he kath a gra- 
ous end for me out of all my 
terings : the Lord my God 
Wath 2 fullncfſe of goud for ince, 
Wrwell as I abſolute need of his 
pod : and he knowes his owne 
oughts of love, better, infinite= 
W better, che 1 the great want 
ff "-H of 


156 Mercies thongbtr, for they L. 


of his love : whither ſhould # 
ſoule betake her ſelfe ! but 
this ſhelter : upon this groy 
ſhall have firme footing : vp 
this Rocke TI ſhall have 'y t 
building : in this boſome I hill; 
| have glorious refreſhings: 
| this ſhade I ſhall be receivec 
| this hand I ſhall be delivenal | 
; : kow excellent is that of Dat 
- who ſpeakes cepericentalfh 
Ie (for how did hee ſtand vare 
Phal. 225; ved againft all Sawls, and Sal 
"* batteries) rhey that truſt in 
Lord ſhall be as meunt Zi 
which cannot be removed; þ 
abideth for ever, abe | 
not removed, nay cannot (4 

it is more) fer Mount Zion 
not, and ſuch a vne is like? 
mount: thoſe that beleeve thy 
belike aor the world ( alas, thi 

changes every moneth( with 

moene it hath many new 
. ſtrange changes: alas, that pail 
away ) but like mount Zion: hel 
what enemy ſo much as 


ſhooke this, mack lefle remon | 
it 


pl 


I Tohn. 20 
_ T7. 


| veſſels of Aderey nadey miſery. 157 
beleevers they are like this 
t: they abide aslong as the 
Ge of God himſelfe abides, and 
Wy are as firme as the ſtrength 
this love can make them: 
tefore tis that David puts x 
Rernefſe upon this truſting in 
Lord, and tells us tis better 
Wa cruſting in men; yea then 
pur confidence in Princes, ( a pg. 
ns ſo cxcellent, fo precious, 118.s. 
practiſed in and by the word) 
gyert that is as high as our 
|& can go, if it be placed in the 
d: what power is aboyc 
ices pawWer, yea the conjoyn- 
power of all the Princes of 
= world together? and yet all 
ns makes no rock at all: it is 
ras an heape of ſand, there is 
Wduilding upon ic in any caſe: 
uſing in God is berter: it is a 
wile and a fure way whatever 
Se cauſe bee: a man would 
Minke, if ic were unſafe in any 
ate, it were ſo in thi:; whens 
Wore Soule walks in darknefle, 
a hath no light: is. full of cer- 
uwW_ H3 rors, 


Iſa 50.10, 


Mercies thoughts, for the | ; | 


rors, and bath no Comforter: 
is in great ſtraits ef of ſpirit, an 
hath no eaſe : is full of treubl 
within, and hath no peace : with 
poore creature thinkes his 
deſperate, and that he is all 
man : this isa ſtrait : this is 
headlong condition indeed : ye 
(fayes the Prophet )ler that my 
truſt in the* name of the Lord 
let that poore ſoule ſtay uponkih 
God : as deſperate as his q 
ſeemes tc be ; though in his9} 
eye he is a damned man ; the! 
in the worlds eye, ke is irrecolelh; 
rable ; yert{ fayes he) truſting 
the Lord, Staying upon his G 
will pertelycure that man 3+ 
ſhall not miſcarry in this caſey 
deadly,as it ſhewes to be ) if 
can caſt himſelfe upon his Gall 
his God: hath thought of peach 
promiſes of peace, a-covenantthe 
peace, blood of peace for big 
God-will raiſe up that ſoul; (hues 
into thar ſoule: be a light cothihe 
ſoule : a Prince of peace, a fathihn 
of mercy, and-God of all ca 


» 
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| 


Sor ls of Mercy, wider miſe ry. I59 | 
ts to him, a1d whenſoever 
bd does this, hee does more, 
mn if hee ſhould remove onr 
MWord,our miſcries,our troubles, 
"_ make all ar pace in the 
WMedome : O that God would 
4 the” hearts of Chriſti- 
Ws here ! O that they were 
v in the clefts of-this Rocke | 
alike Chriſts Dove) was there Sol.Song, 
Aer 7 better timeto reft in God 2-14- 
nnow? O let the nameof 
Me Lord be precious toyou ! do 
or only cry now, or taſte what 
,, how good God is ; but be 
dent what hee will bee to 
Sn: can your caſe be worſe then 
Wbe killed, yea that'God him- 
VS ſhould doe it, an that in an-- 
WM roo ( as one won!ld thinke) 
ttt 126 will craft in him Thee Iob. 13. 
Wanot cruſt in aliving God,that 15: 
Mnnor truſt in a killing God ; 
Ws had fo learned a God in 
Mariſt : and great cate he had, 
ar where he loves, nothing can 
move his Love : ke will have 
Moughts of peace, and hee will. 
oF - H 3 have 


7360 


Tob 14.15 hands, and who ſhall let him? 


Vie. 3. 


Va 22.3. 


. Ing: your worke is before y 


Merties thoughts, for the | F 
have a defire to the worke of ily 


the Enemie would, he ſhall ny 
What ſhall be able to ſepa 
from this love, or ſo muck 
give a ſtop or check to uh 
working of it. * 
Thirdly, Saints,uſe yours 
here are the wels of fſalvati 
draw out waters: here. are! 
blefſed breaſts of Conſolati 
ſuck at them, draw hard , m 
out and be delighted with 
abundance of Chriſts glorig 
mercyes, God, even our Goth 
hath merciful! purpoſes, heb 
thoughts of peace towards yt 
beleevers', behold your 
clothed with his owne bow 
putting on his. whole naturevy 
love, conceiving for you), 
creeing for you, and | 
ont mercy with both hands 
it were) to you: what muſt y 
do? lo here is for you : tis 
time to fir ſtil]: you muſt be 6 


LY " 


eyes: draw out new;theſe wate lj 
W- 


IT veſſels of mercy nnder miſery, 16t 
dts be full to the brim, and full | 
(WF excellenc wine too 3 ſay whar 
puld hinder us, that we ſhould 
miſt have the fruit ef cheſe mer- 
ial! thoughts of our God in 
thicle dayes? (hall we ſtarve when 
{Ithere is bread to be had?” ſhall 
We have this rock before us, and 
t ſack any honey out of it? 
then 70:6 perceived that the 
art of David was toward re- 
ellious and baniſhed Ab/alom; 
arke, how he layes his trayne; 
iow he plots, and projects to 
agfecch eut D «vice heart, to bring 
alt above greund, tro make Da: 
ez ſoul(that longed to go forth 
to A>/alow) to go forth indeed: 
She fetches a wiſe woman from 
WTrbos, and ſhe muſt infinuate 
er ſelfe, and mask over the mat- 
ter with darke ſayings, to get 
Wwithin David, and perſawade 
Shim to-fetch home his baniſhed: - 
Wand for this end, ſhe hath her 
Reflon from: him; he puts words 
into her mouth, and all co fetch 
about the thing by ſuch a forme 
\ 3h H 4. of- 
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| els of God, to. make theky 


Iſa.62,3, 
and 64. 7. 


I i 
' what none to ſtir in ſuch a caſef} || 
Cc 


Mercies themghts, for the'! J , 
of ſpeech as was like to be maſt 
prevailing: belecyers ſce a pate, 
tern for your ſelves in this caſe Ch 
God he longs, and his Soulef;, 
goes forth by .lenging, to hishy, 
people, in their miſeries,.in their, 
troubles, in chejr baniſhmentg, by 
in this razeiog time of the ſx erd; 
his Soule is grieved for their ab, 
flition, D avids loabs, the Lords 

annointed are to take ſpecial}, 
notice of this: they are to ſend} 
their Tekoxs to their David, toÞ,, 
n'e Gods owne inſtituted, 
mcanes, to draw cut theſe bows IG 


thoughts viſible, and te come 
abroad, did not once D avia1lo 
to fetch home his baniſhed, and | 
we not long to have theſe longs I 6 
ings forth: let not God, ler not 3 
Chriſt have cauſe to fay (-as he ] 1, 
ſomrimes ſpake in the caſe of his | ;; 
ſufferings) he looked, and there | , 
was none to help; he word 
that there was none to uphold: 


what none to ſtir up himſelfe.ro ]* 
take 


|} veſſels of Mercy wnder miſery; 163 

Wittke hold of Chriſt? what none 

Mito draw out the love of God in 
Chriſt towards his people? what 

FInorie to powre out. their hearts, 

hone to utter words before God, 

Thnene to ferch this thing about, 

$Iby the wiſdome of the- Spiric? 

GE where are cur bowels of mercics 

EI hit: be ( that hath put on ſuch 

8 [howels himſclt cowards us ).cals 

lis to put on? what ſhall we ſee a 

d blefled rrealury of divine loves 

ind never go to the doore or uſe 

the key ro open it? oh draw on: 

Gods Soule, Chrifts heart unto 

hee! ger out theſe purpoſes of 

love,that they may coineabroad, 

that they may dwell in thy keart, 

and in the Saints mere plenti- 

| fully: O yet enough to make thy 

$oule an habita 1on for thee ro 

dwell in ! tis the ſureſt, the gle- 

riouſeſt habication in the whole 

world! o if divine love,be a roof 

Oouer thee, and adwelling place 

for thee, who can enter 1n at 

theſe dootes ro harme thee? who 

can curſe thee into wo, or thee 

Hg from 


bom Oy 


- 22 I HANGS... SRo-SS. v0 > *» 2. A OS B@A8> 0 SS 


; my 
fu wt 


164 


Ia, 3 2 fn) 


XMercies thoughts, for the 
from weale, from bleſſed 
who can caſt thee out of thy}; 


houſe, when -thon dwelleſt inf: 
God? whe can keepe thee from: 


thy treaſure of riches, of honeur, | 
of Comfort and peace, when thel 


purpoſes of thy God run for thy: 
enjoyment of them all? ſome” 


truths, and ſome neceffities be- 


ſpeaks us to draw ont our ſouls} 


towards others: this truth. be-J- 
ſpeaks our graces, eur Care, |: 

bour, endeavour, to draw outf 
Gods heart to ns: when we do 
the firſt we lee and heare thef} 
needs of others; when we do the 
latter, then God will ſee and 


for us: let beleevers therefore: 
pur forth themſelves and ther: 
graces for this purpoſe ro drawf 
out more of God of Chriſt, the] 
hall be farisfied, the purpoſesdlf 
Gods loue will come, and ſhine. 


and ſhine forth roo: ſee thenbe|-. 


leevers your woerke in a ſtorm] 


What excellent handed creature 2: 


bow- 


- 
F 
: % . 
a = 


q 
| heare, and his thoughts will a8 
forth to the. greateſt advantage”. 


' wefſelt of Mercy wider wiſer, 


how uſefull in trying times you 


| ſhoul be : how you ſhould pur 
W "on to Worke to doe, that the 


hel/ 
by” 


- thoughts of God towards- you, 
” may not only come to the birth, 
- but may be borne, avpeare, and 


© come abroad : and the better to 


uide youhearken to' a few rules 


+. "in this caſe which are the very 


ol 
)e- 1 
i” 


"I mercifull appearing of God unto 
h's,*heſe willnever milcarry: the Pol. roz; 


ily þ 


licy 
be» 


w 


all. 
al. 
2) 


1 to them : he that gives theſe de- 


high roade , the ftraite way to 
from out theſe thoughts of loye 


draw our God. 
Firſt, longing ſoules after this 


1] ard will fatisfie the defire of e- 


very longing ſoule. God intends oc I 4Is 


nor that his Saints ſpirituall *? 
longings ſhall kill chem: hein- 
tends fatifaRtion, not confulion 


* fires, will fulfill chem ; when the 


" Waies of a ſoule, is the way of 

* Gods feare, that way cannot do 

* lefle then proſper, where God is 

"pj; he will be Omega: where... 

"he begins, he will end : where he 

-_ Workes to deſire, there hee will 
fatisfic 
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x Chron, fatisfie'te delight : When D avidten' 
11.17,18, longed for water from the wel ets: 
Bethlehem,and ſaid, Oh that ener 
would give me to drinke of it Lit 
His friends would rather ven«\ſ(fa) 
- ture their owne lives , then hee;Jpre 
ſhould not have his defire : they; Jthe 
put ;rheir lives in jeopardie, they: 
breake thorow the hoſt of the 
Philiſtihs, and ferch him water, 
not regarding their owne lives 
to {ſupply him : Oh what will Jwi 
our God do,(may we well thiak Jl 
to give)in the defires of his Jong for 
ing fervints ? ſurely ke. will Fw 
break thorow all, to give them: Þun 
ofthe waters of the well of life; 
He wi'l breake thorovwv the Hoſt 
of their unworthineſle,through 
theireremies; through their luſts, 
through their unthankfulnefle, | k 
tofill them with good, to give | b 
them kis rcfreſhings : it is nora | p 
_ - Philiftine ſhall ſt3nd in his way | v 
of mercy to his people : nor yet | 0 
[ 
| 


whole hoſts of. them : Who art 
thon O great Moeuntaine faies 
God in this caſe, when he ir- 

21 tends 


Mercier theughts, for the 


d{tends.to reforme his people and zecp, 4.7. 


Mts fatific them: in thzs caſe, when 
Soy thing cemes in the way tO 
Liwicthftand him , who art 
*I(faycs God ) thou great Moun- 
exfercat Mountain of unbelicfe, 
thou great Mountaine ef pride, 
hou great Mounraine of impati- 
encie > before my people you 
ſha!l become a plaine ; you ſhall 
downe : you ſhali be ſubdued. I 
will fulfill the deſires of my peo- 
ple : 1 will repleniſh every kun- 

foul : I will fatiate every 
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ind tis ſhall be dene ; Belec- 


weary ſoule : rhis is my WIll, re..,x..c; 


# {vers, long nor ſo for peace, as for Pla.101.2, 


the God of peace : ſay with ho- 
ly David: Oh,awhen will hee 
come unto us ? Oh when will 
his thoughts of mercy bee 
brought forth ? you may have 
peace with a Plague : plenty 
with a P:;ague : you may have 
ourward mercies. fauced ( as 
the Iſraelites quailes were) with 
yengeance : bur you cannot have 
yeur God with a plague : you 
connat 


mr” ca 35m £* >. Soon tt a Af 


——_— 


one miſery may fad, and an 


163 . Mercier thoughts, for the i 


cannot have his face ſhining, 
with ſuch darknefle clouding! » 


ther (it may bea farre work, 
may begin , which may includ, 
in it a ſeven-times more , ic 
reſpet of ſorrow and burdengs, 
but if wee leng for the apſ+ 
pearing of theſe merciful 
thoughts ofGed,and they comey,. 
there will be no ſuch afrerclapyj, 
no ſuch degrees or ſacceſſiong: 
of evill : but this will be a fight}: 
worth ſeeing : this will be goodſy, 
worth enjoying : this will be, 
rich mercy where ever It come. 7 
Oh ler it never be ſaid, if we hal 
longed for the gracious com-| 
mings of our God,they had bees, 
ours : our God would hawſ, 
come,-and would not have kept] 
ſilence : tke Goſpel would hav 
come, and would not have beenſ: 
ſtopt : a Reformation woukl|: 
have come, and that a pure on; 
too : Peace would have come, |. 
and a ſweet one tod : let net our] 1: 
God lopg to have us thus to] + 
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Jong, and yet have cauſe to com- 
plain ,and ſay, oh that mine had 
| hearkened 1 oh that mine had 
longed. What ſhall wee not 
Tthus love when we may fatisfic 
FF Gods defire by our longing , and 
M'enjoy all the good we can defire 
tI-roo ? The hungry after Chriſt 
"T ſhall bee farisfied : he fils the 

F'kuagry with good things (fayes 

*J ary) they (hall haveenough, | 
for they ſhall be filled, and that OF? 
"not with winde neither but 
"{ bat with good things: ſhe ſpeaks 
this by blefſed experience too + 
4} God had filled her hungry foul 
With irffinite good : infomuch 
” "that ſhe proclaimes for joy , the 
41 uſual! and moſt gracious dealing 
'of God with all that be his; and 
'tels us God fils them with good 
"that be hungry : and what do 
"theſe hunger after? Surely for 
"the comming of Chrift : their 
* defires cried : oh when ſhall our 
"Saviour come? when ſhall he be 
"born? when ſhall we ſce rhe 
© conſglarion of Tfrael ? And did 
E” Es thele 
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theſe long in vaine? did thy! 
hunger without filling ?, were hic 
they empty without  fatis- te 
fation ? No, ne , he that ſend þ11 
the rich empty away , Will rot}/® 
ſend the poor in ſpirit empty a-J® 
way : ſach as are full in them} 
{clves, ſuch as have no {uch hun- lor 
ering in them, they ſhallinet be ba 


' filled with Mefles from theJ® 


Lords own Table , they ſhallbe JF 
turned cff with a (go to the Gadr PP") 
whom ye have ſerved) let themP* 

fill you , that have had you : yu © 
like none of my dainties,and you J*' 
ſhall taſte none of my ſupper: Þ 
but to the hungry ( ſayes God) I” 
come ye ſhall Be food : come ful 
yeſhall finde reſt: you ſhall have it 
your laps full ,' your bellies full, in 
your ſouls full, from the fulneſſe J® 
of Jeſus Chriſt :- Chriſt loves toJPÞ 
powre his water upon dry[ 


) 
- ground , ro ſowe his. {ced upon lu 


good gronnd, to come where he 

1s wiſhrfor where hee is car-| 

r.eſtly defired ; when the fouls|'* 

cry is, oh when will Chril U 
CONh 


veſſels of Merry wnder miſery. 
vleme? he will quickly anſwer 
«him and fay, lol come : behold 
;teream TI : poor ſoules you ſhall 
& Shrve what you long for , what 
or $you are ſo earneſt for at my 
{hands : O thou longing ſoul, be 
4. fit unto thee” according to thy 
& longing : this thou wouldeſt 
x have, this thou ſhalt have , even 
te f0y falvation : it is none of Gods 
+ (yayes to ſend empty foules, cm- 
4 Ipty away , cither from his pre- 
m fence, from his hand,or from his 
w Jdores : their longings be his, 
 {crefore his fatisfying mercies 
+ hall be theirs : Gods promiſe 
I ſuch a foul is-open thy mouth 
Jul wide, and I will fill it : ler 
7 fit be never ſo wide opened, God 
{{knowes what he can do: it is 
 Jnot out of his reach : it is in his 
ro [power : it is his will : it is his 
ry [ove : it is his minde to fulfill 
MN ſack a ſoul. 

te Secondly ,ye that would draw 
# [Waters out of theſe wels of fal- 
sJation, ye that wonld have 


#| theſe mercifall meanings ef our 
17 Ged 


171 


Ifa.58.9, 


172 


Lu.z +2 P 


Hag. 2, 7o 
Zach, vel, 


Merciet thoughts, fer te } 


Goed for your ſelves and his,look 
ro it that you ſtrongly expect the 
appearanceovf theſe thoughts of 
his love : oh let your exper 
tiens be true, earneſt, large :.the 
Meſſias , the Lords Chriſt, was: 
long expeRted ere he was exhi- 
biced : and more mighty then 
ordinary were the expeRations 
of the faithfull, when the time 
drew nigh : their hearts were 
much more carried out after the 
conſolation of Ifracl : Simeon! 
heart was natonely hot in devo- 
tion, but in expeRation too: 
and there were ſo many that 
looked for redemption of Jeru- 
{alem in Iſrael , that” they made 
up ( an all them ) for 4»n« the 
Propherefle ſpake of QChrilt 
( when he was bronghe to be 
preſented to the Lord in the 
Temple) to all them that looked 
for redemption in Iſrael : Chriſt 
he was the deſire of all nations, 
as well as the Saviour of all 
that did ſs defire him : the 
eyes of all the true Ifraclires 
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were waiting eys this way: they 
their eys were toward the Lord: 
and it was to-behold their King 
comming unto them : ard it was 
not long after that God faid to 
the daughter of Zion, behold thy 
King commeth :within the com- 
paſſe of 8. verſes God pives him 
in to her ; ſo ſacceſictull, ſo pro- 
Þerous doth this way prove to 
the Saints of God : when does 
God in the way of his ordinary 
providence give unto his crea- 
tures? when doth ke open his 
hand-to them for their ſatisfac- 
tion, but even then, when the" 


eyes of all chings wait _ | 
od Pſa), 145. 


him? when had Daivd his 


Þ inclined'to him, as toe heare ;,16. 
kis cry, but when he waited pa- 38d 40. 2. 


ticatly for the Lord? when Da- 
wids foule was ſo Rrongly ſet up- 
on the gracions anſwer that he 
ſhould have from God, that he 
can wait in waiting, dwellupon 
the duty, double kis patience, 
and never look off from the God 
he cried ro, he ſhall _ 
: ave 


174 


have the deliverance he cried for | 


upen arock , and his goings or- 


Ay, I will then pur anend ro all 


—— 


| peoples expeRations are (trong 

for it : when they ſo expe, then 
| I will do: whenl give peace it 

- ſhall be an expe&ed peace: when 


& Wwel- 


 Aﬀercies thowshts, for the 


& be brought ſweerly our of rhe 
miery clay, his feet ſhall be fe 


dered : as he wasever looking $® 
towards the Lurd, togive him IF 
the.thing he wanted : to deliver 
him from the thing he felt or 
feared ; ſo his God cameaccor- 
diagly : our God not onely te- 
wards his, parpoſes an end, but 
anexpectation roo (asitis in the 
Tcx: ) an end in reſpe& of their 
miſeries : an expectation 1n- re 
ſpe of faith and his promiſes? 
itisasmuch, 2s if God ſhould 


the aftlitiens of my people: 1 
will then give deliverances, 
peace, and all good , when my 


I give good, it ſhall be an expe- 
E&tcd good - when TI give an end, 
it hall be an expected end : our 
Gat intends to have his mer 
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welcome when it comes ; and 
therfore he will make the hearts 
of Believers work aftetit , look 
for ic,ſetrlc upon ic, ere it comes: 
our Gas intends to have kis 
_ be Kept on foot,to kave 
ce {prioging of that he hath 
urczdy ſown, ere the remainder 
of mercy laid up in-his promiſes 
hall come : he will fee how his 
thiidren will trade with that 
tock alroady given, cre he will 
waſt chem wich more : he that 
wowes: When is. his ſeaſon to 
 Boivc out his mercy, Will never 
beſtow it, till he can ſay, now it 
s ſcaſonable : now is the right 
time : now beheld, the cry of 
the chiidren of Iſracl is come un- 


to me, &c, come now therefore, 


—_— -—— 5 FF -» 2B = 


forth my people our of Egypt: 
See God hath his now , ere the 
ery of the Ifraclites comes te 
him - his now,ere ke kears their 
cry: his now, ere he comes 
down to deliver : his now , yo 

| e 


ind I will ſend. thee unto” Pha- Exod.z.g: 
Jreob, that thou mayeſt bring 10. 


176 Mercies thowghtr, for the * |} * 
he ſends Moſes to Pharoab upoy Jt 

this errand ef deliverance: and/J 

this his now was not , till they" Ja" 
| had been under the Egyptian'JW 
flavery many years : till all cheiy Je 

| male children had the - black 
3 doom of death upon them : till 
their ſighes and groancs broke I 


forth into cries , and their cryes* IJ 
came up teGod, which did ther«-Jv 
fore aſcend ſo kigh, becaule they 
-were mixt With ſo much faith & 68 
expecation, Which ſpake thug 1! 
much in Gods cares, thar ſurely: 
he that dwels in heaven,and was 
their God, would fee their ops 
preſſions with a pitying eye," 
would hear their groancs withs Þ@ 
mercitull heart, and come doww 
* with his loveand with his pow-"P* 
er, for to deliver them, 8 | 
Thirdly, Chriſtians live byJ 
faith : put forth, and that to the |# 
life, this living 9race : take heed | 
of deſpiſitig premiſes, of ſtagges [i 
ring at , or at being beaten back ti 
{rom theſe ſweer words and pres [6 
cious things of Ged , madeandth 


ratis 


- 
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vJntified; given and performed to 
Liwin JESUS CHRIST: 

ath our GOD &faid it, and 
ill he not do it? hath he ſpo= 
n any thing that he will let 
l, -and not bring to paſſe ? 
What,are Jehovahs words but as 
inde ? ſee to it that nothing 

;beat you off from belceving in 
{Gods purpoſes, in his thonghts, 

/ſoſwectly revealed in his promi- 

& ts for you, and toyon: if you 
x [will have God, (Now) come for 
kliverance,for Salvation,letGod 
g'favc-his (Now ) fer beleeving : 
jar Gods voyce is ( Now) if ye 

fan belceve ;( New ) if ye can- 

Ss PU UPEn me x Today sf ye heare Heb. 3. 7. 
wy voice of mercy ye ſhall enter in- 
wpowy 7eft : the WNraclites were 
{Prought into Canaan by faith, 

od uabcliefe ſhut the doore 
& [Rainſt chenſands of them , that 
& [they couid never enter in : if we 
» land and ſay,there be Gyants in 
k Jthe way te our peace : there be 
& [ons of e-£2ac% : there be walls : 
$|ticre be Wars :rhere bee Ene- | 
| mies 


| 


\ 
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mies open and ſecrets betwixtwſi 
and our good: nsand our Golipe 
ns and our peace: if wee ſuffafj 
our ſelves te backſlide fre 
Chriſt ( the Captaine of our: 
vation ) tofly off from promile 
ro ſinke with diſcouragement 
- and to ery out in the midſt wel 
* are all undone © we are paſt cure 
we can never be reformed ; 
can never have a right, a blefled| 
peace: what isthis, but to lay! 
with the unbelceving Ifracliteffi 
we ſhall never bee able to ovetyſhe 
come the Gyants, to ciimbe-upſt 
the walls, to poſlefle Canaan;andſhi 
ſome indeed to ſhut the: door: 
hope againſt ourſelves, turnethaho 
fruirfull Valley of Achor (whi 
, the Lord would give us into theſr 
ſtony and barren wildernefſe- 
of our own unbeleefc > Yhat 
this but to ſtop up all, thi 
might never enter in nor en 
What God purpoſes for,and progeft 
- maiſcs ro theſe that doe bcleeveſſrine 
Chriſtians,it we cau belecve, Wii 
may conclude all things are po hi 
as ole 


bn, 
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ahfible ;-letus ohew. our oWne 

Lwings, our wings of Faith eſpe- Iſa,40,4'. 
zhcially, how ſhall we fly then ? 
How ſhall we mount upas Ea- 
bles then, far above all below' 
kings, to Jeſus Chriſt ? How 
hall we be ſetled then, nay how 
hall we chuſe but hover& flutter 
Sip and down, upon the earth of 
ur own hearts,and of the times? 
Chriſtians, ſce to it, unbelicfe is 
aySbloody thing : it knits more, it 
effills worſe then any Tword : un» 
twelicfe is the greateſt plunderer: 


ut takes 2 way all : it leaves no- 
walting,no not a promiſe of mercys 
or a God that promiſes it : do 
aou not thinke the ſword kills 
neugh ? do you not thinke the 
nemies efChriſt plunder enough 

e- 


-Gfnaſte enough ? Oh be nor (el 
at Moyers by ſclſe-unbelicefe ! Our 
reareſt danger lycs here: if evcr 
owe miſcary;it ever we be ſhut our 
pt Canaan ; if ever we be cut off 
:yeſnd periſh ; the enemic and ad- 
, Whterſarie is this Wicked Hamas : 
lis accurſed unbelicfe : it {els 
J 08 2 


nd all we have, firft over to 
F.\ » 
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fin, and then to miſery: ir maked: 
a forfciturc of all we have intofſs 
rhe hands juſtice , yee and keeps 
off all good that is commineſr 
into our hands : Oh belecve and 
and we ſhall proſper ! beleeyeÞ 
and the ſtreame will bee turned 4) 
God will bee found: Ifracl willy 
be faved : the Canaanites will bj" 
bread for us, 8 God himſelf willy” 
bea portion for us : we are nowh/: 
like to gaine much,or loſe much$/: 
if faith turne the Scales wee arg: 
made; if unbeliefe turne the}' 
Scales, we are deſtroyed. Qui; 
God is new laying a foundationſs: 
for many generations, a foundi4/ 
tion of ſuch pood, that noronly'; 
his ſervants-in this preſent 
bur the children that are yeE 
unborne might - blefle hin; 
for theſe dexjapings of ſuch loved) 
for the firſt Rone laid in ous. 
daics : Oh ! let not us remongs: 
ſuch a foundation, \let us netrolfÞ+ 
away this ſtene with the accur4" 
ſed hands of unbeleefe +, What": 
ſhall we cleud-the Syn from oup": 


- 


lelves, that it may not ſhinevpJ” 
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$9208 vs ? Shall wee blaſt the bloſ- | 
aſomes ind buds of mercy by the 
MI{Eaſt-winde of our unbelecfe ? 

all we blow away the ſweet 

ſhowers of bleſſing , with the 

rough winde of eur own lufts ? 

:God forbid : beleevers this is all 

"the burden the Spirit of God 

-puts upon yeu: that which ye + - 
[UF have (_who have Chriſt, graces, 
ow light promiſes ) hold faſt till 
c>hI' Chriſt comes: the zeale you have 
ag'for the Lord God of Hoſts, for 
4 Chriſt the Captain of Salvation 
"and the King of Saints, againſt 
a Rome , againit fin, againſt the 
ay times, hold faſt , the faith and 
aly' confidence you have in Chriſt, 
in his promiſes, hold faſt: the ti- 
JF tle yon have co Chriſt to all good - 
"in him; hold faſt: leave not a 
we promiſe, no not the leaſt title 
Win a promiſe of -a thouſand 
og worlds : deale with theſe ( as 
WF” 1:6 reſolved -and did with his 
utJ" integrity ) hold them faſt till ye 
ag dyc: lerno enemie remeve you 
out” from-theſe ; hold theſe; when ye 
PT” cannot held your eſtates : when 
LS you 


ve 
"\ 
r 

by 
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| you mult leave creatures, reſolye} + 
upon itts keep theſe:let not fears 
affright thee, or allurements er- 
tice thee to withdraw thy ſelfe, , 
and to returne from following z 
after theſe : but ſay te promileg 
(yea to Chriſt, who ſpeaks in,aud $6, 
by themyto thee) as Reth ſaid tap, 
Rath.r,: 5 140m 3 where thou goeft 1 vill w 
'* goe : and Where thon loageſt,I will b; 
dodge : T will be where Chriſt is; 
Iwill live, where Chriſt lives : I 
will walke where he walkes : I}. 
will dwell were he dwels.: No- j; 
thing ſhall perſwade mee to re-/; 
carne from following after thee; 
from reſting upon thy word :] 
wil not live in the hopes of men; },, 
I will not live in the ſuccefle of |, 
our Armies ; I will not liveinf;, 
the overthrow of the, Enemies; f,, 
theſe things may alter, and 
ſcales may ſoon turne: but I will |; 
live in thelove, and in the light}; 
of my God' : this..turnes not: |, 
this 1s unchangeable: Oh 1 who (1 
bur he is bleſſed, whotruſtsin the 
Lord, and whoſe hope the N 
F it 


b 


- 
F 


is? 


Novo fſels of Mercy wander miſery, 1283 
S}is? Oh beleevers ! Would you 
"be planted by che waters of mer- 


, ty ? would you proſper ? Would 


u ſpread out your viols by the 
iver of his love? would you 
xe till greene-, would you be 
fruitfull, and not ccaſe bearing? 
would you looke well, & thrive 
{Jincheſe yeers of drought ? Why ,,. Fees 
5 Itruſt in Zehov4h ; he can and will ,, Ls 
| Lo all this,yea al things for you: 
Thwell might the Apoſtle ſay”, the Heb. ro. 
3 Jjuſt ſhall live by faith : and put a 38. J 
Fr Wow )coOirtoo : for it was in | 
Hy ch a (Now ) in ſuch a time 
Tahercin reproaches; atflitions, 
Mind perſechtions were ſorife, fo 
of tor againſt the Saints : Twas in 
Mach a (Now) wherein the ſaints 
*:I were ſpoiled of their goods: twas 
; in ſuch a {now ) wherein they 
Biwere in 3 very fiery tryall, and 
* {endured a great fight of affliQti- 
% ons, and wherein in all points 
"© {(the Apoſtle ſaw)they had more 
f en ordinary need of patience - 
| w (ayes hee ) when even all 
Sf] things arc at ſuch a fad point, thus 
| * IB delpe- 
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AMevcoves thoughts , for the. i t 


deſperate:Now, when the world 
is thus mad, thus up in armes\w 
againſt the people of God: Now 
live by faith , this can live, and!þt 
never better then now : Now: 
this grace drives an excellent: 
rrade ; now it hatha time of it; JF 
faith is up when other things be/þx 
downe: it lifts up the head, is" 
greene and flouriſhes even in the: Þir 
dead of Winter : Beleevers ſee ton 
it ; as you have need of paricnce”W 
to bear your burdens ; fo you 1Þl 
have need of faith to ferch offi 
your burdens : beleeve, and you" Þ/ 
ſhall fee ſan-ſhine chorow the'|t 
clouds : liberties, thorow trou-'/ſ| 
bles : light therow darknefle :1jm 
peace, thorow war : the Goſpel; Jt 
thorow Reme : unitie thorow! [ki 
diviſions: amity, thorow envie [ſy 
and an happic refermation, tho» jd 
row an unhappie cenfufion; if Jth 
your faith fail not, God will be: ; 
n1 
D 
lt 


With you, he will notfaile: blef' 
ſings will come, they will not: 
faile : Curſes will bee removedy' 
they ſhall nor ſtay. 3M 
Four thiy, 


1 | Fourtcly, and laſtly you muſt 
$\Inreftle , and with a prevailing 
pygvreſtling too, ere theſe choughts 
{i:þftgood of peace be like to come 
porch ro you :; God purpoſed to 
tb. 


. 


e 

$' mice rhe mother with the chil- 
e/fireo ; but Jaccb muſt pray, and 
07 Jfuich God for it firſt : hee muſt 
e weep and make fupplication ; he 
u.'Þleads the Covenant God made 
Fwith his fathers, Abrabam-and 
it a4; and ſay the God of my fa- 
e|t 
father 1/a9c: he pleads the Com- 
:7{miflion he had from God to re- 
;:Iturne to his Countrey, and to his 
x Jkindred; he pleads that God had 
hid, if hee did returne he would 
»jdeale well with him ; yea more, 
if Jthon faidft, I will ſurely do thee 
C: jpod, and make thy ſeedas the 
& of the Sea, whick cannor be 


t Inumbred for mnlticude. ; and 
[now my brother Eſes is come» 
7] ming, and I feare kim leaſt he 
, 4 


I 4 
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eliver Jaccb from _ his brother Gen.z2.s, 
: IE/aw that hee ſhould ſmile upon &c. 
\Þpon him,rather then rage, and Hob! 2. 4. 


Abrahar, & the God of my - 


. 
= —_— I 9  —_ —_— 


will 
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Gen. 33, 
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Hdercies thoughtcs, for the 
will come and {mite me, and the 
Mother with the children ; In- 


cob by his faith pirching apon” 


the word of Gods promiſe wre- 


ſtles hard for deliverance- : atj" 
ere he hath done, he hath a new” 


name given him, and that ſo ſig- 
nificant as tells him , that as a 
Prince he hath power with God 


and with men and hath prevails: 


ed: and upon thisas God gives, 


Io a new name, fo Taco gives: 


the place a new nam?, ard calls 
ititPeme!(the very face of God) 
for ( ſaics he ) 1 have ſeen God 
face to face, and my life 1s prefer-. 
ved: Now [acoh hath fuch an an- 
ſwer ; that he can ſay, he hath 
ſeen God: as well as that he hath 
ſought God: and that his life is 


preſerved though he hath ſo ſeen. 


G O D, and that. it - ſhall bee 
reſerved when ever he ſees his 


rether Eſan.: From the ſight of: 
his God he ſaw prefervation,and- 


did abſolately conclude upon a 


{weer deliverance from his bro- 
thers rage: Therefore when Eſas 
mets 1acob in ſuch 4 way of love, 
when hee runs to meet him? | 


ic 


ay 
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when hee embraces him ; falls 


:fon hisnecke and kifſes him : Oh **"* 


faies Jac 0B) I bave ſeen thy 
e as though I had ſeen the face 
fGod ; and thou waſt pleaſed 
with me : ( as it he ſhould fay ) 
[read thus much concerning thy 
kindnefle to me, when I ſaw my 


IGod face to face : and now in 
Jthis thy brotherly carriage I am 


put in minde of the fountaine 
ind bottomeof 1t-tis not thy na- 
ture brother Eſax : tis the face 
of my God towards mez : I 
have prevazled with God : and 
he hath prevailed over thee : thy 
countenance Was Tlouded, and 
thy heart enraged : but the face], 
of my God ijhinirg upen mee. 
hath changed the tiercenefſe 'of 
thy countenace againſt mee : 
and turned ic'ſo, as thou . art 
pleaſed with mee ; Beleevers 
know if ye can and doe wreſtle 
3s Jacob, you ſhall prevaile as 
hee : this you ſhall bee ſure of, 
te ſee *Eſawes, as if ye had 


\ | ſeen the face of GOD + this 


| yeu ſhall bee 


ſure of, to ſee 
I the 


p 1 
133. 


Dan.g.3- 


Aereies thowghts, for the 
the face of God in the ſword, inf 
the war : in all the troubles that' 
befallus, and this will fweeten 
all, and give yon to ſee your' 
ſelves, as more then conquerors, 
thorough him that loves you. 
Daniel ſets his face to the Lord 
God, to ſeek by prayer and ſup- 
plication, to have theſe thoughts 
of God , of good , drawn out to 
the poor captivated Jewes : he 


goes to it With faſting and ſack-" 


cloth and aſhes, to get off che de- 
ſolations of Jeruſalem.Believers, 
know not Ged will be ſought to, 


_ enquired}, and looked after : 'if 


. have you no teares,-no groanes, 


Rev.$.5. 


you expeRt an expected end; 
know alſo the Lord expeRts the 
meanes tending thereunto: what, 


no prayers to preſent the Lord 
Withall ? Have you no fire upon 


the Altars of your hearts for 


Chriſt , and againſt ſin ? how 


ſhould Chrift come then, and 


fill his cenſer, and caſt it into the 
earth, and fo cauſe voices , and 
thuadrings, and lightnings, and 
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an earthquake , that may ſhake, 
mies ? Stand, ye Saints , and 
ſee, xndask, which is the good 
old way , and walk therein, and 
yee ſhall finde reſt for your ſouls: 
this hath bcen that good; that 
old way of drawing out purpo- 
ſes of love towards his people: 
believers, know, ye muſt threſh 
ere the end and expeRation will 
come: the daughter of Zion muſt 
at now be delicate: ſhee muſt 
plew, and ſow, and breake the 


clods, and expe&t with patience 


the former and the latter rain, 
and gather in her crop, & threſh 


too. when ſhee hath done: and. 


all chis roo, ere the end and ex- 
pectation can, or will come: ye 
muſt wreftle, ye muſt ſtrive, it 
will got be elſe: oh be contear, 
to be in many labours; in many 
2genyes, © travail with Zion: 
be content to-endure hardneſle: 


much more-to be ofc with God: 
"to be earneſt with him: he hath 


bowels te pity: he hath an eye 


- co 


veſſels of Merty nider wiſery. 
remove and deſtroy all his Ene- | 


2% 


Jer 6.x; 


Maic4.13, 
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have we wreftled-againſt God;- | 'r 
| 

| 


Mercits thonghts, for the - + 
to ſee: he hath an hand to: help 
and therefore will havean ear torgr 

heare: hath our Ged given into-yjjer: 
our hands the 'bleſicd key of his. 
owne treaſury of loye, and will; 
you hide ir, or pack it up rather; 
then open the doore' With it21- pic 
what ſhall God, the ſame God, Je! 
( who by his grace and Spirit: Jpu 
makes the prayers, and makes; lov 
them ſo prevailing, and perfcR+»;[pu 
ly knowes that hidden ſtrength: Jif: 
of the prayers of faith) ſhall ke: fa) 
come and: tell us they prevailey; Jit 
and prevaile much( and that ia-ſ cc 
the loweſt and ſaddeſt ſtate of: | fe 
the Saints tes) and: ſhall we lay. | b 
them aſide? what, do we looke,: | fi 
that either a Goſpel reformati-- | fi 
on, or a mercituli peace ſhould: | { 
be ſo given to us,as to be pur | ( 
into our mouthes, whillt we are 
prayerlefle, (lceping , flothfull? 


like froward.ones,. and ſhall we 
Nor wreſtle with God, like bee. 
lievers? have we given 'our 
hearts, our kands, our help, to. 
make 


veſſels of erty under miſery; (191 
ake 4 land: naked -and waſte, Cot 3.12. 
*had ſhall we looke afcer ne co- 
-Jrering, no clothing, no mercy 
for it? oh, put on bowels of mer- 
iy, and a5 the':Ble&t of God too: - 
/Þaturalt compaſitons, or ſome 
'- Ipiece -of y/ Sacqzen mercyes let - 

net them ſerve your turne; buc 
"Jpur on bowels in a way of 
» Bloveand tenderneflz; as you have 
x{pucon Chriſt ina way of faich: "PIR 
| ifthere bz any conſolation ( yea * 7e7? 
\ {ſalvation which is the cauſe of - 
' Fit.) in- Chrift;; if there bz any 
--| comfort in leve ; if there be any 
fellowſhip of the ſpirit; if there 
. [be any bowels and mercies; ful- 
fill the zoy of Gods people : an- 
| fiver their; cxpettations. : » 
ſet in to G OD for them: 
( yea for your ſelves ) in 
theſe. needfu)l times :, Oa ler 
het a Land fink, becaſue you-will 
not -pray : becauf2 your hearts 
fiak from- God | Oi let not 4- 


F malek prevail, becauſe you will 
not hold np your hand !- Oh ler 
not the Gelsak8 fill boaſt , dare, 


and 
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Job.22. 43> 


(? 


Mercier thoughts , for the 
and defie , becanſe there be. we) ' 


Davids to go forth againſt thegy 
Why may not the prayers 


Faith favea fick Land, a dying, a; 


bleeding Kingdome , from the. yr 
hurcfull Il ſword } Why may not-.þ. 
God accept of teares in Chriſt, |, 


the powrings our of the ſoul in. 
? him? Why may not the inne-. 
cent (ſo are beleevers lookt upon 
in Chriſt ) deliver the Ifland ?-. 
Who knowes what a ſpirit of, 
grace , and ſupplication can do, 
may do? He is faithfull that hath 
promiſed , he will de whatever. 
he hath faid : the Lord make his 
people earneſt in pleading , and” 
faickfull im applying his promi- 
ſs » faichfall in ſwing to his- 
throne by inſtant and inceflant- 
prayers : "in werking up and-- 
winding up their hearts to 4. 
ſtrong, a-patient, a joyfull depen . 
dance on him; and then if we - 
periſh we periſh ; we may then. 
loſe all loſe-able things with” 
comfort: and finde all faving and 
cternall things inGod : oh Lone | 
ie- 


e + k. 


* Þ veſſels of Aerey under wiſery. 
othelecving fonl, do bur thinke 
Jyhat ſolid conſolation thou ſhale 
eapt ; when thon canſt call the 
vation of God (Naphtali) my 
wraſtling ; when the ſoul can 
-Fall the dowafall of Idola:ry;my 


a, 
0. 
t 
1 ſwraſtting : a right Reformation; 
t:Jny wraſtling: an happy execu- 
* 'Ftion; my wraſtling : a patting 
Jup of the iworl, and the com- 
y Kings in of a ſweet peace; my 
- Iwraſtling : and can ſay concern- 
ing Gods deliverances, his falva- 
© Jtions ( as Racbel (aid ſometimes 
; [in anethercafe) with great wraſt- 
lings have I wraſtled wich may- 
God , and I have prevailed : for 
this, and for that, and the other 
' mercy I prayed : and the Lord 
| hath given me my petitions 
- | which LIasked ofhim. Oh it will 


, | 4 Believer! toſce all his mercies- 
and all the faichfull ones mercies 
| too, te be as (ſo many Samwnels) 
fo many things asked of God, as 
well as given of him : Chriſti- 


exceedingly rejoyce the heart of 


ans let me beſpeak yoa with the 
words 
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cloſe with the Lords ewn charge 


Aﬀercies thoughts, for the - © 
Iſa 62.6, 7, werds of the Prophet, and lay it 


ve 


'"w 
« 


upon you, Te that make mention it 
of the Lord keep nod ſilence , and {++ 


give him x0 reſt , till be eſtabliſh. 


( for that our Ged will do ) and 


till he make Ternſalem a praiſe. 


(though now it is made a prey.) 
gn the whole earth; You are nor 
to keep ſilence now : you are 


not to fir ſtill, fallen, caſt down, : 
or diſquicted : you are not now, 
to faint, but to beſtir yourſelves, 
to work that God may work :. 


you cannot build [erufalem , or. 


eſtabliſh it when it is built, or \ 


make it famous , make a praiſe 
whilſt it ſtands : it is notin your 


pewer; but you know a God. 


that can : you love a God that 


can : up to him then: wraltle, 
ſtrive to enter into his bowels 
of love ; ger bat him to: work : 


get bur his right hand to ſave: 


get but the arm'of his ſtrength, . 


of his falvation to be made bare 


for us , and we ſhall be faved:- 


Zin ſhall bz comforted » and all 


her | 
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her Enemies troden down as the 
Cynjre of the ſtreet. 
eq Inthe laſt place, this trath _ 
"ſhines bright , and reaches farre / (e 4+ 
Jin way of conſolation and divine 
Fencouragemett for and to the 
zints: 1t comes full of {weer joy 

d fpirituall folace to the hearts 
f Believers , in theſe trying and 
troublous times : it anſiyers ma- 
Joy aſtghirg groaning burthened 
» Saint ( as the Lord anſwered the 
+JAngel(thar is Chriſt )chat talked 
with Zechariah ) with good ,,.4.. 
[words and comfortable words : $ 
+ [we now have oureares fild with 
kd complaints : and how uſual- 
-PHlyand freely, do men take on 
{ for their lofſes ? Thus it is with 
»  me(fayes one Jand thus it is with 
me (ayes another) call not me 
|| (Naomi) call not me pleaſant, 
'} bat call me Afar; fot the Al- 
mighty hath dealt very bitterly Ruth r.20 
| with me : Twas full, bac now I 

am empty:I was:worth ſo much 


Lad Rn wa” 


Within theſe few dayes,but now 
- | I have loſt all : oh the Lord hath 
| | reſtified 
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Mercies thoughts, for the: } ve 
teſtified againſt me ! oh the Al*| 
mighty hath afflited me 1 well:Yur 
gyant all this, ler there be evennne 
flouds of miſery abroad ; ſays 
mans day of darknefſe is begun; - pc 
whart then, is thereno hope, no. in 
Saviour? may not the Saints turn Þv 
themſelves cowards God,and ſay Þt 1 
Lord our hope is even in thee ?.an 
what do we waic for ? what is." Þor 
all our hope; beſides this hope * + 
ſtates, names, friends, an arm of fir 
Neſh;carnal contrivances, world=--:: 
ly dependencies, are they not all ti 
Spiders webs ? are they not ſud- th 
denly and cafily ſwept down > "JW 
Truly our hope is in thee: in thy 'Jhi 
love: in thy fnlneſſe : in thy +I 
thoughts : in thy bleſſed purpe- Ji 
ſes: here we can read peace in ſit 
trouble : goed, in evill, both'iÞfu 
things,and times : light ia dark-/4}tc 
neſſe : comfort in forrewes : Oh }f1 
let us rejoyce in theſe thoughts. } ii 
of our God : rejoyce in the Lord Ft 
ye righteous: and well they may, | } 
is there not cauſe? look net upon” | ! 
God: through the falſe glaſſe of ' | | 
the | 


- Þ veſſels. of Aerey nnder miſery. 
he times - look not this 
Jin,'as in an Eclipſe ky wer ri- 
"We, ke is ſhining + he is warm- 
21g choſe ſouls he looks and darts 
{pon : who can make veid, who 
| in empty out Gods purpoſes of 
} .ſove : who-can turn the courſe 
" bf the ſtream of his mercy? who 
a hinder God in the bringing 
.-Jorth of his own thoughts in his 
"own time ? whocan make God 
.fricher ignorant of - what he 
-Inowes, or forgetfull of what he 


-Rill remembers ? hethat knowes _ 


'Fthe thoughts of peace ke hath to- 
wards his people : knowes alfo 
/Ihis people ( all his ſheep) for 
\Iwhom he hath theſe thoughts of 
*Fhis peace: rejoyce in itye Saints! 
fit is a portion, #4 glorious and 
{Þfull one creo; a portion peculiar 
ito your ſelves 3 there 13 Not one 
'F ſhall ſhare with you, bur ke that 
\Fis like you ; a childe of this fa- 
Frher as well as your ſelves : Re- 


| joycein it, ye Saints, it 1s as cer- 


'F tatnas Godis; the hath as cer- 
| tainly. ſuch thoughts towards 


you, 
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Mercies thoughts, for the » Nv 
you, as he js love and hath chef 
pature of'a God in himſelf. Re-F- 
joyce ye righteons; ye know notÞ« - 
how ſoon theſe thoughts ofÞ** 
peace may appear above ground; Þ'** 
they have been-fown long ; yea” 
and they will never dyc under 
the clod ; they have been in the blo 
breaſt of God from all eternity 3Þ** 
Here is light ſowen for the righ-Þ* 
teous, and do they not begin to P* 
peep forth > do yon ſee no blade, 
no figne of ſach mercifull]®: 
thoughts abread how 2 may we" 
not track the footſteps of theſe |? 
thoughts all along ; through a, I 
Parliament in their proceedings; b1 
through an Army, in their fight- 
ings; throngh Chriſt his Meſſen- j 
$ers and Members, in their Li-' | 
erties? Stand up then by faith;'}® 
lifr up your hearts in the midſt} 
of troubles ; if wrath be begun,'}* 
yet mercy is begun tooz if wrath} 
be gone forth , yet thoughts of F* 
peace are abroad tos : do not ſay'}* 
Iam under temptations » I have { 
loſt my friends, and my —_ 
ave's 
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z Je fſels mercy ne ler wi ery. 


4 ſluve me excuſed , I cannot re- 
4 py Ce ; 
. Obj. Whowill excaſe thee 2 
Anſw, IT know none: but I 
tnow who will accuſe thee, e- 
ren this truth will , if thou de 
tot rejoyce. 
"| Obj. Yea, but Rome hath ſuch 
bleudy thowghts, ber inſtruments 
gre #6W abroad, and they are for 
_ fparre , plunder; ing, ſpoiling, and 
cruelty. 

4y/v. What then, look up 
| to. heaven, here be thoughts of 
[mercy ; kere is apirying Chriſt, 
« [Whilteſt below here is a raging 
o/[Ancichriſt: and altkough he may 
; be permitted ro make a ſea of 
-\[bloud in the carth;yet God hath 

Ja fea of mercy in heaven ,. to: 
" iſdrown all the miſeries and fins 
;fof his ſervancs in. ; 

Obj. Tea, but 1 ds not know 
what 1 may ſuffer. 
Anſw, What, ſappoſe the 
worſt: can theſe part berwixt 
{thy God and thee? canſt theu 
f ter the loſe of him, or of the 
rhoughts 
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1 Pet,1. 
I 3» 


' thonghts of his mercy? no, hdd 
who ſhall ſeperate , in this 
Rcm.8.34 is the bold challenge of all 6 


| | Mercier thoughts, for the & 


lievers? why then guird uptl 
loynes of thy mynd: there F 
hope and help enough: thou 
more happy then the world ca 
make thee: and thou ſhale neveſ® 
be miſerable, ler the world dg" 
what it can to make thee fo 
there is grace to be revealed ang©) 
bronghet to every believer by thy/*< 
hand and at the comming of Je .C 
ſus Ekriſt : this is enough: th. * 
keepe you above water, whaty 
ever your preſent condition bep © 
there be thenghts of peace, ang © 


of mercy, the Lord make thy * 


keart cloſe with himſelfe; chal 
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